Own Your Faith: Lesson 5
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is Sovereign Over All
(Leader Copy)

Intro
 	This aspect of God is one that has been debated about for centuries.  While all believers would certainly admit that God is sovereign there is much disagreement as to just what that means.  This topic has been a dividing line in many circles and churches.  Rather than divide this should unite Christians with goal and purpose.  One of the definitive texts that describe the sovereignty of God is Romans 9.  This lesson will attempt to carefully examine what the Apostle Paul had to say concerning the sovereignty of God.
Text (ESV)
Romans 9:14-23  
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means!  15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."  18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.  19 You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?"  20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why have you made me like this?"  21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use?  22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,  23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory.




Grapple & Discuss
1. Why would the Apostle Paul ask if there was injustice on God’s Part?  This question was posed as a result of what Paul had just said in the previous verses concerning God’s choice to use Jacob rather than Esau as part of His redemptive plan.

2. How is God therefore just in the sovereign choices He makes regarding mankind in relation to his compassion and mercy?  God has declared that He will have compassion and mercy on whomever He desires.  He told this to Moses in Exodus 33:19.  The text goes on however to explain the most important reason God is just in His sovereign choices.  Paul explains clearly that God’s choices are not dependent upon our efforts.  We cannot will God’s mercy on us nor can we exert ourselves enough to warrant the mercy of God.  God’s mercy is entirely in accordance to His sovereign plan for mankind.  God’s justice is not rooted in men, but in Himself.

3. What do we know about Pharaoh in the book of Exodus?  He was the ruler of Egypt at the time Moses was born.  He held the Hebrews (later to be called Israelites) in captivity and oppressed them with hard labor.  He was not a believer in the God of the Hebrews.  He scoffed at Moses when Moses commanded him to let the people free.  He was responsible for God sending the plagues upon Egypt which ultimately resulted in him losing his own son.  He eventually let the Hebrew children go free only to hunt them down after they left only to have his men destroyed in the Jordan River. 

4. How was God sovereign over Pharaoh’s wicked rule and oppression of His people?  God raised up Pharaoh using his rebellion against God so that ultimately God’s power might be shown to the Israelites and the world.  Had Pharaoh’s heart not been hardened to the command of God to let the people go and he simply let them free, no one would have been able to see that God was in that and that it is God who is ultimately in control.  Rather, because Pharaoh’s heart was hardened  and he did refuse to let the Hebrews go God stepped in and revealed His power over creation and the affairs of men.  He did this through the sending of the plagues and in the event of the Passover night in which God passed over the homes of the Israelites and destroyed the firstborn of all the Egyptians.  When Israel was finally delivered from Egypt who got the credit?  It was God.  God’s power and sovereignty was displayed for all even us who read about it today.  God was exalted because Pharaoh was hardened.  In His sovereignty God will even use the wickedness of men to exalt himself.






5. If God chooses according to v.18 to have mercy on whom he wills and harden whomever He wills, then how can He still find fault in man?   In the midst of God’s sovereign rule and control over the affairs of man He gives choices to men.  As a result men make choices within the realm of God’s sovereignty.  Still God, because He is ultimately in control chooses to use men whom He knows will reject him and hardens their heart like Pharaoh so that ultimately God is exalted in the world.  God holds men responsible because man is still responsible for their choices.  While what was just mentioned are words that I believe to be true.  This is not the argument that the Apostle Paul uses.  Paul answers this question by defending the sovereignty of God.  Mankind is in no position to question the methods and means of the molder.  Man is still responsible because God says He is, end of argument.  This is Paul’s answer in a nutshell.  God can choose to do as He pleases because He is sovereign and at the same time man is responsible for his actions.  God because He is in total control of the universe is within His rights to make some vessels for honorable use and some for dishonorable use and we cannot question His decisions.

6. Read verses 22-23 out of the NIV.  What are the “riches of His glory?”  The answer to this question is found in the context of both verses.  Verse 22 describes God enduring with patience the vessels which will one day be the recipients of His wrath.  This patient endurance allows those who are predestined to be the objects of His mercy to experience the “riches of His glory.”  Therefore these “riches” are only to be experienced by those who are objects of His mercy not the entire world.  If then the objects of His mercy are the only ones experiencing these riches, these riches must be referring to the glory of the cross in providing men life, forgiveness, joy, hope, and all that comes in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  All believers will experience these “riches” which are only made available because of the cross.  The glory of Christ is revealed in the cross and the resurrection.  The cross allows men to experience the riches of forgiveness and healing from sin and the resurrection allows men to experience the riches of a life of victory and service to Jesus.

7. In God’s sovereign plan how does His patient endurance with vessels prepared for wrath allow others to experience the glory of the cross?  If God were to pour out His wrath upon sin right away there would be no opportunity made for anyone to receive His mercy and grace.  The fact that He has not poured out His wrath upon sin yet indicates that He is indeed a God of intense passionate mercy and grace.  If God unleashed His wrath upon sin now an destroyed the world He would be perfectly just in doing so, but He hasn’t.  There are still those to whom He wants to show mercy.  They are those who deserve His wrath.  God in the future pouring out of His wrath upon sin will reveal just how merciful He was in allowing some to experience the “riches of His glory.”  Therefore in God’s sovereign plan he is using sin and His judgment of sin to reveal what is emphasized in Scripture as one of the most glorious aspects of God and that is His grace.  Because God is sovereign He planned that sin would ultimately exalt the glory of the cross.  The cross is not glorious without the sin that the cross saves from.  Verses 24-29 are a vivid indication of the emphasis on how much God desires to exalt Himself through the revelation of His grace.  God’s wrath and judgment in verse 22 are only a means to reveal His grace.

Bridges
1. How does understanding the sovereignty of God affect how we view our circumstances?  If we truly believe that God ordains and is in control of the circumstances of our lives and that He has the goal of exalting Himself by revealing His grace through them we can and must trust in His sovereign plan.  This means we can never question God or claim that God does not care or that God is not good.  Even in the midst of difficult circumstances grace is revealed and experienced.  In fact grace is probably experienced at its deepest levels in times of difficulty because it forces us to rely upon grace to make it.  This means that we are submitting to the sovereignty of God without question.  Understanding God’s sovereignty allows us the freedom to submit with contentment to what God is brining into our lives circumstantially. This makes contentment with our circumstances possible.  This brings peace to our hearts and joy to our lives because we know that God is control orchestrating the circumstances of our lives so that He will ultimately be exalted.

2. How does understanding the sovereignty of God affect our evangelism efforts?  First of all God’s sovereignty does not negate our responsibility to share the Gospel.  God in His grace chooses to use us to declare this glorious message.  The fact that men receive it and are transformed is a testament to the glory of God and the cross.  God has allowed us to, but has ordained that we declare this message to the world.  That being said we are free to declare this message with passion knowing that we are not responsible to save people.  We are responsible to give the message.  God is responsible to save.  We should not be pressured to quickly rush through the Romans road with someone for fear that if we don’t that will be their only chance to hear.  We must not pressure anyone to recite the sinner’s prayer so that we feel good about it.  We must simply give the message and get out of the way, not strapping ourselves to the Gospel, but letting God be sovereign and letting the power that is the Gospel of Jesus work.

3. How should evil and suffering in the world be viewed through the lens of sovereignty?  Christians often want the evil of this world to be judged and rightly so.  God however is withholding His wrath for a future day.  His wrath is being stored up for the Day of Judgment.  Desiring to show his grace and mercy God is withholding His wrath so that more may experience the “riches of His glory.”  Sin is the cause of the evil and suffering in this world.  Apart from evil we would know nothing of grace.  Men who are born evil are given this incredible opportunity to receive grace: the righteousness of Christ.  The evil and the suffering that exist point men to the grace and glory of the cross.  It is only the cross that can heal the fracturing of the soul of man and the evil that exists there.


4. How should human governments be viewed through the lens of sovereignty?  God used Pharaoh to exalt himself and he uses governments today to unfold His plan and exalt himself.  Many Christians spend much time and effort trying to impact and change government.  While that’s not wrong in and of itself we have to realize we are not called to reform government.  We are called to proclaim the glory of the Gospel and the Kingdom.  God is ultimately in control of kingdoms so while we participate at the level we can as citizens of a country we have to accept that a country will head a certain direction because God intends for it to do so.  While we may not be happy with the particular direction of our nation at any given time we must have the peace that comes with knowing the king’s heart is in the hand of God.  Our major efforts therefore must not be focused on reforming government, but on the proclamation of truth.  God will use human government to exalt himself and unfold His plan.

5. How does God’s sovereignty affect your view of self?  We must realize that God’s sovereign grace revealed for us to experience is based solely on His choice not our worth.  God did not save us because we were worth saving.  God did not choose to save us because we possessed more worth than another.  In His sovereign plan God chose to love us with a deep rich love we cannot comprehend so that His glory may be exalted.  God saved us knowing we had nothing to offer Him.  Understanding this should drive us to worship because we know that we in no way deserved the grace made available to us.  This should drive us to serve totally dependent upon His sovereign plan.   We need to recognize that we do not deserve to be a part of this, but God in His sovereign grace and love chose us to be a part of this glorious relationship with him and proclaiming the truth of His salvation.












Own Your Faith: Lesson 5
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is Sovereign Over All
(Student Copy)

Intro
 	This aspect of God is one that has been debated about for centuries.  While all believers would certainly admit that God is sovereign there is much disagreement as to just what that means.  This topic has been a dividing line in many circles and churches.  Rather than divide this should unite Christians with goal and purpose.  One of the definitive texts that describe the sovereignty of God is Romans 9.  This lesson will attempt to carefully examine what the Apostle Paul had to say concerning the sovereignty of God.
Text (ESV)
Romans 9:14-23  
14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means!  15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."  18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.  19 You will say to me then, "Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?"  20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why have you made me like this?"  21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use?  22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,  23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory.
Grapple & Discuss
1. Why would the Apostle Paul ask if there was injustice on God’s Part?  																																																				
2. How is God therefore just in the sovereign choices He makes regarding mankind in relation to his compassion and mercy?  																																																																																													

3. What do we know about Pharaoh in the book of Exodus?  																																																																																																					

4. How was God sovereign over Pharaoh’s wicked rule and oppression of His people?																																																																																																														

5. If God chooses according to v.18 to have mercy on whom he wills and harden whomever He wills, then how can He still find fault in man?   																																																																																																																			
6. Read verses 22-23 out of the NIV.  What are the “riches of His glory?”  																																																																																																																

7. In God’s sovereign plan how does His patient endurance with vessels prepared for wrath allow others to experience the glory of the cross?  																																																																																																																															











Bridges
1. How does understanding the sovereignty of God affect how we view our circumstances?  																																																																																																													
2. How does understanding the sovereignty of God affect our evangelism efforts?  																																																																																																														
3. How should evil and suffering in the world be viewed through the lens of sovereignty?  																																																																																																	
4. How should human governments be viewed through the lens of sovereignty?  																																																																																																			
5. How does God’s sovereignty affect your view of self?  																																																																																																																		
