[bookmark: _GoBack]Own Your Faith: Lesson 24
Core Question: What are Spiritual Gifts and how do I Discover Mine?
Big Idea: We have all Been Given A Spiritual Gift to be used in the Church Pt. 2
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Our last lesson focused on the fact that God has given many different gifts, but that no one gift is more important or valuable than another.  While there are many gifts there is but one Spirit who gives those gifts to men and women who are justified.  The gifts have been a point of disagreement among believers for quite some time.  There are those who believe that certain of the gifts stopped after the death of the Apostles.  These gifts are referred to as sign gifts and were given by the Holy Spirit specifically to point people to the validity of the Gospel and the claims of Christianity in the first century.  The ones who believe and teach that the sign gifts like prophecy and tongues have stopped are called cessationists meaning that the sign gifts have ceased to be given and used in the church.  On the other end of the spectrum are the charismatics.  These tend to view all of the gifts as being given and used in the church today for the edification of the body.  What most charismatic believers are communicating when they are exercising their gift of tongues for instance is an intelligible language that must be interpreted by another. You may have noticed those who claim to have revelation from God in the form of a prophecy.  This revelation is in addition to what God has already revealed in Scripture.  As we examine in further detail the gifts mentioned in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we will try to develop a balanced and exegetically correct view of the gifts and how this impacts your life as a believer in Jesus.  Keep in mind that there is room for disagreeement in the interpretation of some of these gifts as some are merely mentioned and not described.
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 12:10-13 
 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free- and all were made to drink of one Spirit.


Grapple & Discuss
1. What is the gift of the working of miracles and is it being exercised today?  This is one of those gifts that people either totally reject as being relevant for today or completely embrace it as something that is not only relevant, but a sign of God’s blessing on an individual.  The gift of miracles is closely associated with that of healing.  The previous lesson mentioned the aspect of healing in regards to the spiritual healing that takes place as the Gospel is proclaimed and received.  It is important to note at this time however that there are clearly instances in the New Testament where men physically healed other people.  Take the account in Acts 3 where Peter and John go up to the temple to pray and they heal the lame man begging at the temple.  Paul mentions in II Cor. 12:12 that the true apostle did many signs and wonders and works.  There was most definitely in the first century men who had the God-given ability to perform miracles and healing.  These gifts were always verified and the results permanent (the healing lasted).  What of today?  I have never personally witnessed a healing in the sense that Paul and Peter healed, but have witnessed the power of healing through prayer as well as miraculous events through prayer, but is this what was meant by one receiving the gift of healing or miracles?  We know the false teachers on TV are imposters and not in reality healing people.  It would seem that the gift of miracles does not exist today in the same sense that it did in the first century.  It is hard to prove that Biblically however.  Therefore is it possible that somewhere in the world where the Gospel needs to be verified by a miracle that God could grant that gift to a believer?  This is not out of the question either.

2. What does it mean to distinguish between spirits?  This one on its face almost sounds spooky.  How is it that one can distinguish between spirits?  We have to first talk about what is meant by spirits.  This is a clear reference to spirit beings.  The Bible is clear that there are three types of spirit beings.  There is God who is a spirit (John 4:24).  There are angelic beings mentioned in numerous passages and there are demonic beings of which Satan is a part mentioned throughout the Bible as well.  The Bible describes Satan as disguising himself as an angel of light and using false teachers and prophets to deceive men leading them astray.  Satan uses his power and his demonic spirits to influence men and women with lies.  These men and women then take these lies to the world and deceive many.  It is so important that there are people in the church that can tell the difference between the lies of Satan and the truth of the Word of God.  The tricky thing about Satan is that he says things that on the surface sound really good, but in the end will destroy you.  Even Christians fall into the snare at times of believing these lies.  These lies are told by men and women who claim to love Jesus and follow him.  This is what is meant by Satan disguising himself as an angel of light.  There are believers that can identify these lies and expose them for what they are and this is so important.  I believe many men who are called to be pastors possess this gift as one of the roles of the elder is to protect the flock from false teachers.  This also includes the ability to expose those who may be controlled by a demonic spirit so that those with the gift if miracles perhaps can cast out the demon.  If in fact the casting out of demons is considered a gift of miracles.  If you can see how God can use two people with different gifts to accomplish great things for his glory.  “There are many gifts, but one Spirit.”

3. What does it mean to distinguish and interpret tongues?  The gift of tongues is perhaps the most debated spiritual gift there is.  The gift of healing if around today is easily verified or not.  In other words the person in either sick and then really healed or was never sick in the first place.  Or the text is referring to spiritual healing as well.  Tongues however has morphed into a gift whereby one my chant or proclaim various “words” or sounds that to the average person makes no sense even the person communicating in the tongue and then that communication is interpreted by the one with the gift of interpretation of tongues.  The problem with that view however is that when tongues were exercised in the New Testament they were always known languages never made up gibberish.  Tongues were given so that people could hear the Gospel in their own language and believe.  The tongues are a sign to the world of the claims of the Gospel of Jesus.  When tongues were uttered however they were not understood by all who were gathered.  If many could not understand what was being communicated through the tongues then it would not benefit them.  This is why interpretation of the tongues needed to take place.  Do tongues exist today?  It is hard to argue definitively from the Bible that tongues have stopped.  They may very well be around in areas of the world where God is going to save people, but their language is not known and they have to written revelation (the Bible) in their own tongue.  What the charismatic church does with the gift of tongues is not consistent with the use of tongues in the New Testament.  It is possible that one may possess the gift of tongues and not even know it.  It is possible that one could preach the Gospel to a group and all in that group would hear that preacher in their own tongue.  Even this however does not seem consistent with what was happening in the first century because there were some who needed the interpretation which according to Paul in this text is a gift itself.  Therefore the one who heard the message and then was able to explain it to those who could not understand had this gift.

4. Are there other spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture?  Yes, this list is by no means exhaustive.  Paul mentions a few more in wrapping up his discussion at the end of chapter 12 and even talks of desiring the “higher gifts” which seems to contradict what he was saying earlier when he said there are many gifts, but one Spirit who gives those gifts as he wills.  Notice he does not say more important or better gifts, but higher.  In 12:28 the higher gifts are those of prophecy and teaching and then Paul gives what seem to be not specific gifts, but more categories of gifts.  It is therefore possible that there are many more spiritual gifts that the Spirit gives that are not listed in Scripture.  It is therefore possible for a believer to not be quite able to identify his or her spiritual gift exactly.  The point Paul is making is that we are to exercise our spiritual gifts even desiring the gifts of teaching and prophecy, but even more important than the simple exercise of the gifts is love which is the “more excellent way” of verse 28.  Therefore I Corinthians 13 is so necessary.  We can have the use of these gifts and yet without love the use of the gifts is meaningless and futile.  The point is not just finding your gift and using it.  The point is understanding your responsibility to love God and love people is primary.  The use of our gifts no matter what they are need to flow from our love for God first and others second.  Adolescence 

5. What is the “body” that Paul is referring to in this text?  The body Paul is speaking of is the church.  It is important that Paul uses the analogy of the body to refer to the church.  This is significant because the body has numerous members that function differently.  The thumbs allow the person to do things that the mouth cannot do.  God has placed people in the church with gifts so that the church can function in its God-given role for the glory of Christ. The gifts are directly related to the church in this text.  The use of your gifts takes place in the church for the mission of the church.  If you fail to use your gifts the body suffers no matter how insignificant your gift seems to be. 

6. What does being baptized into the body and drinking of the same Spirit produce?  Being baptized into the body by the Spirit produces an individual who has been made a part of the body of Christ through faith in Christ.  The Gospel produces men and women who have been gifted by the Holy Spirit to serve Christ on mission in the covenant community the Bible calls the church.  You are immersed into the body.  Belonging to a church is not an option.  It comes with being a person who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel takes men and women from different cultures, backgrounds, and social classes and makes them part of one spiritual body so that the mission of God will be accomplished on the earth.  














Bridges
1. How does the gift of miracles affect you today?  Because the gift of miracles is so debated and rarely seen (if ever) in the way that they were seen in the Apostolic era this can be a difficult question to answer.  We will answer this by stating what we do know.  First of all God is always the one who performed any miracle ever performed in Scripture or outside of Scripture.  God may have used a man to perform the miracle, but it was always a direct result of a sovereign and omnipotent God.  The truth is that we see miracles happening today.  When God heals someone who is supposed to not live is a miracle.  When God allows someone who has lost their ability to walk or talk or see or hear and God restores that we are witnessing a miracle that is not all that different from the miracles that the first century Christians witnessed.  I would say to look for God to do some extraordinary things in your life and in the lives of the believers you know because he is a God of miracles and uses men to accomplish great things for him.  I personally believe that anytime God uses a sinful man to bring him great glory that we are witnessing a miracle just as glorious as a blind man receiving sight.  The greatest miracles that we witness today are when God gives life to dead men through the foolishenss of preaching his amazing Gospel.

2. How does being baptized into the body affect how you view the church?  I cannot emphasize enough how important this question is for the average American teen.  Most people view the church one of two ways.  First it is a place I go once or twice a week so that I can be taught how I should live my life so that God is pleased with me.  Second they view the church as a place I go once or twice a week to hang out with friends, and have my needs met.  The problem with both of these views is the Bible.  First of all the church doesn’t exist so teach you how to live.  It exists to teach you that you cannot live as good a you should and as a result you need someone who did live perfectly and then took your guilt upon himself suffered your judgment and gave you his righteousness.  The church exists primarily to proclaim the Gospel.  While the body will meet both spiritual and physical needs that is not its primary function either.  The giving of spiritual gifts and the being baptized into the body are directly connected to one another.  When you are immersed into the church with Spirit-given gifts you are immersed with the intention that you are to develop those gifts and use them for the mission of the church which is making disciples who make disciples.  This is why the church is so important to the Christian’s life.

3. What is the result if you don’t get involved in the church and use your gifts?  First of all if you do this you are living in disobedience to God and his call upon your life.  There is no excuse given in the Bible for not being a part of a local church and participating in the Gospel mission of that church.  When God saves you he doesn’t save you to simply sit and wait for heaven.  He saves you and calls you to a mission.  Not only does he call you to a mission he also equips you with the tools, training, and weapons necessary to fulfill and complete the mission of making disiples who make disciples.
4. How do you even know what your spiritual gift is?  This is often a difficult and discouraging question for people to answer.  I know many adults who have been serving in the church most of their lives who couldn’t articulate what their spiritual gift is.  I am going to argue that this is probably not so much of a problem that it might seem at first glance.  First of all, does the Bible give us an exhaustive list of every spiritual gift that the Spirit gives?  It certainly describes some gifts specifically, but even in this text we are given not so much the specific gifts, but categories of gifts.  In I Cor. 12:28 Paul speaks of gifts (plural) of healing and helps and administrations not the gift (singular) of healing, help, and administration.  This leads me to believe that there are categories of gifts that men and women possess and within those categories there may be specific gifts.  The question concerns what is important, that you know exactly what your spiritual gift is or that you are being trained, equipped, and used in your church in areas of need that you have the ability and passion to do?  I would reccomend that you gravitate to the areas of need in your church and find out where your passions lie and in that you will be fulfilling your role in the mission of the church even though you may not be able to formally articulate your specific spiritual gift.

5. Talk about what you enjoy doing in the church and what you feel you are passionate about.

6. How are you currently using your gifts in your church?  If you are honest with yourself and others and have to admit that you are not faithfully using your gifts, but just coming and sitting then leaving then how are you going  to start












Own Your Faith: Lesson 24
Core Question: What are Spiritual Gifts and how do I Discover Mine?
Big Idea: We have all Been Given A Spiritual Gift to be used in the Church Pt. 2
(Student Copy)
Intro
	Our last lesson focused on the fact that God has given many different gifts, but that no one gift is more important or valuable than another.  While there are many gifts there is but one Spirit who gives those gifts to men and women who are justified.  The gifts have been a point of disagreement among believers for quite some time.  There are those who believe that certain of the gifts stopped after the death of the Apostles.  These gifts are referred to as sign gifts and were given by the Holy Spirit specifically to point people to the validity of the Gospel and the claims of Christianity in the first century.  The ones who believe and teach that the sign gifts like prophecy and tongues have stopped are called cessationists meaning that the sign gifts have ceased to be given and used in the church.  On the other end of the spectrum are the charismatics.  These tend to view all of the gifts as being given and used in the church today for the edification of the body.  What most charismatic believers are communicating when they are exercising their gift of tongues for instance is an intelligible language that must be interpreted by another. You may have noticed those who claim to have revelation from God in the form of a prophecy.  This revelation is in addition to what God has already revealed in Scripture.  As we examine in further detail the gifts mentioned in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians we will try to develop a balanced and exegetically correct view of the gifts and how this impacts your life as a believer in Jesus.  Keep in mind that there is room for disagreement in the interpretation of some of these gifts as some are merely mentioned and not described.
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 12:10-13 
 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free- and all were made to drink of one Spirit.


Grapple & Discuss
1. What is the gift of the working of miracles and is it being exercised today?  																																																																																																																																																																																																			

2. What does it mean to distinguish between spirits?  																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																						



3. What does it mean to distinguish and interpret tongues?  																																																																																																																																																																																																																													

4. Are there other spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture?  																																																																																																																														

5. What is the “body” that Paul is referring to in this text?  																																																																																																																	
6. What does being baptized into the body and drinking of the same Spirit produce?  																																																																																																																										



















Bridges
1. How does the gift of miracles affect you today?  																																																																																																																																																																		

2. How does being baptized into the body affect how you view the church																																																																																																																																																			

3. What is the result if you don’t get involved in the church and use your gifts?  																																																																																																														
4. How do you even know what your spiritual gift is?  																																																																																																																														

5. Talk about what you enjoy doing in the church and what you feel you are passionate about.

6. How are you currently using your gifts in your church?  If you are honest with yourself and others and have to admit that you are not faithfully using your gifts, but just coming and sitting then leaving then how are you going  to start

