Own Your Faith: Lesson 7
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus is the Sinless Son of God
(Leader Copy)
Intro
 	Our previous study took us into the truth that Jesus was God come in the flesh.  Now that we can with confidence believe that Jesus was God we need to examine some of those individual aspects of Jesus nature that are a result of and are evidence of his deity.  Romans states clearly that “there is none that does good, no not even one.”  This is a reference to all of human kind born of Adam (ref Rom. 5).  There is one however that exists that is perfect and without any fault at all.  That person is God.  It is important to know that Jesus as God possesses that same quality where there cannot be found in him any darkness or evil at all.  It cannot be underestimated how crucial this aspect of Christ’s nature is to the Gospel that we proclaim to the world, for if this is not true then the Gospel is rendered ineffective as we will soon see.
Text (ESV)
1 John 1:1-5  
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-  2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us-  3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
Hebrews 4:14-15  
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21   
 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Grapple & Discuss
1. How do we know I John 1 is speaking of Jesus?  If we remember the previous lesson we studied how Jesus was God, but God come in the flesh.  This means that Jesus had a physical body which could be seen, touched, and heard.  John is describing the person of Jesus Christ.  John as an apostle spent much time with Jesus personally and refers to him here as the Word of Life which was manifest to man from the Father.  In other words, God manifest his son in the form of a person and this is who John was describing in these verses.

2. What does it mean that God is light?  This means that the very essence and nature of God is holy and good.  Light and darkness are contrasted in these verses.  Light therefore is a representation of what is good and darkness of what is evil.  There cannot be found in the nature of Christ any evil at all.  He is completely good and holy.  There has never been an accusation made against him that stood.  Therefore because God is light we know that all of his actions are right and good.

3. What was the message that John was declaring to those he was writing to?  That Jesus is light and there is no darkness in him at all.  John says that this was the message that Jesus himself preached.  This message is an essential part of the Gospel which John was declaring.  If Jesus had any darkness in him the Gospel would have been rendered useless.

4. Why is it so important to the Gospel that Jesus be sinless?  If we look back at the Old Testament sacrificial system the required sacrifice which was to atone for the sins of the people had to be a perfect sacrifice without blemish.  This was God’s requirement.  God cannot simply overlook our sin.  He would not be just if he just overlook our sin and didn’t judge it. Therefore God must pour out his just, righteous wrath upon sin.  Because God’s requirement was a perfect sacrifice it is of utmost important that the sacrifice that Jesus claimed to be, be perfect.  There is only one way God’s wrath could be satisfied; through the death of a perfect, sinless sacrifice.  If Jesus were not sinless God would not have accepted his death as atonement for sin.  If Jesus had sin he would be under the same condemnation as us and would have no righteousness to offer us, but because of his death we are covered in his righteousness made available to us.  We needed a perfect, sinless sacrifice so that our sin may be covered up by the righteousness of that sacrifice.  A sacrifice with any sin at all would have no power to cover anyone’s sin.

5. What was the role of the High Priest in the Old Testament?  He was responsible for the worship that took place in the temple.  He performed the sacrifices that the people brought and made sure everything was done according to the word of the Lord.  One of his most significant roles was that he would once a year on the day of atonement sacrifice one sacrifice for all the people and take that blood into the holies of holies of the temple and sprinkle that blood on the altar.  The high priest was essentially Israel’s representative to God.  The Israelites did not have direct access to the Father.  They had to go through the priest.

6. How is Jesus a High Priest who is sympathetic to us?  When Jesus died the Gospels record that the veil of the temple separating the holiest place from the rest of the temple was torn in two.  This was a picture that we no longer needed a human priest to access the Father in heaven, but that we would have direct access to God individually for forgiveness of sins.  Jesus now acts as our high priest interceding on our behalf before the Father.  We can go directly to the Father through Jesus.  Jesus knows also what it is like to be tempted with sin because as a the God-man he had flesh and blood and was tempted in all the same ways we are tempted.  Therefore he can sympathize with us knowing exactly what we are going through when we are tempted.

7. Is it wrong to be tempted, why or why not?  If it were wrong to be tempted then Jesus would have not been the perfect, holy, light of the world.  Therefore we can say with confidence that it is not wrong to be tempted to sin.  Temptation to sin does not equal sin.  It is only when we give into temptation that we sin.  Jesus was tempted all of the time with all of the same things we are tempted with.  The only difference is that Jesus according to this passage was without sin.  He was tempted and chose not to sin.  He was never overcome by temptation as we are.  He was without sin.

8. How was Jesus made to be sin in II Cor. 5?  When Jesus went to the cross he went as a sinless sacrifice, but when he died he took all of the sins of the world upon himself and in his death he absorbed the wrath of God.  Because God’s wrath was absorbed when it was poured out on the sin that Jesus had placed upon him; the opportunity for the righteousness of Christ to be place upon believers was made available.  Jesus therefore in him bearing the sins of the world upon himself was made to be sin and this was only possible because he had no sin.

9. How are we made partakers of the righteousness of Christ?  We need to realize that there is only one who could atone for our sins and that is Christ because Christ was sinless.  We cannot do it ourselves because we have sinned.  The fact that Jesus was the sinless Son of God gives us the assurance that because of the cross we receive the righteousness of Christ.  The righteousness of Christ covers our sin so that when God judges us he judges us on the basis of the righteousness of Christ.  So, when you judge one who is innocent they are declared to be free from any penalty.  We become partakers of this righteousness through faith in the wrath absorbing death of Christ.





Bridges
1. How does understanding the holiness of Christ affect our view of ourselves?  It should allow us to see ourselves as we really are.  So many of us are deceived into thinking that we are monumentally better than we really are because of what we compare ourselves to.  While we have to recognize that we have some sin in our lives we don’t have to look too far to find someone who is a lot worse that we are.  This leads us into a false sense of “goodness.”  When we compare ourselves to the adulterers and murderers we hear about on the news we can look at our lives and thing we are doing pretty well.  When we compare ourselves to Christ however we get a completely different picture.  We are only good if there is not a holy God, but there is a holy God and when compared to him we see ourselves as we really are; sinful, fallen, and depraved individuals. 

2. Why is it so important that we see ourselves as we really are?  This is important because of what we were created for.  We were created for worship, to glorify God.  If we buy into the lie of inherent goodness thinking of ourselves as better than we really are we will never see our real need of a savior.  If we never see our need of a savior we will never be reconciled to Christ thus giving us the opportunity to enter into his very presence and worship him with our lives.  If we get to the point where we see our need of a savior, but forget what we were saved from we will no longer glory in the atonement, the cross of Christ and will not be able to worship fully.  It is monumentally important that we constantly look at ourselves through the lens of the righteousness of Christ and then be led to worship him for giving us his righteousness because we do not possess our own.

3. How does it help you knowing that Jesus was tempted, but didn’t sin?  First of all this lets us know that Jesus is sympathetic to our struggles.  No one can say that Jesus doesn’t know what we are going through.  It should give us great comfort in life that Jesus knows exactly what we are going through on a daily basis.  He can identify with us and our struggles.  This should push us deeper into our relationship with him especially when we face temptation.  How awesome is it to go to a God who knows exactly what you’re going through right now?  Secondly, knowing that Jesus was tempted, but didn’t sin gives us the assurance that he will give us victory over temptation in our own lives.  Jesus proved through his life that he has power over sin.  He defeated sin every time he was tempted.  This same power is made available to us as believers.  We don’t have to live dominated by sin because we serve the one who defeated the power of sin and released us from sin’s grasp.  Jesus who experienced victory will also give us victory over temptation that sin brings.




4. What does the sinlessness of Christ mean for us in the future?  We are going to be made fully like Christ one day.  This is an awesome truth that we have to look forward to.  In the mean time we have the promise that God will continue his work in us until the end.  That is a process that we are a part of whereby we are progressively made a little more like Jesus day by day and little by little.  If our end is to be like Christ then that process starts at salvation when we place our faith in Christ.   We have the promise that we will have victory over sin as we are made more and more like Jesus in this life and fully made like him when we shall “see him as he is.”

























Own Your Faith: Lesson 7
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus is the Sinless Son of God
(Student Copy)
Intro
 	Our previous study took us into the truth that Jesus was God come in the flesh.  Now that we can with confidence believe that Jesus was God we need to examine some of those individual aspects of Jesus nature that are a result of and are evidence of his deity.  Romans states clearly that “there is none that does good, no not even one.”  This is a reference to all of human kind born of Adam (ref Rom. 5).  There is one however that exists that is perfect and without any fault at all.  That person is God.  It is important to know that Jesus as God possesses that same quality where there cannot be found in him any darkness or evil at all.  It cannot be underestimated how crucial this aspect of Christ’s nature is to the Gospel that we proclaim to the world, for if this is not true then the Gospel is rendered ineffective as we will soon see.
Text (ESV)
1 John 1:1-5  
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-  2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us-  3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
Hebrews 4:14-15  
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
2 Corinthians 5:21   
 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Grapple & Discuss
1. How do we know I John 1 is speaking of Jesus?  																																																						

2. What does it mean that God is light?  																																																																				

3. What was the message that John was declaring to those he was writing to?  																																																																											

4. Why is it so important to the Gospel that Jesus be sinless?  																																																																																																					

5. What was the role of the High Priest in the Old Testament?  																																																																													
6. How is Jesus a High Priest who is sympathetic to us?  																																																																																										

7. Is it wrong to be tempted, why or why not?  																																																																															

8. How was Jesus made to be sin in II Cor. 5?  																																																																															

9. How are we made partakers of the righteousness of Christ?  																																																																																																					




Bridges
1. How does understanding the holiness of Christ affect our view of ourselves?  																																																																																																			

2. Why is it so important that we see ourselves as we really are?  																																																																																																					

3. How does it help you knowing that Jesus was tempted, but didn’t sin?  																																																																																																																											

4. What does the sinlessness of Christ mean for us in the future?  																																																																																									
