Own Your Faith: Lesson 19
Core Question: How Do I Engage in Spiritual Warfare?  
Big Idea: Christians are equipped with divine weapons to battle the enemy.
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Battle is a bloody and horrible thing.  Men and women alike shed their blood on battlefields every year dying for causes that they believe in.  Countless American men and women have fought so that we can be free.  No one goes into battle without a weapon.  I remember talking to a veteran who had come home from Afghanistan.  He told me that when they first arrived there they had no bullets for their guns.  They were told to walk around with empty clips making the enemy believe they had ammunition.  In a battle those guns will be of little value without the bullets.  The Scriptures tell us that believers are waging war in battles every day.  It is unfortunate that so many are becoming causalities of this war.  Many when the fight gets too tough retreat in defeat.  What we need to realize is that Christ has purchased for us all that we need to wage this war against our ancient foe the Devil.  With his blood he purchased for us our weapons given through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we don’t have to be a casualty, but a victor in Christ.  We don’t have to retreat in defeat, but can stand fighting with the confidence that the victory has already been won.  It was won that day when Jesus stood up and walked out of a tomb.  When we understand that the power of the risen Christ is ours, how can we retreat?  Today we will talk about the weapons we use to engage in this battle with our enemy Satan and see how victory is ours through Christ.
Text (ESV)
  2 Corinthians 10:3-7   
For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.  7 Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ's, let him remind himself that just as he is Christ's, so also are we.



Grapple & Discuss
1. What does Paul mean when he says “we walk in the flesh?”  This means that while we are spiritual beings who have a soul that will spend eternity somewhere we are currently living in bodies that will not live forever, but will die and decay.  To walk in the flesh in this context is to live in your natural bodies which hunger, get tired, get sick, and eventually fade away.  Paul is making a distinction between what is spiritual and what is material.  The word “flesh” in the New Testament is used a couple of different ways.  The context for the most part determines the way in which it is used.  The word “flesh” however does almost always convey our fallen humanity.  When Christ was born into the world “he took on flesh” the Bible says.  This means he took on humanity.  He had a body and mind just like mankind.  The only difference was that he was not a part of fallen humanity like the rest of us.  Therefore when Paul speaks of flesh here this is what his is talking about, that non-spiritual humanity of mankind that we can see and touch.

2. What does he meant when he says we don’t wage war against the flesh?  First of all he is not saying that we do not wage war at all.  He is only defining who it is that we wage war against.  Paul is making a clear distinction here between what is earthly and what is spiritual.  He is stating very clearly that our war is not with fallen humanity.  Our enemies are not the sinners of this age.  We do not take on sinners and fight against them.  We take on an enemy far worse and of greater power than mere man.  It is important for Christians to define who the enemy is.  It would be a tragedy and a waste to spend time and energy fighting the wrong enemy, but some Christians do just that.  Our war is not with men, but this war is of a spiritual nature.  We are told clearly that our war is a spiritual one and one far more important one.  It is more important that Christians fight the spiritual battles rather than the fleshly ones.

3. How does Paul describe our weapons?  First of all they are not weapons of the flesh.  Again we do not wage this war with guns and ammunition.  All of the bombs in the world could not defeat our enemy the Devil.  Our weapons are spiritual ones.  They are given to us from Christ himself through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The amazing thing about these spiritual weapons is that they are powerful weapons.  In general the ones with the most advanced and powerful weapons win the day.  Paul says that these weapons that are ours have divine power.  The power that raised Christ from the dead is the same power given to those who are his own.  Christ gives power through his resurrection to us so that we can wage war against the Evil One and not only wage war, but have a sure victory.  The power to defeat Satan is not our power, but power that has  been given to us through Christ.  You are not fighting this battle in your strength, but God’s.  This is the point the Apostle Paul is making here.  We all have divinely given power from Christ who alone possesses the power over sin and death.



4. What are these spiritual weapons equipping us to do?  Paul states very clearly that these weapons are mighty so that they can tear down strongholds.  What are strongholds?  These are those spiritual areas that grip people’s lives keeping them from believing the gospel.  These strongholds also keep believers from understanding the power of the gospel and keep them defeated and chained to their sin and fear.  Strongholds keep you from sharing your faith and taking risks for God.  Strongholds are lies that Satan spreads which exalt men and things above Christ.  The weapons men use to battle God are opinions and thoughts given by Satan that speak lies about God.  These lies can be that God doesn’t exist, or that God doesn’t love you or that you can have more fun and joy in sin rather than in a relationship with Christ.  Paul says that these spiritual weapons destroy these lies and thoughts and speak truth concerning the love of Christ and the gospel.  These spiritual weapons bring into captivity all thoughts that exalt themselves over Christ.  These weapons shatter the lies that Satan uses to deceive men and lead them astray.

5. What are the weapons Christ has given us?  The primary weapon of power that we have is the Gospel.  If Satan’s uses lies and deception to lead people astray then we as Christians fight those lies with the truth of the Gospel.  We fight lies with truth and Christ said “Your Word is truth.”  The weapon of the Word of God is the single most powerful weapon that we wield in our battle against the enemy.  If we don’t know the Word or the Gospel well we fall prey to the lies and deceit of the Devil.  Hebrews says the Word is sharper than any sword and pierces the heart and soul.  If the weapons are spiritual then we know they work against the spiritual part of man.  What greater weapon is there than the Sword which is the Word of God.  Jesus has given us the power of prayer.  Through Christ we have access directly to the throne of the Father where he hears and answers us.  He gives us the weapon of grace.   This is God giving us whatever is necessary for the victory.  God through grace gives us boldness to do what we’re afraid to do and wisdom to say what we’re afraid to say.  Have confidence in Christ to give you what is necessary to achieve the victory.

6. Where does our Confidence to wage war come from?  Our confidence comes from knowing who we are in Christ.  If we know that we are in Christ who had the power over death and raised himself from the dead then we can battle our enemy the devil.  The war was won on the cross when Jesus declared “It is finished.”  If we are in Christ and he is ours then the victory is also ours.  There is nothing to fear in this battle.  There should be no fear of defeat if we understand the victory was already won 2,000 years ago on a cross.  Those who have no confidence in the power of the risen Christ will not step out and live dangerously for him.  They will not take any risks that they feel may cost them too much.  They will live safe comfortable lackluster lives never really experiencing the power of the resurrection that Paul spoke of in Philippians 3:10.  The same power that raised Christ from the dead is the same power that is ours today given so that we may go into battle sure of our victory in Jesus.  


Bridges
1. Why is it important to define our enemy?  This is so important because we do not want to waste time and energy fighting the wrong enemy.  If you think that our enemies are those who don’t believe then you are fighting the wrong person.  The evil doers of this age may be under the deception and control of our enemy, but they are not the ones we fight.  Our battle is not with flesh and blood.  Therefore our enemy cannot be men.  While this world may be filled with wicked men who wish to do harm to the cause of Christ they are not the ones we focus on fighting.  Our battle is a spiritual one that requires courage and sacrifice and it is against an enemy far more powerful than mere men.  Do not waste your time focusing on fighting against those who Satan uses for his purposes, but rather on fighting Satan and his ways head on.  The church is to attack the very gates of hell and we are promised if we will attack that those gates will not prevail against us, but rather we through our battles will save some.

2. How does the risen Christ give us power to fight?  He works primarily through the Holy Spirit who enables us to carry out our mission with courage and consistency.  When we are afraid the Holy Spirit gives us courage.  When we don’t know what to say, He gives us wisdom of words.  When we don’t have the strength to stand, we are given strength.  When Paul stated that he wanted to experience the power of the resurrection he was stating that he wanted to experience first had the power of the risen Christ in his life.  When have you experience the power of Christ in your life?  Those who live safely and refuse to in faith live dangerously for Christ never experience his power.  These are the ones who in the end live dull and boring spiritual lives never even seeing any battle and the victory in the battle.  There is something about experiencing victory in the power of the risen Christ that propels us to serve and battle more.

3. How do we use our weapons to fight?  One main way is that we need to know how to wield our weapons.  What good is a sword if you don’t know how to wield it?  What good is a gun if you don’t know how to shoot it?  Most men and women who want to do battle for Christ don’t know how to use their main weapon, the Word of God.  If you don’t know your Bible you’re going to be a pretty poor and weak soldier.  If you don’t know the Gospel you won’t be able to share it in your fight against the lies of Satan.  Satan will lie to you trying to deceive you.  If you don’t know who to combat those lies because you don’t know the truth of the Word you will be deceived.  Get to know the Word of God.  Sit under its teaching every week.  Read and know it for yourself.  It is your weapon against the wicked one.  Go to your knees asking for the presence and the power of the risen Christ and most importantly claim victory through the blood that was she to secure your victory.  Be an integral part of the church which God has promised will prevail over the gates of hell.  Knowing what your weapons are and how to use them is half the battle.

4. What weapons does Satan use to fight us?  There are many and perhaps some not listed here, but some that come to mind for me are first of all fear.  If you are afraid to enter the battle then Satan has already won.  So many teens are out of the battle living a save ordinary life never experiencing the power of the resurrection because they are afraid of what it might cost them.  Fear is perhaps Satan’s greatest weapon against us.  Sometimes he uses our past.  If we think that our past keeps us from present victory then we will not enter the battle.  No sin is greater than the cross of Christ and don’t for a minute let the Devil tell you that you cannot serve Christ because of your past.  Sometimes he uses sin patterns in our lives that we don’t seem to be able to get victory in to defeat us and keep us out of the battle.  Satan lies to us over and over and if we believe his lies then he’s won.

5. What are some strongholds in your life keeping you defeated and out of the battle?  Have the group openly share what lies they are believing or what is keeping them from engaging in the spiritual battle Christ has called them to.

6. How are you fighting the battle?  They need to specifically share how they are engaging in the battle.















Own Your Faith: Lesson 19
Core Question: How Do I Engage in Spiritual Warfare?  
Big Idea: Christians are equipped with divine weapons to battle the enemy.
(Student Copy)
Intro
	Battle is a bloody and horrible thing.  Men and women alike shed their blood on battlefields every year dying for causes that they believe in.  Countless American men and women have fought so that we can be free.  No one goes into battle without a weapon.  I remember talking to a veteran who had come home from Afghanistan.  He told me that when they first arrived there they had no bullets for their guns.  They were told to walk around with empty clips making the enemy believe they had ammunition.  In a battle those guns will be of little value without the bullets.  The Scriptures tell us that believers are waging war in battles every day.  It is unfortunate that so many are becoming causalities of this war.  Many when the fight gets too tough retreat in defeat.  What we need to realize is that Christ has purchased for us all that we need to wage this war against our ancient foe the Devil.  With his blood he purchased for us our weapons given through the power of the Holy Spirit so that we don’t have to be a casualty, but a victor in Christ.  We don’t have to retreat in defeat, but can stand fighting with the confidence that the victory has already been won.  It was won that day when Jesus stood up and walked out of a tomb.  When we understand that the power of the risen Christ is ours, how can we retreat?  Today we will talk about the weapons we use to engage in this battle with our enemy Satan and see how victory is ours through Christ.
Text (ESV)
  2 Corinthians 10:3-7   
For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,  6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.  7 Look at what is before your eyes. If anyone is confident that he is Christ's, let him remind himself that just as he is Christ's, so also are we.



Grapple & Discuss
1. What does Paul mean when he says “we walk in the flesh?”  																																																																																																					

2. What does he meant when he says we don’t wage war against the flesh?  																																																																																																															

3. How does Paul describe our weapons?  																																																																																																							

4. What are these spiritual weapons equipping us to do?  																																																																																										

5. What are the weapons Christ has given us?  																																																																																																																			

6. Where does our Confidence to wage war come from?  																																																																																																																														











Bridges
1. Why is it important to define our enemy?  																																																																																											

2. How does the risen Christ give us power to fight?  																																																																																																						

3. How do we use our weapons to fight?  																																																																																																																			

4. What weapons does Satan use to fight us?  																																																																																																						
5. What are some strongholds in your life keeping you defeated and out of the battle?  Have the group openly share what lies they are believing or what is keeping them from engaging in the spiritual battle Christ has called them to.

6. How are you fighting the battle?  They need to specifically share how they are engaging in the battle.

