Own Your Faith: Lesson 23
Core Question: What are Spiritual Gifts and how do I Discover Mine?
Big Idea: We have all Been Given A Spiritual Gift to be used in the Church Pt. 1
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	When you receive Christ as your Savior two things happen.  First you are placed into the body of Christ that is called the church.  You become part of the bride of Christ which Jesus has purchased with his own blood.  Once you have been placed into the universal church you are then to find a local church to serve Jesus in.  The second thing that happens when you receive Christ is that you are given what the Bible calls a gift.  This is no ordinary gift that you receive for your own purposes and benefit.  This is a gift you receive so that you can minister the Gospel to people in and through your local church.  These are called Spiritual Gifts.  They are those gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit for the express purpose of serving Jesus and exalting him here on the earth.  These gifts are used in the context of the church.  The mission of Christ to make disciples is given to the church.  As a result the gifts to accomplish that mission are used in the church.  In this lesson we will look in detail at what some of those spiritual gifts are and how they are to be used in Christ’s church.
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 12:1-8   
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.  2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.  3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;  6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  



Grapple & Discuss
1. What is the point of verses 1-3 in relation to spiritual gifts?  Paul obviously states right away that his does not want them to be uniformed concerning spiritual gifts.  He is therefore writing them to inform them about spiritual gifts.  The Corinthian church had problems with divisions.  One of the things that divided this church was their understanding and use of their spiritual gifts.  Therefore Paul seeks to unify them in on common truth.  That truth is that they have all received from the same Holy Spirit a spiritual gift to be used for God not themselves.  This is why he says no one speaking in the Spirit can say Jesus is accursed because that would be blasphemy.  On the other hand no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except the Holy Spirit give him that confidence and faith to believe and proclaim that view.  At the end of the day it is the Holy Spirit that gives us faith to believe and the strength to continue to believe and exalt Jesus.  It is also this same Holy Spirit that gifts each one of us who are the children of God.

2. Why did Paul have to explain that there were many gifts but one Spirit?  He first of all needed these Corinthian Christians to understand that each person receives a spiritual gift.  Upon salvation everyone is gifted by the Holy Spirit with a gift to be used for the rest of one’s life on earth for the advancement of the Kingdom and the glory of God.  The problem in this particular church to which Paul was writing was that many members did not understand the purpose of these gifts because they were jealous of some of the gifts that others had received.  Then there were some who had received certain gifts that seemed to be better than gifts that others had received and felt they were better Christians because they had received a “better” gift.  Paul clarified their bad theology concerning spiritual gifts by stating that there are a variety of gifts given to a variety of individuals in the church, but only one Spirit who gives those gifts.  Therefore there are no gifts that are “better” than others.  All are given by the same Spirit for a specific purpose in the church.

3. Why does Paul say “there are varieties of service, but the same Lord?”  Again he is seeking for the unity of the church in Corinth.  He is trying to help them to see that their gifts although different are used not for their benefit, but for God’s.  God does not give gifts based upon the worthiness of the individual, but based upon his sovereign plan for that person’s life.  There are many different types of service to God in the church which require different gifts to be used.  The important thing to remember in serving and using our gifts is that these gifts although different are to be used for the glory of the same Lord.  These gifts are given to us by the same Holy Spirit to be used for the glory of the same Lord.  This means that no one ministry is more important than another and no one gift is more valuable than another.  All gifts are given to be used in the various ministries of the church for the glory of Christ not to feed our egos or satisfy our desires to be needed or looked at.  Our gifts are given to us not that they should terminate upon us, but upon God so that we may accomplish his mission for his church and in the end he will receive the credit, glory, recognition, and honor that he alone deserves.  The fact that any of us get to be a part of this is sheer grace and nothing more.

4. Why does Paul say “there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone?  Again the answer is similar to the last.  Paul is simply strengthening his argument that although there are many different ministries and activities in the church that require different spiritual gifts to accomplish that only those activities can be accomplished through the power of God in us.  We don’t accomplish anything on our own and therefore cannot take any credit when anything is accomplished.  It is silly to allow the use of spiritual gifts to divide us because none of us received either the gift or the power to use it by anything we did.  It is not as though we can boast in our gift as though we had anything to do in receiving it.  Nor can we not be content with the gift we have received because it is more than we ever deserved in the first place.  The only reason we have a gift and the power to use it is that God through the Holy Spirit has given us the gift en empowered us to use that gift.  He alone receives the glory through the use of our gifts.  Understanding this truth would help the Corinthian believers to unify over their gifts because they would understand that each gift no matter what it was is to be used for the glory of God not for their own glory.

5. It was clearly mentioned that the gifts are used for God’s glory, but what other reason secondary to that are gifts given?  Paul says that they are given for the common good.  This means that if everyone who has been gifted by the Holy Spirit and empowered by God to use those gifts will be content in doing so then the whole church will function as it should which will bring great glory to God and unity to the body.  The gifts are not given to individuals so that we may use them for our benefit, but for the benefit of the body of Christ.  The perspective that Paul was trying to give the Corinthian church was one of using gifts not for personal gain, but for the good of the church of Christ.

6. What are the gifts of wisdom and knowledge in verse 8 and what is the difference?  Paul is talking about the Spirit-given ability to understand and discern deep spiritual truth even things and circumstances that many others don’t seem to be able to understand.  The ones with these gifts will often be able to give a certain perspective in situations that others cannot give.  God will often work in difficult and mysterious ways that most people cannot understand.  There are those however who have the ability from the Holy Spirit to help people to better understand what God may be doing.  These people understand the Word of God and are able to take God’s Word and properly apply it to those things God is doing that don’t make sense to others.  It does seem Paul distinguishes the two gifts as different from one another.  The difference lies in the knowledge is more appropriately a “word of knowledge” or the ability to take the wisdom and insights that God has given them through the Spirit or from those with the gift of wisdom and speak it effectively to others.

7. What is the gift of Faith?  All saved have been given the gift of faith, but this is speaking about something different than the faith given by God to believe for salvation.  This faith is an ability to trust in the promises of Christ in a way that others have difficulty doing.  Some are able to exercise “faith that can move mountains” and through faith see God do incredible things.  While faith is a part of all believers lives Paul sees a special gift of faith beyond that given to some.
8. What is the gift of healing?  First of all this is not the ability to heal physical ailments.  This is literally a “gift of cures.”  These are spiritual gifts exercised for the spiritual benefit of the body of Christ and glory of God.  Therefore this is the ability to provide spiritual healing to those who are spiritually hurt and broken.  Some just seem to have this ability to come along side others who are hurting and provide deep healing through the Word and Spirit in a way that others cannot.  It is their ability to take the Word and connect it to the spiritual hurt that so many people experience and see people spiritually healed.





















Bridges
1. Who receives spiritual gifts?  Everyone who is a true follower of Jesus Christ.  All people in the world have talents they use for various purposes, but only true children of God have received from the Holy Spirit a spiritual gift that is to be used for the express purpose of exalting Christ in his church.  You, if you are saved have a spiritual gift that you are commanded to use in the Church.  You may not know what it is yet, but it is important that you find out.

2. Are there any gifts more important than others and why or why not?  According to our text it s quite clear that no one gift is more important than another.  As humans however we tend to look at some gifts as better than others don’t we?  For instance we tend to look at what the Pastor does as more important than what the old woman who teaches a Sunday school class does.  It seems to us that some people have better and more important gifts than other peoples as if God saw something in some people he didn’t see in others and therefore gifted those people with the better and more important gifts.  This is just not the case.  The Gospel tells us that there was nothing in any of us worth saving and that anything we have is from the grace of God purchased for us on the cross.  

3. What does it mean if you are not using your gift in the church?  If what Paul says in this text is true then the gifts are used for the common good then two things are happening if you are not using your spiritual gift in the church.  First you are living a disobedient life in rebellion to God.  While that sounds strong it is the truth.  The church does not exist for you to sit and allow everyone to use their spiritual gifts to help you.  The church exists for the glory of God and your use of your gifts in his church brings him great glory.  Your failure to use your gifts for him is sin.  Secondly you fail in helping the body of Christ be what Christ intends for it to be.  When you are placed in the body of Christ which is his church you have a commitment to that body of using the gift God has given you for the common good of that body.  Failure to do so is failure to fulfill your God-given commitment to that body.  If you sit around not using your gifts in your church you are letting your body down.







4. How can spiritual gifts divide us?  If as the Corinthian church did we look at some gifts as more important than others and desire another gift that God has not given to us we may become jealous of positions that others in the body might have and in selfishness and pride desire those positions for ourselves.  We may see some really using their gifts of healing to deeply impact others and feel bad that we don’t have that same ability and begin to think that God really doesn’t want to use us.  This is why it is so important for us to understand that the same Holy Spirit gifts all believers according to God’s sovereign plan not our performance.  We must find our spiritual gift and be content to use it to our fullest for the good of the church and the glory of God.  Being content with the gift you have been given begins with you understanding that God specifically gave you that gift to impact in a real and powerful way the body of Christ.

5. Do you know what your spiritual gift may be?  We will be looking at more of the spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture in the coming lessons.  So, you don’t know right now that’s fine because we will help you to find that out in the coming weeks

6. Leaders, share what you know your spiritual gift to be and how you discovered what it was.

7. Why is it hard for us to not think about the “common good” of the church in using our spiritual gifts?













Own Your Faith: Lesson 23
Core Question: What are Spiritual Gifts and how do I Discover Mine?
Big Idea: We have all Been Given A Spiritual Gift to be used in the Church Pt. 1
(Student Copy)
Intro
	When you receive Christ as your Savior two things happen.  First you are placed into the body of Christ that is called the church.  You become part of the bride of Christ which Jesus has purchased with his own blood.  Once you have been placed into the universal church you are then to find a local church to serve Jesus in.  The second thing that happens when you receive Christ is that you are given what the Bible calls a gift.  This is no ordinary gift that you receive for your own purposes and benefit.  This is a gift you receive so that you can minister the Gospel to people in and through your local church.  These are called Spiritual Gifts.  They are those gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit for the express purpose of serving Jesus and exalting him here on the earth.  These gifts are used in the context of the church.  The mission of Christ to make disciples is given to the church.  As a result the gifts to accomplish that mission are used in the church.  In this lesson we will look in detail at what some of those spiritual gifts are and how they are to be used in Christ’s church.
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 12:1-8   
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.  2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.  3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says "Jesus is accursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except in the Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;  6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  



Grapple & Discuss
1. What is the point of verses 1-3 in relation to spiritual gifts?  																																																																																																					

2. Why did Paul have to explain that there were many gifts but one Spirit?  																																																																																																																											

3. Why does Paul say “there are varieties of service, but the same Lord?”  																																																																																																																																							


4. Why does Paul say “there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone?  																																																																																																																						

5. It was clearly mentioned that the gifts are used for God’s glory, but what other reason secondary to that are gifts given?  																																																																																												

6. What are the gifts of wisdom and knowledge in verse 8 and what is the difference?  																																																																																																																										

7. What is the gift of Faith?  																																																																																													
8. What is the gift of healing?  																																																																																													





















Bridges
1. Who receives spiritual gifts?  																																																																																												

2. Are there any gifts more important than others and why or why not?  																																																																																																			

3. What does it mean if you are not using your gift in the church?  																																																																																																				

4. How can spiritual gifts divide us?  																																																																																																																				
5. Do you know what your spiritual gift may be?  We will be looking at more of the spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture in the coming lessons.  So, you don’t know right now that’s fine because we will help you to find that out in the coming weeks

6. Leaders, share what you know your spiritual gift to be and how you discovered what it was.

7. Why is it hard for us to not think about the “common good” of the church in using our spiritual gifts?

