Own Your Faith: Lesson 2
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is the Forgiving God Our Hiding Place
(Leader Copy)

Intro:  
We know that God possesses all knowledge and power.  We know that God is a holy God and that He is loving and just at the same time.  Now that we are familiar with the attributes that God possesses it’s time to study how those attributes relate to us His creation.  (Have the group talk about places they like to go where they can get away from the world and either relax or feel safe or accepted)
	Today’s Big Idea is: “God is the forgiving God, our hiding place.”  These aspects of God’s relationship to us stem from his attributes of love, mercy, and grace.  There are many different views of God.  We have heard every view from “God is an angry God waiting to judge you,” to “God is such a loving God he would never judge anyone.”  Others view God as an impersonal “man upstairs” who is not concerned with the matters of my life.  It is important to turn to the Bible to see what God is really like in order that we may develop a proper view of God.
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Text: (ESV)  
Psalm 32:1-7  
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah  5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah  6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah
[image: ]
Grapple & Discuss:         
1. What sins had David committed in his life that would have lead him to write these words and what passages are they found in?  II Samuel 11 records David’s sin of adultery with Bathsheba and the consequent murder of Bathsheba’s husband Uriah.  In Chapter 12 of the same book David is confronted with his sin and goes to God seeking forgiveness.
2. What passage of Scripture records David’s prayer of confession for his sins of adultery and murder?  This prayer is found in Psalm 51  (Read through all of Psalm 51.  This will give you a better perspective as you then read through Psalm 32. (Note that the Psalms are in no particular chronological order.))

3. How do we know that David experienced God’s chastening due to his unwillingness to admit his sin?  David mentions that he was silent.  This is a reference to a time period that he went through in which he did not confess his sin.  He mentioned that God’s hand was “heavy” upon him and that he was physically weak.  David was referring to the fact that God was convicting him heavily of his sin and as a result he was suffering physical weakness and exhaustion.  It is amazing the impact that unconfessed sin can have on an individual.

4. At what point did David finally admit his sin and make the choice to hide it no longer?  II Samuel 12 records the story of Nathan the prophet coming to David to confront him with his sin.  At this point David acknowledged his sin and confessed it to God.  This confession and plea for forgiveness is what is recorded in Psalm 51.

5. What was David’s response after he decided to confess his sin?  David was definitely relieved as though a weight had been lifted from his shoulders.  David’s confession prompted him to reflect of the nature of God’s forgiveness and mercy.  This prompted David to worship God and pen the words of this Psalm.

6. What did David mean when he wrote that was a “hiding place” for him?  David was obviously carrying a weight of guilt prior to his confessing of his sin.  When we are in trouble we naturally desire a place of refuge.  When we are out in the rain we seek shelter.  David no doubt felt in trouble and in need of a place of refuge.  He eventually found that shelter in God.  God was for David that place of safety from his sin and his wicked choices.  David found refuge in the realm of God’s forgiveness.  This was the only place David could find refuge.





[image: ]Bridges:   

1. What does it mean that God has forgiven us of our sins and that they are covered?  This means that God will never hold us accountable for our sins.  They have been removed from us as far as the east is from the west as David also writes in Psalm 103.  This means that we will never be punished for our sins.  They are covered in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Paul actually recites this Psalm in his letter to the Romans in chapter 4.  This means that God’s anger toward us has been removed and we are no longer under His wrath.

2. How is God our hiding place?  Once we have experienced true forgiveness that can only come through the cross of Christ we can then experience the refuge that the cross provides.  When Christ forgives our sin He clothes us in His righteousness and removes the penalty of sin.  At that point Christ becomes our refuge, our shelter from the penalty of sin.  Forgiveness does not remove the consequences of our sin.  David still suffered some severe consequences, but in the eyes of God he was declared to be righteous.  While there still will be consequences for our sin we have the awesome knowledge of the fact that we are forgiven and at any time we can run to our refuge from sin.

3. What is chastening and how is it different that punishment?  Chastening is God getting our attention in order that he may confront us with our sin which keeps us from fulfilling our purposed of exalting His glory.  God may get our attention any number of ways.  The primary way in which he lets us know we are sinning is through the guilt that we feel as the Holy Spirit speaks to us.  God may also use difficult circumstances to confront us.  Chastening is not done to punish us it is done to prompt us to confess.  There is no need for chastening if there is confession.  God’s forgiveness does not mean that he chastens after we sin.  Notice how David’s attitude completely changed after he confessed his sin.  The chastening for David ended when he confessed.  God’s forgiveness and restitution is instantaneous.

4. Why is it important to understand God’s forgiveness?  This proper understanding allows us to engage in a proper relationship with Him.  If we know we are fully forgiven and restored this will give us the freedom to worship and serve him with our lives.  We will understand that we are not worthy to worship and serve Him, but because he is our shelter and offers unconditional forgiveness we are given the opportunity to come before Him with worship and service just as we are.  We don’t need to improve ourselves in order to get to a point in which God is pleased with us.  We simply need to understand that God will forgive us if we will just come to him as we are.

Own Your Faith
Core Truth:  Who is God and What is He Like
Big Idea: God is the Forgiving God Our Hiding Place
(Student Copy)

Intro:  
We know that God possesses all knowledge and power.  We know that God is a holy God and that He is loving and just at the same time.  Now that we are familiar with the attributes that God possesses it’s time to study how those attributes relate to us His creation.  
	Today’s Big Idea is: “God is the forgiving God, our hiding place.”  These aspects of God’s relationship to us stem from his attributes of love, mercy, and grace.  There are many different views of God.  We have heard every view from “God is an angry God waiting to judge you,” to “God is such a loving God he would never judge anyone.”  Others view God as an impersonal “man upstairs” who is not concerned with the matters of my life.  It is important to turn to the Bible to see what God is really like in order that we may develop a proper view of God.
[image: ]
Text: (ESV)  
Psalm 32:1-7  
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah  5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah  6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah
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Grapple & Discuss:         
1. What sins had David committed in his life that would have lead him to write these words and what passages are they found in?  																																																																		
2. What passage of Scripture records David’s prayer of confession for his sins of adultery and murder?  																																															

3. How do we know that David experienced God’s chastening due to his unwillingness to admit his sin?  																																														

4. At what point did David finally admit his sin and make the choice to hide it no longer?  																																																	

5. What was David’s response after he decided to confess his sin?  																																																				

6. What did David mean when he wrote that was a “hiding place” for him?  																																																															




[image: ]Bridges:   

1. What does it mean that God has forgiven us of our sins and that they are covered?  																																																													
2. How is God our hiding place?  																																																																				
3. What is chastening and how is it different that punishment?  																																																																
4. Why is it important to understand God’s forgiveness?  																																																																													
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