Own Your Faith: Lesson 15
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose  
Big Idea: We are Created in God’s Image 
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Most people understand where they came from.  They were born to their parents on a particular day in the past known as their birthday.  This becomes for most a day that is celebrated each year, this day in which you entered the world.  The question of where man came from initially is not one many understand.  For some man evolved from animals over a period of millions of years and consequently have no life after this one.  Others, particularly those who have grown up in any type of religious setting believe in some form of the creation account in which God spoke into existence all that is.  Mankind is a direct result of God’s design and plan for the universe.  The Bible is very clear concerning where we all came from.  Genesis one gives the details of the creation account including the creation of man.  As believers we need not only to understand that God created us, but what he created us to do and be.  It is important that we develop a proper view of ourselves from Scripture and see ourselves as God sees us.  This lesson will answer the basic questions of what it means to be created in the image of God and how God views us in relation to himself. 
Text (ESV)
Genesis 1:26 – 31
  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."  29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.  30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Grapple & Discuss
1. Why did the Father talk in the plural stating, “let us make man in our image?”  The nature of God which will be discussed in future lessons is such that he is three persons in one.  The three persons of the Godhead are the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  It is most likely that in this text the address is to the other two persons of the Godhead.  This is the first indication in Scripture of God being many persons in one being.
2. Why is it important that we know in this text that God is many persons in one?  The text states that God made man after his own image.  When answering the question of what it means to be created in God’s image one must understand the nature of God.  God, right before he describes his creation of man give us an important piece of information regarding his nature.  It is important to note here that Scripture is very intentional with the information it gives a particular places.  There are no coincidences in Scripture.  Every line and word is divinely inspired and must be given close attention in how they relate to the words and lines around them.
3. What role was man to have in creation?  Man was to have dominion over the creation.  Man was to steward the creation and in turn enjoy it as it provided for his needs.  Man was also to multiply and expand as they lived upon the earth.  The role of man in creation is very important.  God gives the idea that man is a steward of creation.  This means that the created order is given to man to oversee and use as it is a gift from God.  The priority is that man has dominion over creation not creation over man.
4. What does it mean that man was created after or in the image of God?  This is a rather large question that men have been answering for thousands of years.  We will therefore not exhaust it in the next paragraph of this small lesson.  We will however speak to the basic understanding of men being image bearers of God and follow up with some key questions and answers that will help to bring fuller understanding.  
Being in the image or likeness of God has been described as being the representation of God on earth.  This means that we reflect and possess aspects of the creator that the rest of the created world doesn’t possess.  It is important to note that not all of our attributes and characteristics reflect the image of God.  For instance our physical bodies do not reflect God who is Spirit and must be worshipped in spirit and truth.  Jesus took on a physical body in the incarnation which was part of his emptying (kenosis in Phil. 2) or being made a little lower than the angels.  We are created beings that reflect the image of God (imago Dei).
5. What aspects of God do we reflect?  Again this will not be an exhaustive answer to this enormous question, but a discussion of a few key aspects (discuss others not discussed here in the small group).  First of all man possesses an eternal part.  This is not eternal in the sense that it had no beginning.  The Bible is very clear that man had a beginning.  Man however does not have an end.  All men will spend eternity somewhere, either with God or away from God.  Man possesses a soul that is eternal as God is.  As God has dominion over all creation man has been given stewardship and dominion over that creation as well.  This is a result of man being in the likeness of God.  The conscience man has been given is something that reflects a holy God.  From the beginning of time men have had some form of moral compass with which to guide them.  While not all followed that and still don’t there are certain aspects of God’s holiness that are imprinted upon the consciences of all men.  This is why in the midst of wickedness there are still laws protecting the weak and innocent and laws that punish the cruel and wicked.  
6. What does triune nature of God mean for man who is created in God’s likeness?  The very nature of the Trinity means that the Godhead exists in community with one another.  Within the community of the Godhead there exists a depth of relationship that far exceeds our own concepts of relationships here on earth.  When the Father calls Jesus his beloved in Isaiah and later in Matthew he is describing in a small way the relationships that exist among the members of the Trinity.  The Triune God is very relational and has created us not to do life alone, but to do life and mission in community.  The idea of relationships comes from the very nature of the Triune God of the universe.  If we are created as his image bearers this means that we are created first of all to be in relationship and community with Him and secondly with others specifically believers.  When God created Adam he later created Eve.  Our text says that he created male and female.  God created us to live in community with one another and to be relational beings.  This is because God himself in whose image we are is by his very nature in community and relationship with the members of the Godhead.
7. What happened to man as God’s image bearers after the fall?    Before the fall as it is recorded in Genesis three, man was a perfect image bearer of God.  Not that all that God was, was placed into man, but that man reflected God’s nature and character.  After the sin of Adam in the Garden the imago Dei was not lost, but it was drastically fractured.  In other words men still possessed the eternal soul and the moral conscience, but his ability to reflect a holy God suffered greatly after the fall.  Men as sinners now reflect ungodliness and wickedness as a whole.  When men sin they bear the image of sin and unrighteousness not the holiness and goodness of God.  The problem then is that man cannot because of the very nature of his sin restore that part of the imago Dei that was lost in the fall.  God therefore was going to have to be the one who would restore fully the imago Dei on earth.
8. How does the cross restore the image of God in man?  The cross is a picture of ultimate love and grace.  If the Scriptures tell us that God is love and that God is light and in him is no darkness at all then those aspects of God’s nature are not seen more clearly than on the cross and in his resurrection.  The cross would have been meaningless if not for the perfect holiness of Jesus.  We see his perfection in his life and ultimately in the Father raising Jesus from the dead as a declaration of his satisfaction with the sacrifice of his Son.  When men by faith in the crucified and resurrected Christ receive the gift of restored relationship and community with the Triune God we see that imago Dei beginning to be restored once again.  When sinful men are declared to be righteous (justification) and begin a path of progressive sanctification where they are made more and more like Christ the imago Dei is further being restored.  The redeemed of humanity reflect the image of Christ.  They will fully reflect the image of Christ at his return when those who are in Christ will be made like him for they shall see him as he is (I John 3:2). 
Bridges
1. If being created in God’s image means dominion over creation, how are we to live in relation to creation?  First of all man was not made for creation and creation is not to be revered and worshipped.  Men may enjoy creation and stand in awe of it, but only as it points to an awesome God who stands as the great architect of it.  We are to use the resources of creation as gifts from God.  This ranges from the fruit of the vine and ground to the animals that roam.  The resources from the heart of the earth in the way of minerals and energy are for us to steward and use.  The created order must never take the place of God or stand above the place of man.  Man as image bearers of God must rule the world with dominion over it not serve the creation as an idol.  For instance some argue that man is the problem and creation is the answer.  They purport that if we revere and worship the created order we will have peace and tranquility once again.  This is what is warned against in Romans one where Paul states that we have exchanged the glory of the incorruptible for the glory of the corruptible and worshipped the creation more than the creator.  This does not mean that we mismanage the resources of the earth.  With respect to the creator we steward well the earth with we have dominion over for us to enjoy.
2. Why is it important to understand the nature of being created in God’s image?  This helps us to understand how God views us.  We need to have a proper view of ourselves in relation to God.  If we view ourselves as subject to nature for instance that is going to drastically affect the way we live and relate to God.  If we don’t understand that God made us to bear his image we will most likely live life for whatever pleases us not God.  You need to ask yourself if your life accurately and consistently reflects an awesome, holy God.  If not your personal imago Dei perhaps has not been restored by the cross or you don’t know what it means to be first of all created in the image of God and secondly restored by the cross of Christ to be made into his image thus reflecting his likeness.  Being created in God’s image means that you don’t have your own identity.  Your identity especially if you are a believer is in your being justified by the blood of Christ and now reflecting the depth of relationship and  community you have with the Triune God of heaven and his church.  Those who try to live the Christian life outside of community are doing so without reflecting the image of God.
3. How do we best reflect God’s image?  Reflecting the true image of a holy God is not done through you trying to do it.  In other words you cannot set out to be an image bearer of God by trying really hard to be an accurate image bearer of God.  All people saved or not are image bearers of God to some degree even though the fall drastically damaged that.  The only way that true image bearing can be restored is through the cross, by Jesus through the shedding of his blood declaring us to be righteous and then through a process of making us righteous.  We best reflect the image of God by knowing and believing the Gospel, the Good news that God’s righteousness in now ours based on Christ’s death and resurrection.  When one knows and believes the Gospel he then becomes more of an image bearer of God.  This is something Jesus does through the work of the Holy Spirit as we obey and love Christ.
Own Your Faith: Lesson 15
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose  
Big Idea: We are Created in God’s Image 
(Student Copy)
Intro
	Most people understand where they came from.  They were born to their parents on a particular day in the past known as their birthday.  This becomes for most a day that is celebrated each year, this day in which you entered the world.  The question of where man came from initially is not one many understand.  For some man evolved from animals over a period of millions of years and consequently have no life after this one.  Others, particularly those who have grown up in any type of religious setting believe in some form of the creation account in which God spoke into existence all that is.  Mankind is a direct result of God’s design and plan for the universe.  The Bible is very clear concerning where we all came from.  Genesis one gives the details of the creation account including the creation of man.  As believers we need not only to understand that God created us, but what he created us to do and be.  It is important that we develop a proper view of ourselves from Scripture and see ourselves as God sees us.  This lesson will answer the basic questions of what it means to be created in the image of God and how God views us in relation to himself. 
Text (ESV)
Genesis 1:26 – 31
  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."  29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.  30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Grapple & Discuss
1. Why did the Father talk in the plural stating, “let us make man in our image?”  																																																															

2. Why is it important that we know in this text that God is many persons in one?  																																																																																						

3. What role was man to have in creation?  																																																																															

4. What does it mean that man was created after or in the image of God?  																																																																																																															


5. What aspects of God do we reflect?  																																																																																																																																
  
6. What does triune nature of God mean for man who is created in God’s likeness?  																																																																																																														

7. What happened to man as God’s image bearers after the fall?    																																																																																																				

8. How does the cross restore the image of God in man?  																																																																																																						 
Bridges
1. If being created in God’s image means dominion over creation, how are we to live in relation to creation?  																																																																																																																					

2. Why is it important to understand the nature of being created in God’s image?  																																																																																																														

3. How do we best reflect God’s image?  																																																																																																																																											
