Own Your Faith: Lesson 8
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus, the All Powerful One
(Leader Copy)
Intro
 	People are very much interested in power.  Even if we don’t pursue power themselves we are fascinated with those who are in power.  This is one reason people stand in droves outside of the White House in Washington.  Even if they don’t care for the current man in office they are enamored with the office itself.  While visiting Washington DC one man I was in a conversation with was so excited to tell me that when he was at the White House earlier that day that Marine 1, the helicopter that flies the President around landed on the lawn and the President himself walked out of the helicopter and into the White House.  Listening to him tell his story I found myself a little jealous that I had not had the same experience during my White House visit earlier that day.  We love to meet people in power don’t we?  We love when we possess power as well.  We are a people fascinated with power.  This should drive us to know more deeply the one who truly possesses all power.  Presidents come and go and with them their power, but Jesus possesses power that is without limits.
Text (ESV)
Matthew 8:1-4  
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  2 And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."  3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them."
Matthew 8:23-27  
And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.  24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.  25 And they went and woke him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing."  26 And he said to them, "Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?" Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.  27 And the men marveled, saying, "What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?"

Matthew 8:28-34   
And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.  29 And behold, they cried out, "What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?"  30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them.  31 And the demons begged him, saying, "If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs."  32 And he said to them, "Go." So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters.  33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.
Matthew 9:18-26  
While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live."  19 And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples.  20 And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,  21 for she said to herself, "If I only touch his garment, I will be made well."  22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." And instantly the woman was made well.  23 And when Jesus came to the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion,  24 he said, "Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him.  25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose.  26 And the report of this went through all that district.
Grapple & Discuss
1. What kind of a disease was leprosy?  Leprosy is a disease in which the victim develops severe skin lesions and sores which result in the disfiguring of the extremities which in time require amputation for some.  Leprosy in the Bible went untreated and eventually took the life of the person.  Due to the contagiousness of the disease lepers were outcasts of society forced to live in communities of their own.

2. Why is it significant that Jesus touched this leper?  No one in this culture would have touched a leper.  To do so would have been unclean risking getting the disease themselves.  Jesus without any hesitation touched the leper.  Jesus touched him to reveal his power over the disease.  This revealed that Jesus was more powerful than what was in this culture one of the most horrific diseases one could have been stricken with.  This didn’t bother Christ.  In love he touched the man when no one else would.

3. What does this story reveal about Jesus power?  This reveals that Jesus has power over sickness.  When this man was touched by Jesus he was immediately healed.  Jesus proved in this act that he has the power over all illness no matter how horrible it may be.  His power over illness was clearly demonstrated.

4. Why were the men in the boat freaking out so much?  They did not have faith that Jesus was powerful enough to calm the storm.  They thought they were going to perish in the sea.  Placing yourself in the shoes of these men, would you have reacted any differently?  Most of us would have freaked out as well.  It came down to a matter of faith for these guys and it was their faith that Jesus called into question.  Jesus revealed that their faith was not what it needed to be so Jesus gave them and us someone to place our faith in who has power over creation.

5. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  This story reveals Jesus power over creation.  Storms can be amazing forces.  When we see lightning and hear the crack of thunder in the summer time when a thunderstorm passes overhead it instills within us awe.  Think about the amount of electricity there is in one bolt of lightning.  An individual bolt averages around 30,000 amps of electricity and the air in the core of a lightning bolt has been estimated to be heated to as much as 54,000°F which is six times hotter than the surface of the sun.  The waves were big enough that the boat was filling with water and then with a spoken word it all stopped.  When we consider the amazing power that comes with a  storm consider the amazing power of the one who calmed the storm.  Jesus power is far greater than the storm.  This reveals Jesus absolute power over creation also revealing him as creator.

6. What is a demon?  The most common belief is that the demons are the fallen angels that were cast out of heaven when Lucifer, now Satan led a rebellion against God.  This seems to be the most logical and Biblical conclusion.  There is no doubt Biblically that demons do exist in the world and they had to come from somewhere.  We know that God created angels and man.  There is no record of him creating an evil on and his followers.  We therefore conclude that Satan and his angels are the demons that possess men even today.

7. Why were these demons so fearful of Jesus?  They knew that Jesus was going to judge and punish them further one day for their wickedness.  They also knew that that day had not yet come.  Thinking Jesus had come to condemn them before that day they were greatly afraid.  They knew Jesus and they knew his power over them and this freaked them out.

8. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  This reveals Jesus absolute power over Satan and his demons.  The world is full of stories of people who are sure they have encountered demons or demon possessed people.  These stories are always frightening to us because of the evident power that these demons possess.  Certainly the people of this town feared these demon-possessed men and kept away from them, but not Jesus.  He immediately confronted the demons and showing his authority and power over them he casts them out and the only place they could retreat to was the swine and into the sea.

9. What does this final story reveal about Jesus?  This reveals Jesus power over death.  When this ruler came to him the daughter was already dead.  For some reason this man had faith that Jesus had power over even death itself.  It’s one thing to heal a disease.  We can heal leprosy today with simple antibiotics.  It’s one thing to cast out a demon.  Men have been known in the name and power of Christ to overcome and cast out demons today.  To command nature and ultimately raise the dead is a true revelation of the power of Jesus.  This final miracle of raising this girl from the dead reveals to us Jesus absolute power over all even power over life and death.  If in his spoken word Jesus created life he can also in his spoken word take it only to give it back again as in the case of this ruler’s daughter.

















Bridges
1. Other than his power over sickness what else did Jesus healing of the leper reveal about himself?  This revealed that Jesus had deep concern and love for people.  Jesus cared that this man was suffering both spiritually and physically.  Not only did he address people’s spiritual needs, but he addressed their physical needs as well.  Jesus reached out to the outcasts of society so that they too could be healed.  Jesus seems to have this big heart for the outcast and sinner.  I love the fact that Jesus did not simply say “be clean,” but he reached out his hand and touched the man.  Jesus love for us is beyond our understanding and even in an incredible display of power Jesus manifests true love for people.

2. How does Jesus’ power over sickness help us to understand how he may work in our lives today?  The truth is we all get sick from time to time.  Some of us seem to get sick a lot more than others.  Some even get so ill that it eventually takes their lives.  If God has authority over sickness we know that he can take that sickness away.  So we pray a lot for God to heal don’t we?  If God is the one who removes sickness is he not also the one who allows it?  Could it be that God sends sickness our way for a reason?  What was a possible reason for this man’s leprosy?  Could it have been that this man through his sickness was able to experience the glory of the grace of Christ at a level he would not have been able to otherwise?  This also glorified God in that others were witnesses to the power of Jesus.  Not only is God the remover of sickness, but is also the one who sends it into our lives for our good and his glory.  It’s just hard to see this when we are in the middle of it.

3. How does Jesus power over nature help you to understand him better?  When we look at the incredible power that nature possesses it amazes us.  We have seen in our lifetimes some amazing acts of nature.  We have seen 100 foot waves destroy cities and kill thousands.  We have seen storms destroy man made levies and bury an entire city under water.  We have seen tornados lift homes and trucks from the ground and throw them hundreds of yards away.  Nature is a powerful, powerful force.  Yet, when nature comes face to face with Christ, it submits without a fight.  This is a testament to the power of the creator Christ.  This gives us a little idea of the power he possesses, but at the end of the day we are just scratching the surface of beginning to understand the power of Christ.  Colossians says all things were made by him and for him.  He is Lord over it all and thus is worthy of our worship.  So worship the one whom even the winds and the waves obey.





4. How does Christ’s power over death help us?  One thing that most men fear is death.  It is the one thing in life no one escapes.  No matter how much healthy food you eat, no matter how much you stay in shape, death waits for you.  The only thing we can do is prolong it.  This creates fear in most men’s hearts, but for the follower of Christ we can have peace because we know that death is not Jesus thing.  He has power over death which means that we will live forever.  Even though this physical body may die we know from the Bible that it will rise with Christ one day.  Death shouldn’t be something Christians fear because we are owned by the very one who conquers death.  Death has no power over the follower of Christ because it has no power over Christ.  This is a truth that should free every one of us.

5. Why is it so important for us to live under the truth that Jesus has power over Satan?  It becomes easy for believers to be discouraged by the evil of this world, but also by the undefeated sin in their own lives.  It seems at times as though the world is given into the power of Satan and that Satan has free reign over the earth.  Satan is indeed powerful and that is evidenced by the evil around our earth.  Think about the millions of people killed each year by murder, war, terrorism, and other acts of violence.  This world can easily become a very discouraging place to live for a follower of Christ.  It is important to keep in mind that Satan will not always be free to roam the earth, but that one day he will be bound by Jesus himself and cast into the lake of fire.  Jesus is also right now able to defeat Satan’s attacks in your own life.  We need to let this understanding of Jesus power over Satan free us to enjoy the victory that the cross of Christ brings.  Satan hates the fact that through the shed blood of Christ men are receiving salvation and victory.  Let us walk in the confidence that the power of Jesus brings in our lives and not be discouraged by the evil around us.  Jesus through the cross is able to free anyone from the grasp of Satan and transform the life.











Own Your Faith: Lesson 8
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus, the All Powerful One
(Student Copy)
Intro
 	People are very much interested in power.  Even if we don’t pursue power themselves we are fascinated with those who are in power.  This is one reason people stand in droves outside of the White House in Washington.  Even if they don’t care for the current man  in office they are enamored with the office itself.  While visiting Washington DC one man I was in a conversation with was so excited to tell me that when he was at the White House earlier that day that Marine 1, the helicopter that flies the President around landed on the lawn and the President himself walked out of the helicopter and into the White House.  Listening to him tell his story I found myself a little jealous that I had not had the same experience during my White House visit earlier that day.  We love to meet people in power don’t we?  We love when we possess power as well.  We are a people fascinated with power.  This should drive us to know more deeply the one who truly possesses all power.  Presidents come and go and with them their power, but Jesus possesses power that is without limits.
Text (ESV)
Matthew 8:1-4  
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him.  2 And behold, a leper came to him and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."  3 And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them."
Matthew 8:23-27  
And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.  24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.  25 And they went and woke him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing."  26 And he said to them, "Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?" Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.  27 And the men marveled, saying, "What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?"

Matthew 8:28-34   
And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.  29 And behold, they cried out, "What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?"  30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them.  31 And the demons begged him, saying, "If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs."  32 And he said to them, "Go." So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the waters.  33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men.  34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.
Matthew 9:18-26  
While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live."  19 And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples.  20 And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,  21 for she said to herself, "If I only touch his garment, I will be made well."  22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." And instantly the woman was made well.  23 And when Jesus came to the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion,  24 he said, "Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him.  25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl arose.  26 And the report of this went through all that district.
Grapple & Discuss
1. What kind of a disease was leprosy?  																																																								

2. Why is it significant that Jesus touched this leper?  																																																																														
3. What does this story reveal about Jesus power																																																																			

4. Why were the men in the boat freaking out so much?  																																																																														

5. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  																																																																			

6. What is a demon?  																																																																						

7. Why were these demons so fearful of Jesus? 																																																																			

8. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  																																																							
9. What does this final story reveal about Jesus?  																																																																															




















Bridges
1. Other than his power over sickness what else did Jesus healing of the leper reveal about himself?  																																																																																			

2. How does Jesus’ power over sickness help us to understand how he may work in our lives today?  																																																																																			

3. How does Jesus power over nature help you to understand him better?  																																																																																							

4. How does Christ’s power over death help us?  																																																																																											



5. Why is it so important for us to live under the truth that Jesus has power over Satan?  																																																																																																														
