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            etting to know you 
1. Share your name and tell about the family you are growing up in.
2. Share your spiritual beliefs (if a Christian ask them to share how they came to Christ).


          
          ord Challenge 

1. What is the Church? 
If you were to walk into a busy public place and ask people the question, "What is the Church?” you will more than likely come up with many different answers.  Some might say that the "Church" is buildings or services or programs, etc.  In this lesson we will be identifying what is the Church and what is not the Church.  
2. Is the Church a physical structure?  When you ask people what their definition of "church", the first idea expressed by an average person will be of a physical structure.  In movies you will see people going into an empty "church" building to pray to God.  People often think that a physical structure is what the definition of "church" must be.  

Read John 4:21- 23
"Believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither here nor in Jerusalem".    23- "Yet a time is coming and is now come where the true worshippers will come and worship the Father in spirit and truth".

3. So then, what is "the Church"?  
In the New Testament, the word "church" literally means "called out assembly".  This shows that God has called out those from this present evil age to worship and glorify Him through the work of Jesus.  

Read Galatians 1:3-4
"Grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, to rescue us from the present evil age".

4. God has called out those who have believed in Jesus' death and resurrection away from this present evil age.  We as believers are the true worshippers of God coming together as a community to worship, encourage and glorify God, who in His mercy, gives us this opportunity.  Is it possible then to be a Christian and not be part of the church?  Why?





    oining Deeper
1. Do you feel like you are part of the church?  Why?
2. What don’t you like about the church?
3. What do you like about the church?
4. How have we misunderstood what the church is here for?
5. Is the church helping you to become a more devoted follower of Christ and if so how?  If not why do you think the church is not helping?
6. How can we as teens at Faith help Faith to be the kind of Church that God intends for it to be?
           
          
      rayer – 
Take requests and pray as a group for one another.

