Own Your Faith: Lesson 14
Core Question: Why Does God Allow Suffering?  
Big Idea: God Ordained Suffering Primarily to Show the Glory of the Grace of God
(Leader Copy)
Intro


The last lesson talked about the evil that exists in the world and why there is evil and how God can allow evil to exist.  This lesson discusses the necessity of suffering in the world.  We know that suffering is the result of sin, but why is suffering a necessary part of not only the unbeliever’s life, but the life of the believer as well?  People get sick and eventually die.  Many live with life dominating disabilities like blindness, chronic pain, paralysis, and various other disabilities.  The interesting thing about suffering is that no one escapes life without going through it.  While it is true that some seem to go through more severe suffering than others no one is immune to the suffering that is just a part of life.  If you haven’t gone through any type of significant suffering yet the truth is you probably will one day.  Someone close to you will get sick or die.  You will lose a job and worry about money.  You will be betrayed by someone closest to you.  You will physically suffer yourself from some disability or accident.  No one expects to get into a car accident and never walk again, but it happens doesn’t it?  The question that naturally comes to mind is how; if God is so great and so loving can he allow people to suffer so much?  Why is it a part of everyone’s life especially the lives of Christians?  This lesson seeks to discuss the ultimate reason for suffering.
Text (ESV)

Revelation 13:5-8

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, [1] that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. [2] And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.
Ephesians 1:3-8
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us [2] for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
Ephesians 2:4-7
4 But [2] God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Revelation 5:6-9
6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

Grapple & Discuss

1. Revelation 13 talks about people worshipping this beast.  We will not concern ourselves with the identity of the beast for this topic.  Who worships this beast according to this text?  The ones whose names were not written in the book of life.  These would therefore be all those who never placed their faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  As a result of not being in Christ they would be deceived by the beast and the dragon that is identified as Satan in other texts.  As a result of being deceived they will worship the beast and join in rank with the beast.  Their activity will be blaspheming God and waging war against the camp of the saints.
2. What is the description of the book of life in this text?  This is described as the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.  This Lamb who was slain is a reference to Jesus Christ being killed on a cross, shedding his blood for those whose names were written in the book of life.  In other words, this is the book of life of Jesus who died on the cross.  Because of the suffering and ultimate death of the Lamb there are names written in the book of life.  This is why it is given that name and description.  There would be no book of life without a Lamb being slain.  It therefore has to have this very specific description of the book of the Lamb.  
3. When were the names of this book written in it?  The text plainly states that it was before the foundation of the world.  God knew before the creation of the world whose names would not be written in the book of life.  He therefore knew before creation whose names would be written in that book.  The idea of this being before the foundation of the world is the idea of eternity past which is hard for us to fathom.  How can someone not have a beginning?  We easily understand not having and end, but not having a beginning is harder to grasp.  The point however is that this book existed before the world was spoken into existence.  This means that before the existence of creation your name was written down.
4. In addition to names being written down before the foundation of the world what else was determined before creation based on the books description?  The name of the book of Life of the Lamb slain was given to the book before the foundation of the world as well.  This means that before God spoke one thing into existence he determined that the Son would suffer and die to make atonement for sin.  The idea of suffering was in the mind of God before he spoke anything into being.  Before he spoke “let there be light” he had sovereignly decreed that Jesus would suffer and die thus putting on display for the world his intense mercy and love for sinners.  The idea of suffering therefore is God’s idea and was God’s plan from the very beginning.  This text reveals to us that before the foundation of the world was laid that God had the plan of allowing his Son to suffer and make atonement for sin possible.
Read the Ephesians Texts
5. According to this text what did God do before the foundation of the world?  God chose us who would be adopted sons.  God before the world was spoken into being determined those who would be spotless and blameless before God.  The only way according to the Bible that anyone can stand blameless before God is through the suffering of the Lamb on the Cross.  So from Revelation 13 and Ephesians 1 we see that God planned for the suffering of Jesus before the foundation of the world.  Suffering was not an afterthought is was God’s design from the beginning.  The suffering of the Son on a cross was the plan and goal of God before he created anything.
6. In verses 4-5 we see that God chose us and that he predestined us.  According to the dependent clause in verse 6 why did God do those two actions?  To the praise of his glorious grace is the ESV rendering.  God chose men to be declared righteous through the slaughtering of his Son.  This was to make much of the grace of God that is so glorious we as men don’t have enough words to even come close to describing it.  The suffering that the Father determined before the world that Jesus would go through was designed for one main thing, to cause the world to praise God for his glorious grace!  The apex of the grace of God is seen in the suffering of his Son.  This answers the question: why suffering?  God before the foundation of the world planned and determined that his grace is seen through suffering namely the suffering of Jesus on the cross for sinners.  God displays the glory of the grace of God in the sufferings of Jesus.  To put it in other words, suffering exists so the Son could suffer thus displaying the glory of the grace of God.  Without suffering we would know nothing of the grace of God.
7. According to the Ephesians 2 text how are God’s love and mercy described?  First his mercy is described as rich.  We all know the concept of being wealthy while only a few actually know what it is like to live with substantial wealth.  The idea of rich in mercy means that God’s mercy lacks nothing.  This does not mean that there will not be an end to his mercy.  We know from other passages in the Bible that a day of judgment is coming in which people will cry out for mercy and none will be given to them.  This means that God’s mercy is so complete and full that it is all we need to be made whole.  It is all we need to have right standing before God.  There is only one who has mercy so rich as to be able to allow sinful men to be in right relationship with a holy God.  His love is described as great.  The idea of great love is similar to rich mercy.  It is a love that is so great and so complete that it is lavished on sinful man in a way that sinful men are brought into a relationship with a holy God.  There is only one kind of love that can accomplish that and that is God’s great love.
8. According to this text what was the reason God showed rich mercy and great love to sinners?  Verse 7 begins with the Greek word heena which means a dependent conditional clause is being introduced.  All this means is that verse 7 cannot stand on it’s own as a complete sentence and is dependent upon something that goes before it.  Therefore verse 7 gives us the ultimate reason for God’s love and mercy.  God saves sinners through the suffering of his son so that throughout eternity he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace and kindness to sinners in the suffering of his Son.  Suffering was planned so that there could be an infinite display of infinite grace to infinitely undeserving sinners.  The ultimate reason for suffering was so that Christ might suffer for sinners thus displaying his grace for all eternity.  God’s passion is that the glory of his grace be seen and put on display.  It was for this reason suffering entered the world.  The grace of God is seen in no greater or profound way than in the bruising of his Son on a cross 2000 year ago.  This is why it pleased the Father to bruise his Son.  In doing so he was beginning to display the glory of his grace and will continue to do so into eternity/the coming ages.  It will take eternity to reveal the glorious nature of the grace of God.
Read the Revelation 5 Text

For what will we be worshipping Christ for in heaven?  Worship in heaven will center on the worthiness of Christ.  The reason Christ is worthy is that he was the one that was slaughtered and it was through his blood that he ransomed the people of God.  The fact that Jesus was killed and his blood spilled for sinners will be the content of our songs of worship in eternity.  We will celebrate the sufferings of Christ when we are with him in the age to come.  We will celebrate his sufferings because through his sufferings we become ransomed children of the living God.  This concept has come full circle.  We started with the fact that God before the foundation of the world determined that his Son would suffer and die for the ones chosen before the world.  Then in the eternal age we will worship him for his glorious grace that was manifest in his suffering for sinners.

Bridges

1. Why did God lavish his great love on you and save you?  God did this in order that he might display for the entire world his glory in his incredible grace.  God did not love you because he saw something in you worth loving.  He did not save you because he saw someone worth saving.  God loved and saved you so that his glorious grace might be on display for everyone to see not only in this age, but in the age to come.   The awesome aspect of this truth is that God gets all the glory and honor and praise and we get God.  God gets exalted and we get salvation, joy and a relationship with him for all eternity.  This does not cheapen the love of God upon us.  Rather it magnifies and intensifies it.  If God’s greatest passion is for his glory to be seen in his grace, then how awesome is God that he would choose to fulfill his greatest passion through loving us.  The passion of the heart of God is fulfilled in lavishing grace and love upon sinners who are deserving of judgment.  This is a thought that should spurn any believer to worship.
2. How should this understanding of God’s purpose in suffering impact your worship?  When we understand that God’s desire to exalt the glory of his grace involved us being the recipients of grace offered through the suffering of Jesus we should be moved to live lives that point not to us, but to gracious God who lavishes mercy and grace upon us.  This is the goal of salvation, not that we would be made much of, but that Jesus the slaughtered Lamb would be made much of.  This is the passion of the heart of God.  So, God in making much of us makes much of Jesus which magnifies his glorious grace.  It is this grace that we sing of now and it is this grace that we will sing of for all eternity.  I can imagine that in heaven we will sing with greater love and gratitude as more of the depths of the riches of his grace are revealed to us.  The reason we don’t worship the way God really intended for us to worship is that we don’t truly understand the purpose for the sufferings of Christ.
3. How does this understanding of Suffering impact our view of suffering?  First of all we should be impacted by the truth that everything we have that is good was bought for us on the cross.  Every breath we breathe, every good thing we taste, every friend we have, every hope we possess was paid for through suffering.  Without the sufferings of Christ we would have no mercy and no grace and nothing good to hope in.  Suffering made possible everything we enjoy and look forward to in eternity.  Because there is suffering in the world we have hope and a relationship with Jesus.  Suffering is a reminder of the grace of the one who suffered in our place.  While suffering is never pleasant it was necessary to secure our salvation and reveal the glory of the grace of Christ.  Secondly if Christ was willing to suffer for the glory of the Father, what are you willing to lay aside, sacrifice, and suffer through for his glory?
Own Your Faith: Lesson 14
Core Question: Why Does God Allow Suffering?  
Big Idea: God Ordained Suffering Primarily to Show the Glory of the Grace of God

(Student Copy)
Intro


The last lesson talked about the evil that exists in the world and why there is evil and how God can allow evil to exist.  This lesson discusses the necessity of suffering in the world.  We know that suffering is the result of sin, but why is suffering a necessary part of not only the unbeliever’s life, but the life of the believer as well?  People get sick and eventually die.  Many live with life dominating disabilities like blindness, chronic pain, paralysis, and various other disabilities.  The interesting thing about suffering is that no one escapes life without going through it.  While it is true that some seem to go through more severe suffering than others no one is immune to the suffering that is just a part of life.  If you haven’t gone through any type of significant suffering yet the truth is you probably will one day.  Someone close to you will get sick or die.  You will lose a job and worry about money.  You will be betrayed by someone closest to you.  You will physically suffer yourself from some disability or accident.  No one expects to get into a car accident and never walk again, but it happens doesn’t it?  The question that naturally comes to mind is how; if God is so great and so loving can he allow people to suffer so much?  Why is it a part of everyone’s life especially the lives of Christians?  This lesson seeks to discuss the ultimate reason for suffering.

Text (ESV)

Revelation 13:5-8

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, [1] that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. [2] And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

Ephesians 1:3-8

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us [2] for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight

Ephesians 2:4-7

4 But [2] God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Revelation 5:6-9

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,

Grapple & Discuss

1. Revelation 13 talks about people worshipping this beast.  We will not concern ourselves with the identity of the beast for this topic.  Who worships this beast according to this text?  





























































































2. What is the description of the book of life in this text?  

































































3. When were the names of this book written in it?  














































































4. In addition to names being written down before the foundation of the world what else was determined before creation based on the books description?  



































































































Read the Ephesians Texts
5. According to this text what did God do before the foundation of the world?  






















































































6. In verses 4-5 we see that God chose us and that he predestined us.  According to the dependent clause in verse 6 why did God do those two actions?  



































































































7. According to the Ephesians 2 text how are God’s love and mercy described?  










































































8. According to this text what was the reason God showed rich mercy and great love to sinners?  























































































































Read the Revelation 5 Text

For what will we be worshipping Christ for in heaven?  






































































































Bridges

4. Why did God lavish his great love on you and save you?  
















































































































5. How should this understanding of God’s purpose in suffering impact your worship?  











































































































6. How does this understanding of Suffering impact our view of suffering?  


























































































































