Own Your Faith: Lesson 17
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose  
Big Idea: Our Identity: Fallen by Nature, but Forgiven by Christ Pt 2
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	The search for identity is a major theme for many people.  The questions of who am I and where do I fit in are asked.  When teens in particular strive for identity they often look to peer groups that will accept them.  This often means changing attitude, dress, activities, etc. to gain that acceptance.  In other words we change who we really are to gain new identity with those we seek acceptance from.  Often times when that acceptance is not found people feel rejected and begin to question their own self worth.  The teaching concerning self-worth or self-esteem permeates our culture.  The gospel of self-esteem teaches that you have worth in yourself and you have only to look within yourself for power and worth that you already possess.  This doctrine leads men to believe that people are inherently good and all simply need to find the power within to go after what they ultimately deserve in life because you’re “worth it.”  Therefore if a teen struggles with identity and image the answer is inside of himself because within him lies a “good” person who is very powerful.  All you need to do is understand this and seek that power that you possess and you’ll discover the worth that you have.  Is the answer to low self-esteem inside of oneself?  Or, is the answer outside of us?  In this lesson we will examine our identity as people and children of God to discover where true worth is found.
Text (ESV)
  Ephesians 2:1-3  
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience  3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 




Grapple & Discuss
1. Read Eph. 2:1-3.  What kind of person is the Apostle Paul talking about in these verses?  Paul is describing the person who does not know Jesus as Savior and Lord.  Notice that he is writing this letter to the Ephesian Church.  These were Christians receiving this letter.  Now notice that Paul is describing what they “were” before they became followers of Jesus Christ.  These verses contain a vivid description of the true human condition apart from Christ.  

2. What does it mean to be dead in sin?  First of all this is not referring to physical death and this is obvious.  Paul therefore is speaking of a spiritual condition in which there is no life at all.  The cause for this death is sin.  The Bible is very clear on the point that all are sinners and there is none that does good.  This sin that we are all a part of kills every one of us.  Therefore to be dead means that there is no ability whatsoever to do anything least of all gain life.  Dead men have no power to do or accomplish anything.  Because of sin even the good that seems to be done is ultimately considered “filthy rags” in the eyes of a holy God.  This is a description of you.  So, if you’re looking for true identity you are identified as dead in sin without any ability to do anything good that will merit the love and favor of God.

3. What does it mean to follow the course of this world?  This world operates by its own standards and rules.  People generally live life seeking that which makes them happy and that which advances them the furthest.  Even when people seem to live sacrificially for others they are ultimately doing it for themselves.  In other words they sacrifice for their own glory or simply for how it makes them feel.  The course of this world is such that it seeks its own pleasure and glory not the glory of another.  The course of this world places man at the center, not Jesus.  The course of this world finds power in the individual not an omniscient God.  When people walk according to the course of this world they are placing themselves at the center, pursuing their own passions, seeking their own glory, and striving for answers in themselves.  This ultimately leads to confusion and destruction because the answers are not in dead people and dead people have no power to accomplish anything of true value.


4. What does it mean to follow the prince of the power of the air?  This title of prince of the power of the air is a direct reference to Satan himself.  Satan has a dominion over which he has great influence.  Paul describes these Ephesian believers before their salvation as those who followed after Satan.  When we think of one following after Satan we think of those who willfully worship Satan labeling themselves as his followers.  We don’t often think of the average non-believer as a follower of Satan, but this is the Bible’s definition.  Satan is first of all described as a deceiver and a liar.  He then through deception and lies devours men and women as a lion devours his prey.  People follow after Satan by believing the lies that he tells.  Satan’s lies are the exact opposite of God’s truth.  God says we are dead while Satan says we are alive and have the power within to do whatever makes us happy.  God says we deserve death, but Satan says we deserve life and happiness.  God says we have sinned, but Satan says we are not as bad as the Bible says.  These lies go on and on (take time to talk through the lies of Satan that men believe).  To follow after Satan is to believe his lies and to live your life according to them.  Most followers of Satan don’t even realize who it is they are following.

5. What does is it mean to live in the passion of our flesh?  Our flesh is our humanity which includes our body and our mind.  Our flesh desires certain things, many of which are sinful and destructive.  When one lives his life solely for the pursuit of the his own pleasure he is living according to the passion of his flesh.  If you seek wealth, power, glory, sex, etc. as that which will bring you pleasure and happiness you are pursuing the passions of your flesh.  Men who are spiritually dead will only do what their flesh desires.  This is easy to see in the alcoholic and rapists.  These are purely seeking what they believe brings ultimate pleasure.  This is harder to see in the one who seems to be sacrificing so much in order to do good.  Ultimately even those are seeking the passion of their flesh in their motives.  If one does good to bring glory to himself he is living in the passion of his fallen humanity.  If one does good because it gives his life meaning and purpose he is no different because meaning and purpose is not found in fallen, dead humanity.  Meaning and purpose is not found within ourselves.  In summary those who live in the passion of their flesh are ultimately all serving self. 

6. What does it mean to be by nature children of wrath?  This question has two parts.  The first considers that men are by their very nature something.  This means that men are born a certain way.  The Bible states very clearly that men are born into sin through Adam (ref. Rom 5).  We are by our nature sinners.  We sin because we are first sinners not the opposite.  This means that there is nothing whatsoever we can do about our sin.  We cannot change what by nature we are.  Someone more powerful and perfect than us must change our nature giving us a new one.  Secondly we are considered children of wrath.  This means that God is one who will in his righteous wrath judge sin.  This is not a popular topic in modern culture.  Most want to focus only on the mercy of Christ.  There is no mercy if there is first of all no wrath.  Because of God’s holiness he must and will pour out his wrath upon sin.  This is what the cross was all about: the Father pouring his wrath against sin upon Jesus.  Therefore Jesus became our substitute and absorbed the terrible wrath of a holy and awesome God.  God is not holy if he does not pour out his wrath upon sin.

7. How would you summarize the condition of mankind according to Ephesians 2:1-3?  Men are not ultimately good, but evil.  Men do not pursue the good of others, but ultimately for themselves.  Men are helpless concerning their condition which means they are powerless beings.  They are servants of Satan and his lies and not creators of their own destinies.  Men think they are good, but are found to be anything but good.  In summary men are spiritually dead, selfish, and condemned beings



8. Read these two texts.

Isaiah 6:1-5   In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"  4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.  5 And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

Revelation 1:12-17  Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands,  13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  14 The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,  15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.  16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.  17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last,

Explain the character of the two men in these texts and their response to seeing Jesus.  These are two men that we look up to in the Bible.  They have even been given the label “heroes of the faith.”  Isaiah was a prophet of YHWH who declared the Word of YHWH to the nation of Israel.  His prophecies are read and taught today.  John was an Apostle of Jesus Christ.  He walked with Jesus and ministered at his side.  He sat at Jesus’ feet and learned from the Master.  John later would be tortured for Jesus and sent to live out the rest of his days in exile on an island called Patmos.  I think it’s safe today to say that the seriousness of these men’s faith far exceeds ours.  They are considered giants of the faith in our eyes, yet when they came face to face with Jesus in his glory on his throne they both responded similarly.  Isaiah recognizing his own sin in the presence of holiness cried “woe is me!”  John fell on his face as a dead man.  These men considered themselves nothing compared to the majesty and glory of Jesus on his throne.  They recognized that they were but sinful men in the very presence of a holy God and responded rightly.  



Bridges
1. Why do men have a hard time seeing themselves through the lens of this text?  We will naturally examine our lives in comparison to the lives of those around us.  When doing so we don’t have to look far before we find one that is worse than we are.  This makes us feel good that we are a lot better than most people.  In turn we feel good about ourselves.  The other reason it’s hard is that we believe the lie of Satan.  Satan through the world’s teaching is convincing many that they are inherently good and that we just make mistakes from time to time, but that men at the end of the day will as a whole do good and the world will eventually get better.  When we compare ourselves only to those who are worse off than ourselves and then believe the lies of the evil one then we will have a hard time seeing ourselves as God does.

2. Why is it a problem to compare ourselves to others?  The fundamental problem is that others are not the standard by which we are to compare ourselves.  Romans says that all have fallen short of God’s glory.  Jesus in his perfection and holiness is the standard by which all of us are judged.  This is why Isaiah and the Apostle John responded the way they did when they encountered the glorified Jesus.  As great of men as they were when compared to Jesus their only response was to fall down in worship understanding they don’t deserve to be in the presence of holiness because they are sinful men.  When we compare our lives to others we don’t get a true sense of our condition and believe a lie.  The truth is men without Christ are all spiritually dead and incapable of becoming righteous on their own no matter how sinful they may be.  Therefore the good, moral, honest, hard working man is every bit as dead as the murderer in prison.  Both when compared to Jesus are sinful and wicked men.

3. What does this text teach us about our self-esteem?  We learn from this text that basically we have no self-worth.  If we are dead followers of Satan who are subject to the wrath of a holy God then there is not much room for esteem or worth is there?  There is nothing good in us.  There is nothing worth saving in us.  We are wicked, sinful, and selfish beings who are at the mercy of God.  If we search for self-esteem we will search in vain because it will be a search for something that does not exist.  It is so important that men realize that this is by nature their description.  We have nothing to offer God or this world.  Dead men don’t have any capacity to accomplish anything.  Dead men have no value and are thus buried only to be remembered by others.  Such is the spiritual condition of mankind apart from Jeus.

4. Why is it important we understand our identity?  This is so important because without a proper understanding of your identity you will never have a proper understanding of the Gospel.  If you understand that this text describes you or described you in the past they you realize that is bad news which means you need some really good news and that is precisely what the Gospel is: Good News.  These verses are very bad news for one outside of a relationship with Christ.  For the one in Christ they are a stunning realization of what the Gospel saved you from and a proper understanding of these verses will not destroy your self-esteem, but rather give you a proper view of yourself and more importantly a right view of Jesus who died for the person described in these verses.  Those are the themes that will be taken up in the next lesson.

5. Do you think you struggle with insecurity or what culture calls self-esteem and why?

