Own Your Faith: Lesson 16
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose  
Big Idea: Our Purpose is the Exaltation of Jesus 
(Leader Copy)
Intro
	Everybody wants to know what their purpose in life is.  Everyone wants to live for something that is worth living for.  There are some who want to live their lives for something actually worth dying for.  The question concerning the purpose of life is as old as time itself.  Why are you here and what are you supposed to be doing with your life?  Some will say that life is about your pleasure and enjoyment; that life is not worth living unless you are having fun.  They say the purpose of life is the pursuit of what makes you happy and brings you ultimate fulfillment.  This idea is called Hedonism.  The question of whether we should pursue our own pleasure is of great importance.  I will argue that the pursuit of pleasure in what ultimately fulfills us is exactly what we are to do.  The primary question of this lesson then is, “what brings ultimate fulfillment and joy to a person?”  The answer to this question will create a dividing line between those who find something worth living and dying for and those who simply live.
Text (ESV)
Philippians 1:12-21   
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel,  13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will.  16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  17 The former proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.  18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,  19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,  20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.    

Grapple & Discuss
1. What were the Apostle Paul’s circumstances when he wrote this letter?  Paul was in prison during the writing of this letter to the Philippian church.  He had been imprisoned because of his preaching of the Gospel.  At this particular time in history the Roman Empire controlled much of the world and was growing more and more uneasy with the rapid spread of Christianity.  In an effort to stop the growth of the Christians the Romans began to persecute them and that persecution grew worse and worse.  Paul was the object of such persecution.  Paul preached with boldness Christ crucified and found himself if a Roman prison because of it.  Even in prison though Paul ministered to the church through this letter to them.
2. How did Paul view his imprisonment?  Paul’s perspective came from him understanding his purpose in life.  Notice first of all how Paul did not view his imprisonment.  He did not view it as God’s judgment upon his life.  He did not view it as God way of harming him and being mean.  He did not view his imprisonment as something that he was unwilling to go through.  Rather Paul looked at his chains as something that God appointed for him for one reason: the advance of the Gospel.  In the middle of an incredibly difficult time of his life Paul had the understanding that God was allowing him to suffer for something worth suffering for.  For Paul the Good News of Christ crucified for sinners was something worth suffering for and ultimately worth dying for.  In the midst of a Roman prison Paul found ultimate satisfaction and joy.
3. How did Paul’s imprisonment serve to advance the Gospel?  First the news of Paul’s arrest and imprisonment spread throughout the whole imperial guard.  As a result those members who witnessed Paul’s imprisonment and heard his preaching came to Christ.  Those of the imperial guard saw a man living his life for something greater than himself and when they heard his witness of Christ many became believers there in the Roman prison.  The second means by which the Gospel advanced was through the churches encouragement by Paul’s bonds.  When those who were afraid to proclaim Christ witnessed the courage and passion of Paul in prison, they grew in boldness.  The Gospel began to be preached with increasing boldness in the face of increasing persecution because Paul showed the Philippian church something worth giving their lives for.  Because of Paul’s imprisonment people began to speak the Gospel without fear.  Therefore Paul welcomed his chains in Christ because in them Jesus was being exalted.
4. What other difficult circumstance was Paul facing while in prison?  Not only was Paul in prison, but there were those in the church that preached the Gospel out of envy and rivalry.  There were apparently those who wanted some of the glory themselves and felt Paul was out of the way now and it was their time to shine and gather a following like Paul had gathered.  Perhaps these wanted a place of authority in the church or perhaps they simply wanted to the applause and glory from men for their preaching.  Either way their preaching of the Gospel now that Paul wasn’t around was done to turn people away from Paul and to themselves because of envy.



5. What was Paul’s response to these who preached out of envy?  It didn’t seem to matter to Paul because at the end of the day the most important thing in the world was being done: the Gospel was being preached.  Paul understood that the exaltation of Jesus in the preaching of the Gospel was more important than himself and what people thought of him.  Paul didn’t want the glory because he wanted Jesus to receive the glory through the Gospel.  Paul’s joy and purpose was not in people hearing him and following him.  Paul’s ultimate joy and purpose was in people exalting Jesus in receiving the Gospel.  Paul was not focused on his personal comfort or reputation.  His focus was a singular one.  His focus was Jesus being glorified in sinful men being saved through cross.  If that meant he suffer, then he would found joy and purpose in suffering.
6. What was Paul’s eager expectation?  Paul’s anticipation was that he with full courage was going to exalt and honor Jesus in his body.  He realized his purpose in life was not to live for his own comfort or his own power and glory.  His purpose in life was far greater than that and in fulfilling that purpose he would find ultimate joy.  Paul found a purpose in life worth living for.  We also see from this text that he found a purpose worth dying for.  Paul eagerly anticipated and hoped for one thing.  That was Jesus being made much of in his life or in his death.  Paul found that the Gospel was definitely worth living for, but also worth dying for, to the point where he did lay down his life for the Gospel of Jesus.  For Paul prison and dying didn’t matter as long as he was fulfilling his ultimate purpose in life.
7. What was Paul’s purpose in life and death?  His purpose was to exalt and honor Jesus.  This is what he lived for and ultimately died for.  Paul knew that Jesus was most exalted in the Gospel.  He realized that when sinful men are freed from the bondage of sin through the cross of Christ and those sinful men find real, abiding, and ultimate joy in Christ, it is then that Jesus is most exalted.  In other words Jesus is most exalted in the manifestation and receiving of his grace.  Therefore Paul chased after that which brought him the most satisfaction and joy.  It’s just that he found satisfaction and joy in making much of Jesus.  Therefore if his purpose is the exaltation of Jesus and if Jesus is exalted through his imprisonment then he was willing to be in prison.  This is why even in prison he could rejoice in verse 18.
8. How does Paul sum up his purpose in life in verse 21?  While living his life was summed up in one word: Christ.  Everything he did was with one purpose.  That purpose was the exaltation of Jesus.  This is where Paul found his greatest joy and ultimate pleasure.  While living Paul pursued that which brought him pleasure.  Paul’s greatest pleasure was found in living for Jesus and his glory, not making much of himself.  In death Paul’s purpose was also Jesus.  For Paul dying was not something to fear, but look forward to in the sense that he would see Jesus.  Paul longed for that day when his faith would be made sight and he would see Jesus face to face.  We know Paul found his greatest pleasure in Jesus by this statement in verse 21.  For Paul dying was indeed gain because he would be with Jesus.  Paul understood well his purpose in life and death and he chased after that purpose with all that was in him.


Bridges
1. What purposes to people live for?  Most people generally live for the purpose of self- gratification and self-glorification.  Most will expend time and energy achieving financial success so that they can afford all of the things this world has to offer them.  Others will chase after power and glory for themselves.  They do this either through political or business means or through charitable means.  What I mean by that is that there are those who seek their own glorification through their charity shown to others.  Still others who have a genuine heart for the poor and hurting of the world will give their lives to help in that cause because it makes them feel good about the way they spent their lives.  If I do good simply because it makes me feel worthwhile, then who am I ultimately living my life for?  That would be self.  In short most men live their lives for self even those that seem to be doing so much good.

2. As believers in Christ, what do we understand our purpose to be?  If we understand what Paul was communicating in Philippians 1 we understand our purpose to be the exaltation of Jesus as he is proclaimed in the Gospel.  Jesus saved you for a purpose.  You need to understand that first.  The purpose for which he saved you was not so that you could simply enjoy and nice, quiet, comfortable, suburban life and then go to heaven.  We need to think much bigger than that when we consider the purpose for which Jesus saved us.  He saved us to accomplish a big task, a task bigger than us:  the exaltation of his name in the world.  As believers our lives are to be spent with one mission and one purpose in mind.  That purpose is not our own comfort.  That purpose is making much of Jesus.  We must live our lives chasing that which brings glory to Jesus.  That which manifests Jesus glory the greatest is the Gospel.  We are not fulfilling our purpose apart from proclaiming the Gospel and Jesus glory will not be fully seen apart from the Gospel.  Proclaiming the glory of Jesus through the preaching of the Gospel is our mission.

3. What might living for the fame of Jesus mean for you?  This means first of all that your own interests are not primary.  Your goals and ambitions in life need to be set aside so that his glory can become your singular passion.  Your fears and insecurities must be shattered by the cross so that you can proclaim the power of the cross.  This means you “denying yourself, taking up your cross, and following him.”  This means you get out of your comfort zone and live dangerously for Christ.  This means that you stop living safe and start taking risks for Christ sake so that others may receive his grace and glorify his name.  This means that Christ may ask you to walk through difficulty or persecution so that his Gospel may be advanced.  This means that your life is not your own and that you were saved for a purpose that is definitely worth living and dying for.  This means that your life is not meant for you, but for Jesus and his glory.



4. How do we find joy in fulfilling our purpose?  If ultimate joy and pleasure comes in living life for the exaltation of Jesus then as long as my life is chasing after that goal it won’t matter in what circumstances I may find myself.  If we will focus not on our joy, but on Christ’s glory, joy will be there.  The glory of Christ and our joy are inseparably linked.  You will not find deep abiding pleasure in life apart from exalting the name of Jesus.  The more you try to seek pleasure apart from your real purpose in life, the more you will be empty and frustrated and in the end settle for a counterfeit joy and purpose.

5. What are some things that get in your way of fulfilling your purpose of exalting Jesus in your life?























Own Your Faith: Lesson 16
Core Question: Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is my Purpose?  
Big Idea: Our Purpose is the Exaltation of Jesus 
(Student Copy)
Intro
	Everybody wants to know what their purpose in life is.  Everyone wants to live for something that is worth living for.  There are some who want to live their lives for something actually worth dying for.  The question concerning the purpose of life is as old as time itself.  Why are you here and what are you supposed to be doing with your life?  Some will say that life is about your pleasure and enjoyment; that life is not worth living unless you are having fun.  They say the purpose of life is the pursuit of what makes you happy and brings you ultimate fulfillment.  This idea is called Hedonism.  The question of whether we should pursue our own pleasure is of great importance.  I will argue that the pursuit of pleasure in what ultimately fulfills us is exactly what we are to do.  The primary question of this lesson then is, “what brings ultimate fulfillment and joy to a person?”  The answer to this question will create a dividing line between those who find something worth living and dying for and those who simply live.
Text (ESV)
Philippians 1:12-21   
I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel,  13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will.  16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  17 The former proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.  18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,  19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,  20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.    

Grapple & Discuss
1. What were the Apostle Paul’s circumstances when he wrote this letter?  																																																																											
2. How did Paul view his imprisonment?  																																																																																												
3. How did Paul’s imprisonment serve to advance the Gospel?  																																																																																																					
4. What other difficult circumstance was Paul facing while in prison?  																																																																												
5. What was Paul’s response to these who preached out of envy?  																																																																												
6. What was Paul’s eager expectation?  																																																																																

7. What was Paul’s purpose in life and death?  																																																																																																																															

8. How does Paul sum up his purpose in life in verse 21?  																																																																																																						








Bridges
1. What purposes to people live for?  																																																																																																																																

2. As believers in Christ, what do we understand our purpose to be?  																																																																																																				

3. What might living for the fame of Jesus mean for you?  																																																																																									

4. How do we find joy in fulfilling our purpose?  																																										

5. What are some things that get in your way of fulfilling your purpose of exalting Jesus in your life?
