Own Your Faith: Lesson 13
Core Question: Why Does God Allow Evil  
Big Idea: Evil is the Result of Sin 
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Why is there so much suffering and evil in our world?  Not a day goes by in which you don’t turn on the news and see some sort of crime being reported in which someone was injured or killed.  People who seemingly try to live good moral lives end up getting deadly diseases and die.  Around 40,000 people die on average every year in car accidents.  What about the devastation that natural disasters bring?  We don’t have to look very far back to remind ourselves of the thousands who died during the tsunami that hit southern Asia in 2005 or the violence of September 11, 2001 or the flooding of the city of New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit or the most recent Hattie earthquake that killed thousands.  If God is so good and so loving then why in the world is there so much suffering and death?  How could God allow this all to happen if he is so merciful?  These are the difficult questions people ask when tragedy hits and they are fair questions.  They are fair because if God is indeed sovereign then he also allows for the evil in the world at this point, but is evil God’s fault.  It this lesson we will look at the question of why God allows evil in the world.	
Text (ESV)
Genesis 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
John 3:35-36 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.  36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
Romans 5:2-6 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.


Grapple & Discuss
1. What was the one command that God gave Adam in the Garden?  God had placed in the garden a tree called the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  They were free to eat of the fruit of any tree they liked, but they were forbidden from eating of the fruit of that tree.  This was the only prohibition God gave to Adam.  Adam had incredible freedom in the garden and an incredible relationship with God in which he walked and talked with Jesus personally.  Adam was commanded to keep only one command; not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
2. What was life in the garden like for Adam?  He had a perfect relationship with God.  He would walk with Jesus in the garden and commune with him in what was a beautiful and perfect relationship.  There was no suffering in the garden.  God’s very presence was with Adam and there was no fear of anything.  The world God created for Adam to inhabit was perfect in every way.  There was peace and unity and rhythm in nature and God saw that it was “good.”
3. What would be the consequence of violating the command of God not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  God said that in the day that they would eat of it that they would surely die.  There was emphasis on death in this text.  The Hebrew Bible actually reads that in the day that they would eat that they would “die die.”  The double use of the word here emphasizes the judgment that God would bring for disobedience.  Disobedience therefore would bring death into the perfect world.  This was a great warning to Adam to obey this one law.  The implications under this law were that if Adam kept this law then he would continue in this relationship with God and dwell in the presence of God in the garden enjoying perfect, unbridled communion with Jesus.  Disobedience to the command would bring death and a breaking of that relationship.
4. How could God say that Adam would die in the day that he ate of the fruit when after Adam ate the fruit he continued to live?  We obviously know that Adam continued to live for quite a number of years after his sin in the garden.  What kind of death then took place upon his disobedience of the command of God?  This “death” that God spoke of meant a couple of things.  It first of all meant spiritual death.  The perfect relationship that Adam enjoyed with Jesus was fractured upon his violation of the command.  Sin therefore brings spiritual death upon all.  Spiritual death causes all kinds of problems for people in the world.  This is the death that Adam experienced in the day that he ate of the fruit.  The sin of Adam also brought to the world physical death.  At the point of Adam’s sin Adam’s body didn’t physically die, but began to age and eventually decayed.  From that point on physical death was a part of this perfect world Adam lived in and God was about to make that very apparent to Adam in the slaying of the lamb to provide a covering for his nakedness.  This is a picture of Christ’s death covering our sins.  We see redemption from day one of sin, but we also see a world being filled with death.


5. What did sin bring into the world?  Sin obviously brought death into the world, but death itself brings with it much more.  Because of death we have illness, because of death we have violence and murder and accidents and natural disasters.  People died in various ways every day and much of death is experienced first through suffering of some sort.  Those that are left to mourn suffer through that process as well.  So, death has brought with it suffering beyond what anyone would ever desire to experience.  This world so full of suffering and death can be at times a very difficult place to live and this is true because of the sin that brought death.  Everyone knows that there is something wrong in the world and everyone is trying to fix what has gone wrong.  It is important to identify what the Bible identifies as what has gone wrong and that is sin.
6. Why did God create a tree that he would command Adam not to eat of knowing Adam would disobey and bring death to the world?  This is a difficult question to answer, but we need to ask the hard questions and not shy away from them in order that we may more fully understand God.  If God is all-knowing then he knew that Adam would disobey and eat the fruit of the tree.  So, by logic then we must admit that God created this tree and gave a law not to eat of it and in doing so knew death and suffering would be brought into the world.  It was no surprise to God that Adam disobeyed.  God knew were Adam and Eve were hiding when he went to find them this did not take God by surprise.  So back to the question of why God created world that he knew would be ravaged by sin and death.  God’s plan from the beginning was redemption.  We see this in the picture of the animal’s blood being shed to provide a covering for Adam.  Romans 4:15 states that law brings wrath and that where there is no law there is no sin.  Therefore there is no sinner in need of redemption.  If there is no law to break then there is no lawbreaker and no need for a gracious redeemer.  Where there is no sin there is no need for grace.  God wanting to exalt his grace through the cross allowed for sinners to inhabit the earth.  Sin brought the curse to the earth which made the earth in need of a Savior.  God allowed for sin so that he might show his love and grace to sinners who are in desperate need and in that act of bestowing grace to sinners he would be exalted above all creation.
7. Reading the John passage why did sin bring death?  This comes down to the wrath of God.  If God is holy and completely set apart from sin then if he is truly just he must properly deal with sin.  The wrath of God is a just and right response to sin.  God would not be just if he did not pour out his wrath upon sin.  Let’s illustrate it this way.  If a man was found guilty of murdering your father and stood before the judge for his sentence what would you want done to this man (give time for answers)?  We would all want a just penalty for his crime of murdering your father.  What if the judge however looked at the man and said “we need to forgive this man and not condemn him, but rather we are going to let him go free today.”  What would the response in the courtroom be?  People would cry out in anger “he must pay for his crime!”  How long would a judge like that have his position?  He would be removed immediately.  Why, because he wouldn’t be considered just.  Every criminal must pay the price for his crime and every sinner must as well.  The wrath of God must come down upon sin or else God is not just, just like that judge. This is what the cross was all about.  It was about absorbing the wrath of a holy, just God.  Someone must bear the wrath of God, either us or a perfect sacrifice on our behalf.  Those who believe in Christ are saved because Jesus bore God’s wrath upon them on himself.  Sin therefore had to bring death and suffering because of God’s justice and holiness.  The cross teaches this.
8. If believers have placed their faith in the wrath absorbing death of Christ then why do we suffer?  The effects of living in a broken fallen world are still very real.  When we are saved the Ephesians 2:1 talks about us being made alive spiritually, but that our bodies according to Romans 8:10 are dying, but will one day be redeemed as well.  Even though we are alive and complete spiritually we are still suffering the effects of sin physically and will do so until the return of Christ at which point he will make all things new.
9. How does God use the sufferings as the result of sin to glorify himself (examine the Romans text)?  God is amazing at taking what is horrible in the way of suffering and exalting himself through it.  He does it all the time.  The Apostle Paul certainly understood this and answers the question of why he allows his children to suffer at times.  Suffering has a way of changing people that nothing else has.  Trials can be something to rejoice in because in them we know that God is producing within us the character needed for him to truly use us.  Paul’s theology of suffering in this text puts it all into perspective for us.  When people through suffering place their hope not in the temporal things of earth, but in Christ and a future hope of glory bought for them upon his cross this brings great glory to Jesus and should in turn produce within us a deep appreciation for the cross.  God uses our suffering to give hope in the cross.  When we were at our weakest Christ died for us.  This is the message of the suffering believer, that when we are weak the power of the cross is manifest in us and to the world.  This is why God allows his children to suffer the results of still living in a fallen world.


Bridges
1. Why did People die on Sept. 11, 2001 and in the Hattie earthquake?  These things happened because of sin.  The result of sin is death upon the earth and the fracturing of our relationship with our God.  Men murder because they are removed from their God in sin.  Natural disasters kill thousands because our world is fallen due to sin.  This is not God’s fault; it is ours, who have sinned.  God never sinned bringing suffering into the world, we did and do every day.  The thing that is wrong with the world is sin.  This means that there is only one solution to this problem and that is the cross.  Even though the cross won’t keep people from dying physically, it will keep them from spiritual death and judgment which is far more important.
2. How do you answer someone who blames God for the evil that is in the world?  As stated previously, God is not the one who sinned.  We are the sinners who brought death and suffering into the world.  Therefore God is not to blame, man is.  But, what of the fact that God created us knowing we would bring this suffering into the world?  While God did create a world that would fall he also from the beginning made provision for the fallen.  The contrast is that we sinned bringing death into the world, but it was Jesus that died bringing life back into the world through the cross.  While, yes there is death and suffering there is also hope in the midst of that because of the death of the Son.  So is God to blame?  No, we are.  It is God who grants life and light to those in death and darkness.
3. How do we respond when the world is suffering?  Some ways not to respond is to say that they are suffering the judgment of a wrathful God.  While it is true that God does judge evil and that death is the result if sin and God’s attitude toward sin the answer right now is not to talk of God’s judgment, but of the Gospel where God’s grace is revealed and made available.  Thos who proclaimed that Sept. 11 ,2001 was God judging the US for homosexuality were first of all stupid and missed an incredible opportunity to communicate to the world that in the midst of suffering because of sin that God made a way to be redeemed from the curse of sin through the  cross of Christ.  We respond to the suffering world with the Gospel, the good news of redemption from that which bring death and suffering into the world every day.  We respond with the message of hope that proclaims that Jesus in the midst of suffering loves them and wants to redeem them and provide for them future glory where there is no more suffering or shedding of tears.  The Gospel is always the proper response to a world in turmoil.
4. How do you help Christians who are suffering?  We help them to realize that as Paul stated the sufferings of this present sin-filled world are nothing to be compared to the glory that awaits us.  We have to keep the perspective that Paul laid out in Romans that God uses the suffering that sin brought to change us and in turn use us to exalt the supremacy of his name on the earth.  God allows Christians to suffer and in many ways this can be viewed as a privilege that God would count you worthy to exalt his glory.  God’s allowance of Christians to suffer in with deep and specific purpose which has at the end our hope for his glory.  This why it is of utmost important that Christians suffer well hoping in the cross.
Own Your Faith: Lesson 13
Core Question: Why Does God Allow Evil  
Big Idea: Evil is the Result of Sin 
(Student Copy)
Intro
	Why is there so much suffering and evil in our world?  Not a day goes by in which you don’t turn on the news and see some sort of crime being reported in which someone was injured or killed.  People who seemingly try to live good moral lives end up getting deadly diseases and die.  Around 40,000 people die on average every year in car accidents.  What about the devastation that natural disasters bring?  We don’t have to look very far back to remind ourselves of the thousands who died during the tsunami that hit southern Asia in 2005 or the violence of September 11, 2001 or the flooding of the city of New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit or the most recent Hattie earthquake that killed thousands.  If God is so good and so loving then why in the world is there so much suffering and death?  How could God allow this all to happen if he is so merciful?  These are the difficult questions people ask when tragedy hits and they are fair questions.  They are fair because if God is indeed sovereign then he also allows for the evil in the world at this point, but is evil God’s fault.  It this lesson we will look at the question of why God allows evil in the world.	
Text (ESV)
Genesis 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
John 3:35-36 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.  36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
Romans 5:2-6 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  3 More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.


Grapple & Discuss
1. What was the one command that God gave Adam in the Garden?  																																																																
2. What was life in the garden like for Adam?  																																																																			
3. What would be the consequence of violating the command of God not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  																																																																																	
4. How could God say that Adam would die in the day that he ate of the fruit when after Adam ate the fruit he continued to live?  																																																																																																																				
5. What did sin bring into the world?  																																																																																
6. Why did God create a tree that he would command Adam not to eat of knowing Adam would disobey and bring death to the world?  																																																																																																																																																																																
7. Reading the John passage why did sin bring death?  																																																																																																																														
8. If believers have placed their faith in the wrath absorbing death of Christ then why do we suffer?  																																																											
9. How does God use the sufferings as the result of sin to glorify himself (examine the Romans text)?  																																																																																																


Bridges
1. Why did People die on Sept. 11, 2001 and in the Hattie earthquake?  																																																																																																															
2. How do you answer someone who blames God for the evil that is in the world?  																																																																																						
3. How do we respond when the world is suffering?  																																																																																																																		
4. How do you help Christians who are suffering?  																																																																																																																														
