Own Your Faith: Lesson 4
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is Worthy of Our Worship
(Leader Copy)

Intro
There is a lot of confusion out there about worship.  There is a lot of disagreement in the Christian community regarding worship.  It is unfortunate that worship is something that is dividing the Church of God today when it should be something that unites us.  One reason this topic has been so dividing is that we have made worship about us, what we want from worship and what we like about worship and what we want to get out of worship.  This text will show us however that worship has nothing to do with us and everything to do with God.  When we understand that maybe, just maybe worship can unite us.
Text (ESV)
Psalm 113:1-9 
1 Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!  2 Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!  4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!  5 Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,  6 who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?  7 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,  8 to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.  9 He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD!
Grapple & Discuss
1. The writer calls God’s servants to praise.  What does it mean to praise?  Praise has the idea of expressing approval, commendation, or admiration.   When we praise we are proclaiming our admiration and love for something.  Praise is the voice of our affection.  It is the overflow of our heart’s passion, the outward expression of an inward love.

2. When are we to praise God?  From the rising to the setting of the sun is what this writer states.  This implies that we are to be praising God throughout our entire day.  This means that worship is not limited to church services.  Praise is something God wants from us all of the time.  That means all day every day.  Worship is not to be compartmentalized to certain time frames, but something that we live out every day.

3. How is God “high above the nations?”  He is neither accountable to nor subject to any established earthly authority.  God answers to no one, but Himself.  As creator God sits in judgment over His creation and rules over it all as He chooses.  God decisions are not based upon the judgments of rulers or the reactions of any particular nation.  This being an Israelite Psalm note that it was well accepted that God was God over Israel, but the writer of this Psalm declares that God is not only God over Israel, but any other earthly nation.  God is over all people and all nations even those who don’t acknowledge His rule and greatness.

4. What does it mean that His Glory is above the heavens?  When you look up in the sky on a clear night you will see thousands and thousands of stars many of which are millions of light years away.  When you consider the vastness of the universe and just how incredibly enormous it is you cannot help but be amazed.  The most powerful telescopes technology affords us have not even begun to show us the incredible magnitude of the universe.  Yet, when we consider the awesome nature of our universe we are reminded in this text that it is nothing compared to the awesome glory of God.  The Glory of God far exceeds the glory of creation.

5. What do verses 5-6 communicate about God?  Theses verses describe a God who sits on a heavenly throne possessing all authority over His creation.  In light of that description verse six describes this God on His throne who is deeply concerned with what is happening in the lives of those whom He has created and has authority over.  God is not just sitting on His throne waiting to condemn us.  He is graciously intervening on our behalf because He cares deeply about us.  Knowing that we have rebelled against His authority He is our King who pursues us with grace.

6. What kind of people does God delight in showing grace to?  God delights in showing grace to the poor and needy with nothing to offer Him back.  God seeks out the weak and lonely.  He lifts people from points of despair.  The ash heap is a reference to the refuse heap outside the city where the poor would go for warmth because the waste and trash was constantly burned there.  The people that dwell at the trash heap and in the dust of the streets are those whom God delights in showing grace to.  He also loves to reveal His grace to those who have been forsaken which is explained in verse 9.





7. Why would the Psalmist use a barren woman to describe the grace of God here?  In Israelite history and culture bareness was viewed as God forsaking a woman.  Several Israelite women in the Old Testament are given a child which was looked upon as a sign of God’s favor and blessing.  The writer used that as a way to illustrate how only because of God’s grace can one who is barren be given the incredible blessing of a child.  That one who was viewed as forsaken is now the recipient of grace which reveals God’s acceptance of them.

8. Does God lift all poor from the trash heap or give all barren women children?  No, but in His sovereign plan He chooses to do that for some.  When this happens it reveals God’s grace to the world and God is then glorified.

9. According to this passage, what are the two reasons given for worshipping God?  We are to worship God because of His greatness and because of His grace.

Bridges
1. When should you worship God?  Worship is not something that is relegated to church services.  The idea that we are to worship from the rising to the setting of the sun indicates that this is to be a lifestyle that we lead not something compartmentalize and do once in a while in a corporate meeting of believers.  Worship is not just limited to singing.  We praise God with the way that we live our lives, with the attitudes that we carry with us, and with the choices that we make.  Worship and praise is the overflow of our relationship with Jesus.  It is our response to who God is.

2. How does God’s greatness motivate you to worship?  When you begin to understand just how glorious and awesome Jesus is you will begin to understand how to live this life of worship.  At first it seems very difficult to do as the writer of this Psalm describes in praising from morning till night.  This is not a laborious task inflicted upon us.  This is a response to just how great and glorious our God is.  When you look up into the heavens and see the awesome greatness of space and then realize that God not only created all of that, but holds it in the palm of His hands you will respond with praise not because His creation is great, but because He is great.  We often times get too attached to the creation and the beauty of it and the pleasure it brings us.  What this passage is challenging us to do is, yes appreciate the glory of God’s creation, but realize that it is not nearly so glorious as Jesus.  So, better than anything in creation is Jesus.  Therefore, worship him day and night, constantly praising Him with your life.
3. How does God’s grace motivate you to worship?  The people that the writer describes in this text are the weak, poor, and forsaken.  It is these that God raises up to sit with princes.  It is these that God shows He has not forsaken.  From a spiritual standpoint those described here are us.  Spiritually we are the weak, poor, and forsaken.  It is God who saw us in this condition with nothing to offer Him and chose to passionately pursue us and lift us up from the ash heap we were in and cloth us in the righteousness of Christ giving us the hope of future glory where we will sit at His table.  When you realize what grace did for you who had nothing of value to offer God you will be driven to your knees in worship because you recognize you did not deserve to be lifted up from the ash heap you were in and given life in Christ.  The ability to enter God’s presence and bring Him praise is only possible because of the cross.  Grace has given you this incredible opportunity to bring praise to God.  If you will live your life with this mindset you will live a life of worship and praise will have real meaning for you.

4. Why does God delight in showing grace to the weak and helpless?  When God takes someone who is weak and poor and through grace lifts them up and transforms their life and then uses them to exalt His name this is a testament to the grace of God to the world.  God is most exalted by taking weak vessels and using them to accomplish great things.  Why? Because in the end we are forced to say that God had to have done that in that person’s life because there is no possible way they could have done what they did themselves.  When the attention is drawn to grace and not the individual God is exalted and glorified.  Recognize therefore that anything thing of value that is accomplished in your life is only because God chose to show you sovereign grace and not because you had anything of value to give God.  This allows you the freedom to let your life point to a God who passionately loves you and pursues you and uses you.

5. What is worship really about?  By now I think it’s safe to say that worship is not about you.  It is not about whether you feel like worshipping or not.  It is not about whether you even like worshipping or not.  It is not about what you get out of worship.  Worship is all about recognizing the glorious greatness of a God who rules the universe and yet chooses to reveal His grace to us who are weak and helpless sinners.  Worship is our response to God’s glory and His grace.  Therefore, we must worship when we don’t feel like it.  We must worship not for what we get out of it.  We must worship because He is worthy of our worship.  We need no other reason.



Own Your Faith: Lesson 4
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
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Intro
There is a lot of confusion out there about worship.  There is a lot of disagreement in the Christian community regarding worship.  It is unfortunate that worship is something that is dividing the Church of God today when it should be something that unites us.  One reason this topic has been so dividing is that we have made worship about us, what we want from worship and what we like about worship and what we want to get out of worship.  This text will show us however that worship has nothing to do with us and everything to do with God.  When we understand that maybe, just maybe worship can unite us.
Text (ESV)
Psalm 113:1-9 
1 Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!  2 Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!  4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!  5 Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,  6 who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?  7 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,  8 to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.  9 He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD!
Grapple & Discuss
1. The writer calls God’s servants to praise.  What does it mean to praise?  																																							
2. When are we to praise God?  																																																																				
3. How is God “high above the nations?”  																																																																			
4. What does it mean that His Glory is above the heavens?   																																																																													

5. What do verses 5-6 communicate about God?   																																																																														

6. What kind of people does God delight in showing grace to?  																																																																

7. Why would the Psalmist use a barren woman to describe the grace of God here?  																																																	



8. Does God lift all poor from the trash heap or give all barren women children?  																																						

9. According to this passage, what are the two reasons given for worshipping God?  													


Bridges
1. When should you worship God?  																																																																																																								

2. How does God’s greatness motivate you to worship?  																																																																																																																	





3. How does God’s grace motivate you to worship?  																																																																																																						

4. Why does God delight in showing grace to the weak and helpless?  																																																																																																															

5. What is worship really about?  																																																																																												
