Own Your Faith: Lesson 18
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose  
Big Idea: Our Identity: Fallen by Nature, but Forgiven by Christ Pt 1
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Our last lesson discussed the first three verses of Ephesians 1.  If the chapter ended with verse three we all would be condemned because none of us have any righteousness whereby we can be made acceptable in the sight of a Holy God.  The beauty of this text is that verses 4-10 follow with the best news anyone can hear.  This is why it is called the Gospel.  The bad news is that we are sinners condemned to bear the wrath of a just and righteous God.  The Good news is what follows in this text and the content of this lesson.  Have you ever received some really good news?  Maybe a family member who had been sick is now healthy and you receive the report that the disease is gone.  Maybe you received the news that you won something or you received a gift you didn’t expect.  Outside of the Gospel what is the best news you have ever received?  What did you want to do when you received that good news?  You no doubt wanted to tell everyone the report or news that you just received.  This is no different with the greatest news that anyone can hear.  The essence of the Gospel is that it is good news for men and women who have received the worst of news.  Read the first three verses of Ephesians 2 followed then by verses 4-10 for context.
Text (ESV)
  Ephesians 2:1-3 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
Ephesians 2:4-10   But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Grapple & Discuss
1. What does it mean that God was rich in mercy?  If as verse three states we are children of wrath this means we are deserving of the wrath of God because we have all fallen short of his standard and violated his holiness.  We deserve the righteous judgment of a holy God.  Not one is undeserving of God’s wrath upon him.  The idea of mercy then is that God withholds from us who deserve his judgment, his judgment.  The idea of rich has that idea of being extremely wealthy and having something in abundance.  No one even begins to understand God’s mercy unless they first understand verses 1-3.  The fact that God would withhold judgment from such vile, worthless, and blasphemous people is absolutely stunning when you stop to meditate upon it.  God’s mercy as it is described in this text cannot be comprehended by the frail human mind.  It will take an eternity to realize and understand the absolute glory and magnificence of God being rich in mercy.  The reason you are not dead and in hell right now is because of this very mercy of God.

2. What does Paul mean when he talks about God’s great love?  Great has the idea of being really, really enormous, so big you cannot even perceive with the human mind just how large it is.  We see from this text that his mercy flows from his love.  If not for his love for you God would not have shown you mercy.  Think for a moment of the person or persons you love most deeply and how you would do anything for them, perhaps even give your very life for them.  Now consider this:  that love you have for that person as great as it may be doesn’t even come close to comparing to the love that Jesus has for you.  Paul was trying with the frailty of human language to describe something that is truly indescribable with pen and ink.  It must be experienced through faith in the one who loved you.  Try as you may, you will never comprehend the love of Christ to you.  One author tried to describe God’s love this way.
“Could we with ink the oceans fill.  And were the sky of parchment made.  Were every stalk on earth a quill and every man a scribe by trade.  To write the love of God above would drain the oceans dry.  Nor could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky.”
3. Why does God love you and show you mercy?  This question is of utmost import.  Many deceive themselves into thinking that there was something in them that God found worth loving.  Verses 1-3 and verse 5 tell us otherwise.  This is one of the most beautiful truths as well.  It seems difficult at first.  How can you say that I am not worth loving?  One will ask.  Our culture screams at the top of its lungs that you are worthy of love and acceptance.  This is a lie that dilutes the love of Christ so that his love becomes cheap costing him nothing.  Verse five states that it was when we were at our worst that Christ loved us, not our best.  God’s love for you is not dependent upon your performance, but upon his choice to love you on your worst day.  Is this not the most glorious news you have ever heard?  When there was nothing in you worth loving, Jesus loved you anyway.  Nothing can make God love you any more than he does right now.
4. What does it mean that God made you alive?  If as verse 1 states we are spiritually dead this means that we needed someone to impart life into us.  A dead man has no ability to do anything let alone command his body to live again.  Anyone other than Christ himself that was raised in the Bible was given life by God not themselves.  This is no different in your spiritual life.  Spiritually you are dead and incapable of doing anything.  God must grant to you life in order that you may live.  This is why Paul ends verse 5 with the phrase “for by grace you have been saved.”  The imparting of life to a dead man is an act of grace.  A dead man cannot do anything to earn his life back it must be given to him.  Grace is the receiving of a gift that we do not deserve.  You do not deserve salvation sinner.  You deserve hell, but God rich in mercy because of his love made you alive according to his grace and you did nothing to deserve it.

5. What does it mean that we are seated in heavenly places?  If you look around you are not seated in heaven are you?  Your butts are right here in this room in those chairs right now.  How can Paul then say that Christ has made us to sit in heavenly places?  While you are not physically seated with Christ in heaven, this is the guarantee of our hope.  Legally and judicially before the bar of God we are seen just as pure and righteous as Christ and seated with him in heaven.  Our place now is here, our hope is future glory with Christ.  This is hope that will come to pass without doubt.  We simply groan with all of creation waiting that day.  This is the tension we all live in between the already and the not yet.  We are already seen as seated with Christ, but not yet there.

6. Why have we who believe been made alive to sit with Christ in heaven?  The verse tells us.  So that in the coming ages the glory of Christ might be revealed.  Christ’s glory in the coming ages is revealed in his showing grace to sinners.  This answers the question of why God chose to love us when we were at our worst.  God’s love for you and the glory of Christ are so connected that they are inseparable.  Your salvation, your being made alive, your being lavished with the love of Christ is all about the glory of Christ.  You who were once a dead blasphemer of God will be seated with Christ clothed in his righteousness for all eternity.  This will be an eternal testament to the fact that God loves sinners and shows them mercy when they least deserve it.  It is the revelation of that news, of the Gospel that will reveal to us in eternity his glory.  It will take eternity to reveal.  The idea in this verse is that after hundreds and millions, and billions, and even trillions of years God’s glory and his presence will get better and better.  We will never bore of the glory of Christ in eternity.  Therefore God’s love for you is not so much about you as it is Christ and his glory.  Jesus love for you came from a passion for his glory.

7. According to verse 8 what is not your won doing?  The two things mentioned in this verse are faith and grace.  We know that grace is not our own doing otherwise it would not be grace.  In other words grace is imparted to us, not something we earn.  The very definition and nature of grace means that it cannot be our own doing.  Is it then the faith that is not our own.  In the Greek language the demonstrative pronoun, “this” has to agree with its antecedent (the word the pronoun refers to) in gender and number.  In this case the pronoun is neuter and the word faith is feminine.  It cannot therefore refer to only faith.  The only answer that makes sense is that the pronoun “this” refers back to the whole section talking about our salvation.  Therefore neither the faith to believe nor the grace are from us, but given to us by God himself.  This is why we cannot boast.  We did not as dead men exercise our own faith.  God because he loved us and showed us mercy gave us faith to believe.  That imparting of faith to the unbeliever is the essence of grace.  You received something you did not earn or deserve.  This is the essence of the Gospel.   God wanting to display his glory lavished his love on sinful men and women, imparted to them live-giving grace and made them his own.  Our boasting therefore is not in us, but the cross.  Only one who recognizes his helplessness and runs to the cross for grace is saved.  Those who realize then that they are not their own, but that they are bought with a price cannot help but serve and worship Christ. 

8. What does it mean to be God’s workmanship?  This word workmanship carries with it the idea of a masterpiece or a magnum opus.  After years of painting an artist creates his best work ever and puts it on display for all to see as his masterpiece.  When a composer writes his best piece ever it is played by the best musicians one can find.  When God takes broken, sinful men and through his grace transforms them into useful vessels for his glory no one can take the credit for that but God.  At salvation we then become God’s masterpiece that as verse 7 so beautifully puts will be put on display as trophies of the Grace of an awesome Savior.    The idea of this verse is not that you go and do work for God, but that God in his grace does his work through you for his glory.  This is grace, that we would become his masterpiece.













Bridges
1. If salvation is purely through grace alone, what can God ask of you?  If as Paul says in Ephesians 2 we had no part in earning our salvation or God’s love, but that God freely lavished upon us his love and grace then God can ask of us anything without reservation.  There is nothing he can’t ask of us.  When we realize the essence of grace we will run to God asking to be used and asking to do his will.  Therein lies the beauty of grace.  We are not forced into a life of slavery wherein we are offering begrudging submission to a cruel master.  We are passionately pursuing the glory of a loving Savior.  We pursue his glory in doing his will.  This is what verse 10 is all about.  If you view the Christian life as a chain around your neck or a burden that you must bear then you reveal how little you know about the Gospel.  The Gospel should propel you into worship and service to Christ with joy.

2. Where then is your identity?  Our identity is not in what we do or accomplish.  It is not in our victories or our failures.  If the text would have ended with verse 3 then our identity would be in our dismal failure to measure up to God’s perfect standard of holiness.  Because of the love, mercy, and grace of Christ we find our identity in him and him alone.  Our value does not come from our performance in life, but in the fact that we are loved by him on our worst day.  How awesome is Jesus that even in the midst of our hypocrisy he still pursues us in love lavishing his grace upon us?  Your identity is not in the clothes you wear, or the sport you play or the grades you earn.  You are a spiritually resurrected child of the glorious God of the universe.  Your identity is wrapped up in worshipping him and making much of him.  It is a tragedy so see people who call themselves Christians wasting so much time making much of themselves.  This reveals how little they know the Gospel.

3. How does understanding grace in this text effect how you share the Gospel?  If I am sharing the Gospel with one who I know is spiritually dead I realize I am powerless to give them life.  I cannot make anyone receive the Christ of the Gospel.  All I can do is relationally and relentlessly proclaim it to them.  When I think that I am going to get them saved I am removing the power of God that it actually takes for someone to pass from death unto life.  That power is the eyes of faith given as a gift from a loving Father.  This should drive me to depend wholly upon God to do the work in one’s life not me.  It should drive me to my knees to pray for that individual I desire to come to know Christ.  When they do receive the faith to believe it will drive me to worship and glorify and make much of one who saves sinners.  The beauty of the Gospel is that God receives all the glory in it not us, but we get the awesome privilege of being a part of the process.

4. How does further understanding God’s love and grace to you affect your relationship with him and your view of the church?

5. Who are you praying for and sharing this Gospel with right now?
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