Own Your Faith: Lesson 3
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is Holy and Righteous
(Leader Copy)

Intro:  
	Our previous lesson described the gracious and merciful aspect of God’s attributes as it is fleshed out in forgiveness.  On the heels of studying God’s forgiveness we must ask ourselves why it is necessary for man to be forgiven.  If God is truly a God who wants to forgive why would he judge man at all?  Why would God just simply forgive all men allowing all mankind to experience his salvation?
	One concept that people struggle with is how could a loving and forgiving God judge anyone and send them to hell?  Does the fact that God judges men mean that God is no longer a loving and forgiving God?  In this lesson we will discuss the aspects of God’s holiness and His righteousness and how these attributes affect God’s response to us.  We will seek to answer these sometimes difficult to answer questions that so many people have concerning God’s love and his righteous judgment.
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Text: (ESV)  
Joshua 24:14-19  
14 "Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,  17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed.  18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God."  19 But Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
(Proceed to questions 1-5)

Acts 17:21-31  
Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.  22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,  25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.  26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  27 that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,  28 for "'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'  29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.  30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." (proceed to questions 6-7)
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Grapple & Discuss:         
1. What circumstances surrounded Joshua’s statements in this passage?  Joshua was approaching the end of his life and position of leadership over the nation of Israel.  He had led Israel into the land of Canaan and was now in possession of the land.  As Joshua was approaching the end he gave a challenge to the current leaders of Israel at that time.  Included in that challenge were these words recorded in this chapter.

2. What was Israel’s current standing before God when Joshua gave this challenge to the Israelite leaders?  The Israelites were God’s covenant people.  Part of that covenant required Israel to serve only Yahweh and no other gods and that if Israel turned to serve additional gods, Yahweh would deal with their desertion from Him.  This was one of those unfortunate times in Israel’s history in which they had turned from Yahweh to serve other gods.  In his last challenge to Israel’s leaders he draws a line in the sand telling them they need to choose who they are going to serve.

3. Why did Joshua say that Israel could not serve God even though they said they wanted to?  Israel was in disobedience to God by serving other gods.  They had obviously not forsaken their other gods to serve Yahweh alone.  Joshua mentioned that because of God’s holiness they could not serve God in their current state of unrepentance.  Israel could not serve Yahweh and their false gods.  God will not share His place with antoher.



4. Joshua also mentioned that their sins would not be forgiven.  Why would he say this?  God will forgive those who are truly repentant of their sin.  Repentance means that you completely turn from your sin and turn to God.  Israel had obviously not completely turned from their false Gods.  

5. How did God’s holiness prevent Israel from serving Him and from God forgiving them in their state of unrepentance ?  Holiness means that God is completely separate from all that is evil.  He has no trace of sin at all and therefore cannot be in the presence of sin.  As a result those who come to Him must be in the right standing before Him.  As in Israel’s case they must have been upholding  their part of God’s covenant with them which they were not.  God’s holiness prevented him therefore from forgiving the nation of Israel who was not repenting of their sin of serving other gods.  God could not allow unrepentant sinners to serve Him.

6. What does it mean that God will “judge the world in righteousness?  The fact that God is righteous means that He has to judge everything that is not holy.  His righteousness binds him to deal with unrighteousness.  If God did not judge sin he would not be truly holy and righteous.  God’s righteousness means that He is pure and with out sin meaning, similar to His holiness that he cannot allow sin into his presence and must judge it.  The standard by which God will judge sin his Himself.

7. How does repentance allow God not to judge the sin of the repentant one?  When one totally repents from their sin and turns to Christ, that person is “clothed” in the righteousness of Christ.  They are justified which meant to be “declared righteous.”  God then judges according to His righteous standard and the justified one, because he has Christ’s righteousness measures up and is able to enter the presence of God to serve and worship  Him.








[image: ]Bridges:   

1. Why is it so important for us to have a proper view of God’s holiness?  Understanding God’s holiness is necessary for understanding God’s grace.  If we understand that because God is holy, completely separate from sin and all that is even remotely evil that leads us to realize that we cannot enter the presence of God in our sinful condition.  This also brings us to the realization that because we fall short of God’s righteous standard that we are deserving of His judgment.  The fact that God has provided a way for us to experience  His holiness and enter into a relationship with Him is the essence of His grace.  Because God is holy and we are not it requires grace for us to serve and worship Him in this incredible relationship that God made possible through the cross.

2. How should understanding God’s holiness and righteousness impact our lives as believers?  Understanding these attributes of God leads us to understand His grace.  When we begin to grasp God’s grace we cannot help but exalt Him in worship.  Our response to God and who He is will always be worship.  As you get to know God better, you will worship him deeper and serve Him more.  Understanding God’s holiness and righteousness also allows us to see ourselves with the right perspective.  When compared to other men we can look pretty good and begin to find our worth in ourselves.  When compared to the holiness of God we don’t look so good and are forced to rely on the work of Christ on the cross for our righteousness.  We then find our worth not in ourselves, but in who we are in Christ.  Our boast no longer is in self, but the cross.

3. Is God unloving for judging sin?  No, He is perfectly just in judging sin.  If He did not judge sin He would be going against his very nature of being holy and righteous.  Because God is holy and righteous he must pass judgment upon sin.  The fact that God would choose to save any of us is a testament to His love and grace.  If we all go what we deserved, none of us would have ever experienced grace and forgiveness.  

4. How should a proper understanding of God’s righteousness affect how we view our own sin?  This should cause us all to see our sin as seriously as God does.  We can often fall into the thinking that because our sin is forgiven and we are declared righteous that our sin isn’t so serious.  Understanding how holy God is however should cause us to look at our sin a seriously as He does.  When we see our sin as God does it will cause us to hate it as He does giving us the desire to remove it from our lives (Rom. 6).

Own Your Faith
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is Holy and Righteous
(Student Copy)

Intro:  
	Our previous lesson described the gracious and merciful aspect of God’s attributes as it is fleshed out in forgiveness.  On the heels of studying God’s forgiveness we must ask ourselves why it is necessary for man to be forgiven.  If God is truly a God who wants to forgive why would he judge man at all?  Why would God just simply forgive all men allowing all mankind to experience his salvation?
	One concept that people struggle with is how could a loving and forgiving God judge anyone and send them to hell?  Does the fact that God judges men mean that God is no longer a loving and forgiving God?  In this lesson we will discuss the aspects of God’s holiness and His righteousness and how these attributes affect God’s response to us.  We will seek to answer these sometimes difficult to answer questions that so many people have concerning God’s love and his righteous judgment.
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Text: (ESV)  
Joshua 24:14-19  
14 "Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."  16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,  17 for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed.  18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God."  19 But Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
(Proceed to questions 1-5)

Acts 17:21-31  
Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new.  22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.  23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,  25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.  26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  27 that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,  28 for "'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'  29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.  30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." (proceed to questions 6-7)
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Grapple & Discuss:         
1. What circumstances surrounded Joshua’s statements in this passage?  																																																															

2. What was Israel’s current standing before God when Joshua gave this challenge to the Israelite leaders?  																																																										

3. Why did Joshua say that Israel could not serve God even though they said they wanted to?  																																																												


4. Joshua also mentioned that their sins would not be forgiven.  Why would he say this?  																																																													

5. How did God’s holiness prevent Israel from serving Him and from God forgiving them in their state of unrepentance ?  																																																								


6. What does it mean that God will “judge the world in righteousness?  																																																			

7. How does repentance allow God not to judge the sin of the repentant one?  																																																														







[image: ]Bridges:   

1. Why is it so important for us to have a proper view of God’s holiness?  																																																																											

2. How should understanding God’s holiness and righteousness impact our lives as believers?  																																																																						


3. Is God unloving for judging sin, why or why not?  																																																																													

4. How should a proper understanding of God’s righteousness affect how we view our own sin?  																																																											
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