Own Your Faith: Lesson 22
Core Question: How Do I Know Jesus Really Rose From the Dead?  
Big Idea: We know Jesus rose from the dead because of eye witness testimony.
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	When one is tried by a jury of his peers it takes a unanimous decision by that jury to convict and condemn him.  The best and most convincing form of evidence that can be brought to the trial is the testimony of the eye witness.  This is the testimony of someone who was there when the crime took place and clearly saw everything that happened.  It is even more convincing if there is more than one eye witness whose testimony matches exactly the testimony of the other eye witness.  Even more convincing than that is if there are multiple eye witnesses who all have the exact same testimony.  If in our courts numerous eye witnesses give the same account of seeing the one on trial commit the crime the jury will without doubt convict that man.  In the Bible we have numerous eye witness accounts from men and women who personally knew Jesus and spent much time with him.  They were there when he died and they witnessed his being placed in the tomb and the stone being rolled in front of the entrance.  They also witnessed Jesus appearing to them after his death in his resurrected body.  These later testified to the resurrection of Jesus that he was the Messiah and that he was indeed raised from the dead.  If Christ did not rise from the dead then his resurrection claims are the biggest hoax in all of history and millions of people have lived and died for a huge lie, but if he did rise then all that Christ claimed to be is true and he is the promised Messiah, the Son of God.
Text (ESV)
  Luke 24:1-12  
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared.  2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel.  5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living among the dead?  6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,  7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise."  8 And they remembered his words,  9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.  10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles,  11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.  12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened..

1 Corinthians 15:13-17 
But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.  15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.

1 Corinthians 15:3-8
 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.
Grapple & Discuss
1. Who were the first witnesses to the empty tomb?  They were the women Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James who came with the burial spices to complete the embalming process of the body of Jesus.

2. What did they see and hear at the tomb?  First of all they saw that the stone had been rolled away.  The stone was massive and very heavy.  It was not something one man could have rolled away by himself.  It would have taken more than one to move the stone that covered the entrance to the tomb (Mark 16:3).  The next thing they saw was the tomb was empty.  They fully expected to find the body of Jesus lying in the tomb.  This is evident by their bringing of the spices.  The body of Jesus was not there however and they were confused at first.  The next thing they saw were two angels in the form of men.  These angels told them that Jesus had risen from the dead and actually reminded them that Jesus had told them this would happen before his crucifixion.  Even though Jesus had told them that he would die and rise again they still didn’t either believe him or understand him.  At this point they remembered his words and it all made sense.  It was at this point that all of the teachings of Jesus regarding his death made sense to these women and they believed he had risen.



3. What was the women’s response to the resurrection of Christ?  They made their way back to town to tell the disciples that Christ had been raised.  This was good news (Gospel) that they couldn’t wait to tell everyone about.  Jesus who had died was now alive!  This no doubt was the most exciting news they had ever shared with anyone.  The problem was that no one believed them.  In the first century the testimony of a woman was not regarded as valid and therefore lacked any kind of credibility among men.  It is interesting however that the news of Christ’s resurrection first comes to women who bring the news to men.  The men had to see for themselves if what the women claimed was true, but the men initially did not believe the eye witness testimony of the women.

4. What is significant about Luke writing about the resurrection?  Luke was not an apostle or one of the twelve.  Luke was not an eye witness to these things.  He was alive when they all took place and witnessed some things, but was not one who was with Christ in his ministry, death, and resurrection.  His account of the resurrection of Jesus came from his interviews with different ones who were the eyewitnesses.  Luke compiled his Gospel by talking with those who were with Jesus and bore testimony to all that he had said and done including his resurrection.  The amazing thing about Luke’s account is that the testimonies of the witnesses he talked to are all consistent and accurate.  For one who was not an eyewitness to write with stunning accuracy concerning the events of the resurrection is a testament to the consistency of the testimonies of the eye witnesses.  While each of the Gospels gives different aspects of the same event they are all in agreement concerning what happened that day.

5. Based on what we know of Luke’s account read John’s account.
John 20:1-17 
 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb.  2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."  3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.  4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in.  6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there,  7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.  8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed;  9 for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb.  12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet.  13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."  14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away."  16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).  17 Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
What does John tell us that Luke does not?  First of all he gives more details concerning the disciples coming to the tomb.  Peter and John upon hearing the testimony of the women don’t believe, but run to the tomb to make sure.  John gets there first and looks in.  Peter gets there after him and goes right into the tomb and finds the grave clothes neatly placed.  The account of Mary is where things seem to be contradictory.  According to Luke Mary comes to the tomb, sees the angels and then goes to tell the disciples.  In John she goes to the tomb, sees the stone rolled away, gets the disciples, then the angels appear to her.  The Synoptics (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) are written from different perspectives emphasizing different aspects of Christ’s ministry.  John, the fourth Gospel is most different than the other three which is why it is not listed as a Synoptic.  It is not contradictory, but simply tells the story of Jesus from a much different perspective.  All the same events are in all the Gospels.  Christ died, was placed in a tomb, and was raised from the dead.  To these facts all the eye witnesses affirm in full consistency.  John seems to be focusing more on the chronological sequence of events telling the story in the order that it happened and thus gives great detail.  Luke is simply concerned with the events themselves that they took place not necessarily with the order in which they took place.

6. What are the differences of response to the empty tomb in John?  The disciples are described as seeing the empty tomb and responding by believing.  They leave marveling at what they had seen and remember what Christ had taught them concerning his death and resurrection and based on that believed he had indeed risen.  Mary is still concerned that the body of Jesus has been taken.  It is then that Jesus himself appears to Mary personally and speaks to her.  The first to see Christ after his resurrection was Mary and her response was to cling to Jesus in love.

7. Why is it crucial to our faith that Christ rose from the dead?  The Apostle Paul said it himself that if Christ did not rise then our faith is in vain.  If Christ did not rise from the dead then we would all be believing the biggest lie in all of history.  If Christ rose then he is who he claimed to be, the Son of God.  The reason Paul could confidently preach that believers will one day be resurrected is the fact that Jesus was resurrected.  If Christ did not rise then we have no hope of a future resurrection either.  The proof of our hope for resurrection in the age to come lies in our assurance that Jesus rose from the dead


8. Why was Paul so confident in the resurrection of Christ?  Paul had visually seen the risen Jesus.  Do you remember when he was on the road leading to Damascus what happened to him?  Jesus personally appeared to him and spoke to him.  Paul heard the voice of Jesus not in a spiritual way, but in a very real and physical way.  Paul knew Jesus rose from the dead because Jesus appeared to him personally.  Paul at that point in Acts 9 submitted to Christ and became his follower and preached the Gospel that Christ had died for our sins rose from the dead for our justification.

9. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians why did he tell them that Christ appeared to different people?  If the people didn’t believe Paul’s eye witness account of seeing the risen and ascended Christ then the skeptics could ask other eye witnesses to whom Christ personally and physically appeared.  One eye witness account is a big deal.  Two eye witness accounts are even better.  What if you had over 500 eye witnesses that all testified to the exact same event?  Paul is appealing to the fact that there were even as he was writing men and women who were alive that saw Jesus in his resurrected body and that if they so pleased could go talk to them and get their testimony.  The resurrection of Christ is attested to by the men and women that saw him in his resurrection body.  It is these men and women to later wrote about this and many of them gave their lives for the claim that Christ was indeed risen.

10. How do you account for the change in Peter from being a coward to a courageous hero who goes to a cross himself for Jesus?  Peter knew Jesus had risen and so did all of the other apostles who all gave their lives for that truth.  People who give their lives for something do so because it is something they believe in with all of their hearts.  People don’t give their lives in mass for a lie, but for truth.  Peter who was a coward had seen Jesus risen from the dead and was now boldly proclaiming that truth even though it would eventually cost him his life.  The amazing thing is that this is not only the case for Peter, but all of the other apostles as well.  All gave their lives and endured great suffering because they knew for a fact that Christ was indeed risen from the dead.


Bridges
1. The women at the empty tomb were excited to tell the good news (Gospel) that Jesus was alive.  Why are we not that excited to share the same news?

2. Mary’s response to Jesus was one of worship and love.  What has been your response to the one who suffered, died, and rose for you?

3. The disciples saw Jesus personally.  We can’t see him physically like they did.  How can we know he rose with the same assurance they did?  This is where faith in the Word of God rests.  We believe by faith the testimony of these men who were eye witnesses to the resurrection of Christ.  We believe they died because they knew Christ rose from the dead.  We can have the same assurance they did, but our assurance comes by faith without seeing (I Peter 1:8, John 20:29).

4. Does believing in the resurrection mean that someone will automatically be saved?  Simply acknowledging that due to evidence it is probable that Christ rose from the dead is not repentance and embracing the Savior.  We tell people the Gospel that Jesus did die for our sins and rose for our justification, but they must place their faith in His saving work in order to be saved.  This is the Gospel that Paul said was of first importance that Christ died and rose again according to the Scriptures.  The cross is an offense to the one who is not willing to submit to Christ.  You can agree that Christ probably rose from the dead and not be saved.  Salvation comes as God grants you faith to believe that that sacrifice Christ made on the cross secures for you the righteousness of the one who was sacrifice thus removing from you the wrath of God.
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