Own Your Faith: Lesson 12
Core Truth:  Is there a Judgment Day and What Difference will it Make in My life?
Big Idea: Every Unbeliever will stand before God
(Leader Copy)
Intro
 	Our last lesson covered the truth that all believers will stand before God one day and give an account.  The next question we want the Bible to answer for us is: what about the unbelievers?  What happens to them?  Most people who group up in church say they go to some form of hell as punishment for their sins against a holy God.  While the Bible does talk about a placed called hell many in our culture today claim that if God is truly a loving God he would never send anyone to hell.  It is especially important when discussing a topic as difficult as this one to let the Bible be our guide and authority and not our own personal feelings.  Is our culture right?  Can a God who truly loves send people to hell?  What will happen to unbelievers on the Day of Judgment?
Text (ESV)
Revelation 20:11-15   
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.  13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.  14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Grapple & Discuss 
1. Who wrote the book of revelation and what were his circumstances when writing it?  The Apostle John was the author of this book.  He was suffering persecution for the name of Christ.  The Roman government exiled him on an island called Patmos.  It was at this time that he had what Revelation calls a vision.  In this vision he saw things that were to take place that included blessing on the righteous and judgment on the wicked.  The book is apocalyptic in nature and should be interpreted in that light (study the nature of apocalyptic literature).
2. Why is the throne in this text important?  The throne is important because of who sits on it.  The king who would rule and judge the nations as a sovereign leader would do so from his throne.  One of the Messianic roles of Jesus Christ is that he is king.  He is king over all creation and king over all people.  Though most don’t recognize him as king he still is king none the less.  This throne represents Jesus’ sovereignty over all creation especially those who reject him as their king.  This throne also represents the fact that Jesus as king will act as judge also.  In II Corinthians this throne is called the bema or the judgment throne of Christ.  At one point Jesus stood before the judgment throne of Pilate.  One day Pilate will stand before the Judgment throne of Jesus.  He will be the one whom all men stand before.  Jesus on his pure white throne is the standard by which all men are judged.  This judgment is given down by Christ himself.

3. What does it meant that earth and sky fled away?  This was a response to the presence of the one seated on the throne.  Isaiah says that heaven is God’s throne and earth is his footstool.  This statement in this verse is a reflection of the holiness of Christ and his terrible judgment against sin.  The reason God’s judgment in this text is so terrible is because he is so holy.  So awesome is the one seated on this throne that the heaven’s and earth themselves seem to be fleeing from him.  This is a symbolic way of describing the one seated on this throne.  So terrible is his judgment and so pure is his holiness and so awesome is his presence that creation itself is said to flee from him.  Reference Psalm 75:2-3 and 97:5.

4. What does it mean that the small and great stood before God?  The ones standing in judgment before Christ are not just those who committed these huge sweeping sins we mention when we think of men like Nero, Hitler, and Saddam Hussein.  All sinners who have not had their sins washed away by the blood of Christ’s cross will stand before him no matter how moral they lived while on earth.  The men like Hitler will stand before God just as the unbelieving person next door who lived a clean moral life.  The emperor will stand there just like the beggar.  The Bible says that any sin will condemn you, small or great.  Jesus will not compare one man’s morality against another’s.  All will be compared to the ultimate standard and will be found wanting.

5. Who are the dead standing before God in this text?  They are the ones who spiritually never received life from Christ because they never placed their faith in Christ for justification.  These are all of the ones who have already died without Christ and all of the ones who will die without Christ.  Think of it this way.  If you were to die today without Christ your face would have been in the midst of the multitude that John saw standing before the throne of Christ.  John saw you standing there.  John saw your friends standing there.  John saw your family members standing there.  These were not just simple faces in a crowd with no identity.  They were the people we go to school with, work, with, live with, and even go to church with.  John perhaps even saw your face in that crowd.  If you die without Christ you face would have been seen by John in this passage and you are mentioned here.


6. What are the books that Jesus opens?  The books that are opened are as the texts states those books that men are judged out of.  Men are judged from what is written in those books.  Theologians differ on the first books mentioned here.  Many believe them to be symbolic of a record of each man’s works.  This supports similar texts in Scripture which speak of men being judged by their works.  Mankind will be judged according to one standard and that is Jesus Christ.  Man will either be found clothed in the righteousness of Christ and not judged according to his own efforts or man will be found in his sin and judged according to his falling short of the righteousness of Christ.  The Book of Life is clearly the book that contains the names of all who are justified by the cross of Christ.  These are those who enter into eternal rest and are not in this multitude before the throne.  Those whose names are not written in this book are sent into eternal judgment.  If man is judged by his works in the first books he will not find his name written in the second book, the Book of Life.

7. What does John mean when he says the sea and death gave up her dead?  John is speaking very symbolically of the earth turning over her criminals to the judge.  Those who have died and were thrown into the sea or dead and buried are now turned over by creation to the one who will judge them according to their sin and they will be found guilty.  Understand the nature of the figurative language that John is using here which is indicative of apocalyptic literature.  John is simply saying those who have died in their sin will rise from their graves to stand before God to be judged.  God will command the sea and hell to bring forth her dead.

8. What is the lake of fire and the second death?  These are references to the eternal punishment or judgment of God.  Fire in the Bible is always used of judgment.  We know that the lake of fire is a place of suffering and separation from God for all of eternity.  Separation from God is separation from all that is good such as relationships, light, joy, peace, etc.  This lake of fire is a place of great suffering.  The second death is similar in that people that died once while on earth will now face another death, that being cast into the lake of fire.  The second death is this judgment that is being described here.  This second death will be an eternal death that no one whose name was not found in the Book of Life will escape.

9. What happens to those whose names are not found written in the Book of Life?  They are thrown into the lake of fire.  As explained earlier this is a place of eternal judgment for those who are judged according to their own works and not the righteousness of Christ.  It is important to note here that they are thrown into the lake of fire.  They do not go there in their according to their own will.  They are thrown into everlasting judgment.  It is Christ who calls upon the earth and hell to bring for her dead and once they are judged it is Christ who casts them into eternal judgments.  This is important to understand as many believe that Jesus will not send anyone to hell.  Remember to let the Word tell us what is true and not our own feelings and views of what we think Jesus will or will not do.  The Bible has told us what Jesus will do and it is clear in this text.

Bridges
1. How does the fact that Jesus will judge all men influence our culture today?  Most in our culture do not want to be judged by anyone.  We live in a society of inclusivism.  This means that all beliefs are right and that not one single person can judge anyone else according to their beliefs.  This culture teaches that to judge another man’s beliefs is not loving and even bigoted. The postmodern mindset wants no one to judge them and that at some level all men are right as long as they are sincere.  The Gospel is much different however.  The Gospel is not inclusive, but exclusive to only those who will believe and repent.  The message of the Gospel is that God will judge.  Mankind does not need to judge as God will ultimately judge all.  His judgment will be one standard and that is his holiness.  Men need to hear that they will be judged by that standard.  The standard of judgment is not other men but a holy God.  All men unless they become clothed in the righteousness of Christ will be judged according to their own deeds and will come up very, very short.  When we preach the Gospel we don’t judge others.  God does.  Men need to let God judge them and that is what is so difficult for this culture that we live in today.

2. Why is it important to understand that the small and great will stand in judgment before God?  This is important because there are those who have lived and who are living who are in the eyes of their cultures great men.  These men are revered and honored for their accomplishments.  They are praised for their deeds, but before Christ these men will stand just as beggar and thief will.  There are also those whose sins are great and they will stand with those whose sins are small and all will receive the same fate of judgment.  There are those who blaspheme the name of Christ and reject him and establish themselves as the authority.  One day they will melt before a holy God.  All who have blasphemed the name of Christ will one day stand in terror before him.  Those who reject Christ time and time again will in awful fear be before a God who will in his terrible wrath judge them.  There is no partiality before the judgment throne of the Most High.  All without Christ will be there whether small or great.

3. How do you know your name is written in the Book of Life?  This is the most important question in all of the lessons that we have done and will ever do.  When asked how one knows he or she is saved most respond by recalling a prayer that was prayed at some point in the past.  Many people’s assurance rests in a prayer that was prayed.  The problem with resting in a prayer is that prayers don’t save.  Jesus does.  The Bible doesn’t teach us to examine a prayer we prayed as a child when seeking assurance.  The Bible rather tells us to examine ourselves.  We are told to press into the Word and press into Christ and to look at our lives and see if our lives match how the Bible describes a true child of God.  We are told to look for the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  Is there transformation in our lives, not just church attendance?  Do you do the will of the Father?  Do you have any real affection for Jesus or are you hanging onto a prayer you prayed as a child.  Press into Christ and examine your life to see if you are in the faith.  Is there any evidence in your life right now of one who truly knows Christ?  Have you repented and turned to Christ deciding to follow him?  Being a true child of God goes far beyond saying a prayer.  This means we embrace Jesus fully desiring to do his will.  We want to obey him and to know him and to love him.  If there is no real affection for Jesus to experience and know him they you might not be saved.  You need to press into the Word and pray pressing into Christ and really examine yourself as you are now.  This is the Biblical process which brings real assurance.

4. How is the judgment of sinners good news for believers?  There is no doubt that we live in a wicked and cruel society that is ravaged by sin.  Sin has brought so much suffering into our world.  While the world seems to be getting worse and worse and we hear about those who are being killed for Christ we can take great comfort in knowing that one day God will judge sin.  We have to be careful however that we not seek the judgment of sinners, but rather their redemption.  The good news is not that people will be sent to hell.  That in fact is terribly sobering for Christians.  The good news is that Jesus will sit on his throne and as King over all creation throw death and hell into the lake of fire.  This phrase is symbolic of the fact that Jesus will have ultimate undisputed victory over sin and death.  While it seems that death seems to be winning the day at times we have the hope that one day Jesus will overthrow the power of sin and death the heaven’s and the earth will be made new.

5. How should the fact that unbelievers will stand before Christ in judgment affect us as believers?  We need to understand that the ones John saw standing before this throne of judgment were our friends, co-worker, family members, classmates, etc.  If these people in our lives that we care about most don’t receive the salvation offered through the blood of Christ’s cross they will be there one day facing the terrible judgment of a holy wrath-filled God.  This thought should spurn us to share our faith in a renewed and passionate way.  This should cause us to set aside our fears of rejection and in the most loving way we know how confront them with this message of salvation, this message that right now Jesus wants them as they are.  He wants to give them his own righteousness and make them victorious over death.  This should cause us to proclaim and live out all the more passionately the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

6. Fill out the Pray, Pursue, Persuade paper.  First just write in the names of 3 people you are going to pray for.  Pray for their salvation and for opportunities to share Christ with them.  If there are those in your life that you are now going to make it a point to share Christ with then place their names in the pursue blanks.  If you have people in your life that you have already shared your faith with and they haven’t accepted Christ then place their names in the persuade blanks.  Eventually the names on your circle will move from one section to another as you move from pray to pursue to persuade and then fill in the chart with new people as time goes on.  Think about the people you put on this chart as those who John saw standing before the judgment throne of Christ.
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Own Your Faith: Lesson 12
Core Truth:  Is there a Judgment Day and What Difference will it Make in My life?
Big Idea: Every Unbeliever will stand before God
(Student Copy)
Intro
 	Our last lesson covered the truth that all believers will stand before God one day and give an account.  The next question we want the Bible to answer for us is: what about the unbelievers?  What happens to them?  Most people who group up in church say they go to some form of hell as punishment for their sins against a holy God.  While the Bible does talk about a placed called hell many in our culture today claim that if God is truly a loving God he would never send anyone to hell.  It is especially important when discussing a topic as difficult as this one to let the Bible be our guide and authority and not our own personal feelings.  Is our culture right?  Can a God who truly loves send people to hell?  What will happen to unbelievers on the Day of Judgment?
Text (ESV)
Revelation 20:11-15   
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.  13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.  14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Grapple & Discuss 
10. Who wrote the book of revelation and what were his circumstances when writing it?  																																																														
11. Why is the throne in this text important?  																																																																																																							

12. What does it meant that earth and sky fled away?  																																																																																										

13. What does it mean that the small and great stood before God?  																																																																																								

14. Who are the dead standing before God in this text?  																																																																																																																														


15. What are the books that Jesus opens?  																																																																																																								

16. What does John mean when he says the sea and death gave up her dead?  																																																																											

17. What is the lake of fire and the second death?  																																																																																											

18. What happens to those whose names are not found written in the Book of Life?  																																																																																																																																																														
Bridges
1. How does the fact that Jesus will judge all men influence our culture today?  																																																																																																																											

2. Why is it important to understand that the small and great will stand in judgment before God?  																																																																																																																																				

3. How do you know your name is written in the Book of Life?  																																																																																																																																																																	

4. How is the judgment of sinners good news for believers?  																																																																																									

5. How should the fact that unbelievers will stand before Christ in judgment affect us as believers?  																																																																																																											

6. Fill out the Pray, Pursue, Persuade paper.  First just write in the names of 3 people you are going to pray for.  Pray for their salvation and for opportunities to share Christ with them.  If there are those in your life that you are now going to make it a point to share Christ with then place their names in the pursue blanks.  If you have people in your life that you have already shared your faith with and they haven’t accepted Christ then place their names in the persuade blanks.  Eventually the names on your circle will move from one section to another as you move from pray to pursue to persuade and then fill in the chart with new people as time goes on.  Think about the people you put on this chart as those who John saw standing before the judgment throne of Christ.













[image: ]
image1.emf

