Own Your Faith: Lesson 6
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus is God Come in the Flesh
(Leader Copy)

Intro
 	There are a lot of ideas in our world concerning who Jesus was.  No one will dispute the fact that in history there was a man who lived on earth named Jesus and that this man proclaimed a message and was eventually killed for that message.  Even the most hardened atheist admits to the fact that a man named Jesus lived and had a profound impact upon the world.  In answer to the question, who was Jesus many different opinions have been formulated.  Some claim Jesus was a mere prophet sent from God.  Others say Jesus was only a good teacher who gave us some good teaching on how to live life well.  Others view Jesus as a lunatic and reject his teachings all together.  The only problem with each of these views is the fact that Jesus never claimed to be any of these things, but rather something far different and far better.  In this lesson we will examine the claims Jesus made as well as the works that He did to show to the world exactly who He is.
Text (ESV)
Mark 2:1-12  
And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.  2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them.  3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.  4 And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.  5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven."  6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,  7 "Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, "Why do you question these things in your hearts?  9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your bed and walk'?  10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"- he said to the paralytic-  11 "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home."  12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"

John 11:40-45  
40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"  41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me."  43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out."  44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him,
John 5:20-27  
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.  21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.  22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,  23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.  24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.
Grapple & Discuss
1. Why did these men bring their friend to Christ?  They had faith that Christ had the power to heal their friend of his paralysis giving him the ability to walk again. 

2. When Jesus did not heal the man first, but rather forgave his sins why did this upset the Scribes?  The scribes were very religious men who were very familiar with the Old Testament scriptures and even had much of it memorized.  By the statements that they made they knew that only One was capable of forgiving sins and that was God.  Therefore, to claim to be able to forgive sins would be the claim to be God.  Anyone who claimed to be God was guilty of blasphemy.  They rejected Jesus claim to be able to forgive sins and thus rejected his claim that he was God?




3. Why did Jesus not first heal the man thus revealing His power over physical infirmity, but rather forgave his sins.  First of all Jesus addressed this man’s greatest need first.  Even though he was a paraplegic his greater need was the forgiveness of his sins.  This is the greatest need any of us have.  Secondly and more importantly Jesus was making a very big statement about who He is.  For Jesus to have simply healed the man by giving him the ability to walk again the people would have only been amazed at his power to heal.  Jesus wanted this crowd to know something about himself that is far better than just the power to heal.  Jesus wanted them to know he had the power to forgive sins.  Understanding that the only one who can forgive sins Jesus wanted them to know that he was in fact God in the flesh come to forgive sins not just perform some good acts of kindness.

4. Why did Jesus ask which is easier, to heal or to forgive sins?  To heal a disease is one thing.  To forgive sins is an act that is in a category all its own.  It would be one thing to heal a man.  It is a completely different thing to forgive a man’s sins.  Jesus asked this question because he knew they were accusing him of blasphemy.  Jesus therefore responds by telling them why he chose to say “Your sins are forgiven” rather than “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  This was to show that he was in fact the one and only God who had the authority to forgive sins.  If Jesus had been lying here he would have in fact been guilty of blasphemy.  So, to further validate his claim he heals the man of his paralysis.

5. What was the result of what Jesus said and did?  He was glorified by the people.  There were those witnesses who heard and saw all of this take place and as a result they became followers of Jesus.  They were amazed at what they had experienced and the result of their encounter with Christ was worship.

6. Read John 11:40-45.  Why did Jesus pray thanking the Father that he heard him?  He did this to make a point.  Jesus even clearly says I prayed this so that these people would know that you are the one that sent me.  So there would be no doubt as to who Jesus was and who had sent him Jesus prays to the Father thanking him.

7. How does this miracle show who Jesus was?  Right after Jesus thanked the Father he raised Lazarus from the dead.  If Jesus would have simply proved to the crowd that he was sent by God that would not have necessarily proved that He was God.  There are a lot of men sent by the Father, but only one was actually God himself.  Therefore after Jesus’ prayer to the Father Jesus proved he was God by showing to all that he had the power over life and death by bringing Lazarus back to life with his spoken word.  There is only one who has the authority over life and death and that is the author of life: God.  Jesus therefore proved through this act of power that he was not only sent of the Father, but was God himself come in the flesh possessing the power of God himself.



8. How do the statements of John 5:20-27 prove that Jesus is God?  It is obvious that God the Father possesses all power and authority.  No one will argue that.  Many will argue however whether Jesus possessed all power and authority.  Theses claims in this passage clearly state that the same power and authority that the Father has also belongs to Jesus.  While God has entrusted to certain men in the Bible great power to do great things in his name no one possesses the same power and authority that the Father possesses except for Christ.

9. What does it mean that the Father has life in himself and what are the implications for Jesus?  This means that the Father is not dependent on anyone for life.  As God’s creation we are totally dependent upon for our lives.  It was God who gave us life and it is God who sustains our lives.  Apart from God we do not have life and cannot live.  God is self existent.  He had no creator and no one sustains him but himself.  If as this passage claims the same is true of Christ then Christ is also self existent.  Therefore the only self existent one is God leading us to the truth that this passage clearly teaches that Jesus was the self sustaining all powerful Son of God who possessed full deity.  This means he was God in the flesh.

Bridges
1. How does understanding who Jesus really was affect our view of Him?  If Jesus is in fact God then we should worship him as God.  He deserves our worship and we need to recognize that he will be glorified and exalted.  We also need to recognize that his teachings are the authoritative teachings of God himself.  It is one thing to listen to the spoken word of a good teacher who is capable of error.  It is a completely different thing to listen to the spoken word of God himself who is incapable of error.  We need to examine the words of a human teach to determine if they are correct.  We take the words of Christ as absolutely true and irrefutable.  It is the words of Christ that we measure every other teaching up against.  If Christ were simply another teacher or prophet we would not have same confidence in believing what he taught.

2. What will be our response when we encounter and experience Christ?  When we encounter Christ and experience his power our response will be the same as those who experienced him in these passages we’ve been studying.  We will respond with worship.  God will be worshipped one way or another.  The Bible is very clear on that.  When frail fallen men experience the  power of God in their lives their response is always worship.  One of the ways we see the glory of God is through the power he displays through the risen Christ.  When God through the power of the cross transforms a heart God is glorified.  When we fully recognize that Jesus as God has given that power to us as believers we will walk in the confidence and freedom that the power of the cross brings.  This means that we don’t have to be overcome by evil or that we have to live defeated or in bondage to sin or law.  We have the freedom because  the cross has freed us from those things to pursue Christ and worship him fully.

3. If Jesus is God, what should we do with his teachings?  We should study them as the very words of God himself.  We know that the message of Christ is the message God intended for all men to hear and believe.  Most will not believe however.  They do not believe because they don’t believe that Jesus is God.  If you don’t believe that Jesus is God then his words become just the words of another man.  No matter how good the words and teachings are of a natural man they are at the end of the day subject to error because man is fallen.  Christ’s words however are not subject to error because God is without error.  Therefore, the teachings of Christ are the message of the Gospel.  Christ’s teachings reveal to us the God of the universe.  They reveal who he is and what he wants.  They reveal what he loves and what he hates.  They show us how to love him and worship him more fully.  The words of Christ are the most important words one can read and study for in them we see God.

4. Knowing Christ has the authority to judge all things how might that affect our response to him?  We have to recognize that we will all stand before Jesus one day and give account.  We will give account of how we invested this grace that was given to us.  We realize that we don’t judge another, but Jesus does.  We don’t have the authority to judge, but Jesus as God absolutely has that authority.  Knowing he judges all things we need to walk in fear and reverence before him.  This is not the idea that if we mess up Jesus is going to punish us, but rather the idea that what Jesus says is true and just and that it is intended for our good and his ultimate glory.  We therefore exalt him and obey him because we desire to make him famous in the world.  The Bible says also that God is not mocked and that whatever we so we reap.  If Jesus judges all things as God then we cannot simply sow wickedness and reap what is good.  If rather we sow what is good and holy then we will reap what is good because Jesus has declared it to be that way.  Therefore understanding that Jesus as judge will make sure we reap what we sow we walk in reverence and fear while ultimately realizing that whatever Jesus does is out of love for us for our good (Rom. 12).

5. What is the message we proclaim to the world concerning Jesus?  We proclaim that he is the sinless son of God, that he was God come in the flesh crucified fulfilling the Father’s righteous demands.  He as the sinless God was the only one who could have satisfied the demands of the Father.  This is why his claims to be the one and only way, truth, and the life are true and valid.  There is no other way to redemption.  We must proclaim this message to a world who preaches many ways to redemption.  The way is narrow and few will believe, but this is who Jesus was and this is who we herald to the world.  He as the Son of God is the only solution to the sin plagued soul.  Who are you proclaiming him to?





Own Your Faith: Lesson 6
Core Truth:  Who is Jesus and What is His Message
Big Idea: Jesus is God Come in the Flesh
(Student Copy)
Intro
 	There are a lot of ideas in our world concerning who Jesus was.  No one will dispute the fact that in history there was a man who lived on earth named Jesus and that this man proclaimed a message and was eventually killed for that message.  Even the most hardened atheist admits to the fact that a man named Jesus lived and had a profound impact upon the world.  In answer to the question, who was Jesus many different opinions have been formulated.  Some claim Jesus was a mere prophet sent from God.  Others say Jesus was only a good teacher who gave us some good teaching on how to live life well.  Others view Jesus as a lunatic and reject his teachings all together.  The only problem with each of these views is the fact that Jesus never claimed to be any of these things, but rather something far different and far better.  In this lesson we will examine the claims Jesus made as well as the works that He did to show to the world exactly who He is.
Text (ESV)
Mark 2:1-12  
And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.  2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them.  3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.  4 And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay.  5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven."  6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts,  7 "Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, "Why do you question these things in your hearts?  9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your bed and walk'?  10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"- he said to the paralytic-  11 "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home."  12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"

John 11:40-45  
40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"  41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me."  43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out."  44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him,
John 5:20-27  
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel.  21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.  22 The Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son,  23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.  24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  27 And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.
Grapple & Discuss
1. Why did these men bring their friend to Christ?  																																										

2. When Jesus did not heal the man first, but rather forgave his sins why did this upset the Scribes?  																																																																							



3. Why did Jesus not first heal the man thus revealing His power over physical infirmity, but rather forgave his sins.  																																																																					

4. Why did Jesus ask which is easier, to heal or to forgive sins?  																																																																	

5. What was the result of what Jesus said and did?  																																																																		

6. Read John 11:40-45.  Why did Jesus pray thanking the Father that he heard him?  																																																														

7. How does this miracle show who Jesus was?  																																																																																																																			


8. How do the statements of John 5:20-27 prove that Jesus is God?  																																																																												

9. What does it mean that the Father has life in himself and what are the implications for Jesus?  																																																																																																	


Bridges
1. How does understanding who Jesus really was affect our view of Him																																																																												

2. What will be our response when we encounter and experience Christ?  																																																																																																															




3. If Jesus is God, what should we do with his teachings?  																																																																																										

4. Knowing Christ has the authority to judge all things how might that affect our response to him?  																																																																																																												

5. What is the message we proclaim to the world concerning Jesus?  																																																																																																																
