Own Your Faith: Lesson 11
Core Truth:  Is there a Judgment Day and What Difference will it Make in My life?
Big Idea: Every Believer will stand before God and Give an Account
(Leader Copy)
Intro
 	There seems to be much confusion concerning the Judgment Day of believers.  Some teach that believers will be held accountable for unconfessed sin.  Others that God will review their entire lives showing everything they did.  There is also much fear that is associated with this concept.  Some because of their view of God are incredibly fearful of standing before him, terrified even.  Others lack any fear whatsoever.  What does the Bible say about the day when believers will stand before Him and what will the response of Jesus be?
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 3:10-15  
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it.  11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-  13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Grapple & Discuss 
1. Who was Paul writing to in this passage and what was their problem?  Paul was writing to the Corinthian church.  They were struggling with division over certain personalities and teachers of the day.  Some pledged their allegiance to on teacher while others their allegiance to another.  This attitude was dividing the church and Paul was addressing it here.





2. What was the foundation that Paul said he had laid?  The foundation he laid was Jesus Christ.  He laid the foundation of the Gospel in Corinth.  This is how the church was started there.  Paul preached the cross and many came to Christ.  What began to happen was people forgot about the foundation and that we as mere men only build upon the foundation that has already been laid.  Corinth had forgotten about the foundation that had been already laid by Paul and were making much of people and not the Gospel.

3. Why was it wrong for this church to focus allegiance to these Godly preachers and teachers?  This was a problem because of the foundation Paul mentioned.  Paul said no one can lay any other foundation that what had already been laid by him.  We know that foundation is Christ.  Therefore the only thing that teachers and preachers can do is build upon that foundation.  They cannot lay another.  Everything they teach and preach is simply building upon the foundation of the Gospel which is Christ crucified.  To focus allegiance on anything other than the foundation in pointless because without a foundation you have no building.  We have to have something to build upon.  Therefore our focus must be on Christ and building upon the Gospel and not upon mere men.

4. Why did Paul admonish the church here to “take heed how each man builds?”  There is a way to build upon the foundation of Christ that is wrong and a way that is right.  If all we do is focus on the mere fact that we are building we may miss out on the important fact that we may not be building correctly.  Therefore Paul warns them to be very careful how they build because it is how you build for which you will be held accountable.

5. How many categories of building materials are mentioned here and what might they represent?  There appears to be two distinct categories of materials here.  The first are the gold, silver, and precious stones.  The second are the wood, hay, and straw.  According to these verses it is apparent that every believer builds at some level upon the foundation of the cross of Christ.  Some however use better materials than others.  The gold, silver, and precious stones represent the quality materials that will last as opposed to those materials that will not last like the wood, hay, and straw.  The materials whether lasting are representative of our work here on earth.  They symbolize what we do on earth with the gifts, time, and abilities God has given us to exalt his name and proclaim His Kingdom.

6. What is the Day referring to in this passage?  This is referencing that day in which all believers will stand before Jesus himself and give an account for how we build upon his foundation.  The verse says our work will be made known and that the Day will declare it.  There is clear teaching here that everyone will one day stand before Christ on a day that has already been determined.  This is not something any of us will be able escape.



7. On this Day of Judgment, what will be examined and judged?  It is clear from this text that it will be our work for Christ that will be examined.  You must understand clearly that this is not a judgment of sin, for those who are in Christ have been declared righteous before God.  Jesus on the cross took the judgment so that we would not have to.  Romans 8 says “there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  It is therefore not sin that will be looked at or brought up, but what we did with our talents, how we built upon the foundation.

8. What does it mean that fire will test our works?  Fire in the Bible is often a picture of Judgment, but we know that believers will not be judged for sin.  Fire is also a way of testing.  When one wanted to purify gold or silver he would put it in the fire melting it and thus being able to remove any impurities in the precious metal.  Some nuggets of gold proved to be more impurities than gold and not worth much at all.  Ultimately the fire tested the precious metal to see it’s true worth and value.  This is the idea in this text.  This fire is symbolic of Jesus examining how we built upon the foundation, whether we used the gold, silver, and precious stones or the wood, hay, and straw.

9. What is the result of those whose works are revealed to be lasting?  They are given a reward.  The awesome truth in this text is that God is very much interested in rewarding the faithfulness of his children.  For many this occasion will be an incredibly joyous one for they will receive great reward and hear the affirmation of Jesus himself: “well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.”  This is not a time of fear and trembling, but a time of rejoicing and receiving from Christ even more that we deserve.

10. What is the result of those whose works are revealed to be those that don’t last?  These are according to the text not given the same rewards.  The text says he will suffer loss.  Paul is speaking on the context of rewards here and thus it means suffering the loss of eternal rewards.  He himself is saved, but has suffered the tragedy of loss of rewards from Jesus Christ.









Bridges
1. How do you practically build upon the foundation with gold, silver, and precious stones?  You start by committing your entire life to the worship and service of Jesus Christ.  There has to be this type of attitude within you.  It is the attitude that desires above all else to make Christ supreme.  It takes you and your pride and comfort out of the picture and places Christ in the center.  It is from this desire that you through the Holy Spirit live this life of surrender to Christ.  You pay very close attention to the Word of God and live it in all aspects.  You realize that Jesus is the foundation and it is upon Him that you build, not yourself.  You do not build on your foundation, but on the one foundation that all believers should build on.  As you live this way you will store up treasure and reward in heaven.  This alone should not be our motivation however.  Should reward be our motivation we would cease to make our service about the exaltation of Christ and about us.  Keeping Christ central in your life and yourself not is the essential key.

2. How do you practically build with wood, hay, and straw?  According to this text we all build.  The question of whether or not our building will last is the key.  There are those who seem to be building quite well and with much success.  We cannot however assume here on earth that our standards for success are the same as God’s.  There are many who through prideful motives are building with wood, hay, and straw.  If your motives for doing right and even serving God are self-serving and not Christ exalting your works not last at the judgment.  Then there are those who know Christ and have been given gifts and talents to be used for His service and his glory, but instead they are not used at all or are used for personal gain.  The one who simply sits on the sidelines of Christianity their whole lives will find themselves building with that which will not last past this life.  You can accumulate things in this life, but will be burnt up in the life to come.  Living without the life to come in view will cause many to lose much reward in the future.

3. How should understanding the fact that you will stand before God and give an account affect your life today?  It should cause us to see the urgency of living a fully surrendered life for Christ today and not waiting.  The fact that we have no idea when the Day is when we will stand before Christ we need to be urgent about living for him now.  Don’t take for granted that you have tomorrow because you may not.  All you have for sure is right now.  If you wait to start building with gold, silver, and precious stones you will miss out on some amazing eternal rewards that Christ has in store for you.  The motivation for pursuing Christ now comes from the fact that we will stand before him one day.  We all want that day to be filled with incredible joy and even anticipation.  The truth about the matter is that most people don’t look at that Day with anticipation.  They look at that Day with fear because they know they will suffer the loss of much reward.  The beauty is that we can look forward to that great and glorious day with much anticipation if we indeed have been faithful to the cause of Christ here on earth.  For it is on that day in which we will hear: “Well done good and faithful servant.”

4. What makes it hard to live this out?  One reason this is hard is that we get so used to going through the motions of Christianity.  We get so focused on doing things and less focused on loving Jesus and making much of him.  People who get caught in the snare of just going through the motions are not building with anything that will last.  We must recognize who the foundations is that we are building upon and make Jesus the goal of our lives not the activities of being a Christian.  It is also hard because we like to make much of ourselves.  We find it hard to exalt anyone over us.  Therefore we often do “good” to gain the approval of men.  John said of Christ: “He must increase and I must decrease.”  It is so hard for believers to live out this because they do not have the attitude of John.  We must make much of Christ and little of self.

5. Evaluate yourself.  If Judgment Day were today would you find yourself with much reward because you built with gold, silver and precious stones?																																																																																																																																																																													















Own Your Faith: Lesson 11
Core Truth:  Is there a Judgment Day and What Difference will it Make in My life?
Big Idea: Every Believer will stand before God and Give an Account
(Student Copy)
Intro
 	There seems to be much confusion concerning the Judgment Day of believers.  Some teach that believers will be held accountable for unconfessed sin.  Others that God will review their entire lives showing everything they did.  There is also much fear that is associated with this concept.  Some because of their view of God are incredibly fearful of standing before him, terrified even.  Others lack any fear whatsoever.  What does the Bible say about the day when believers will stand before Him and what will the response of Jesus be?
Text (ESV)
1 Corinthians 3:10-15  
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it.  11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw-  13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done.  14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward.  15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Grapple & Discuss 
1. Who was Paul writing to in this passage and what was their problem?  																																																																




2. What was the foundation that Paul said he had laid?  																																																																		

3. Why was it wrong for this church to focus allegiance to these Godly preachers and teachers?  																																																																																					

4. Why did Paul admonish the church here to “take heed how each man builds?”  																																																																										

5. How many categories of building materials are mentioned here and what might they represent?  																																																																							

6. What is the Day referring to in this passage?  																																																																															

7. On this Day of Judgment, what will be examined and judged?  																																																																	

8. What does it mean that fire will test our works?  																																																																														

9. What is the result of those whose works are revealed to be lasting?  																																																																												

10. What is the result of those whose works are revealed to be those that don’t last?  																																																														







Bridges
1. How do you practically build upon the foundation with gold, silver, and precious stones?  																																																																																																																																					

2. How do you practically build with wood, hay, and straw?  																																																																																																																													

3. How should understanding the fact that you will stand before God and give an account affect your life today?  																																																																																																																																																									
4. What makes it hard to live this out?  																																																																																																																																

5. Evaluate yourself.  If Judgment Day were today would you find yourself with much reward because you built with gold, silver and precious stones?																																																																																																																																																																													


