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          ord Challenge 
Read Colossians 4:2-6
Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.  3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison-  4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak.  5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.  6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.

1) How does Paul want the church at Colossae to devote themselves in prayer?  (vss. 2-4)

      1)  By maintaining their prayers focussed with an attitude of thanksgiving to the Lord.  
 2)  Praying to God that Paul and his friends will have an "open door" to share their faith to whomever, while they are in prison. 3)  Praying that Paul will present the Gospel as clearly as possible.
 
2)  When sharing the Gospel.  How does one approach a non-Christian? (vs 5)  The follower of  Jesus is  to be  wise in how they are to conduct oneself toward an unbeliever. How does one relate?  When speaking to an unbeliever, is the believer expressing his/her faith with gentleness and respect?
 
3)  What was to be found in the speech of a beliver when sharing the Gospel?(vs 6)  In the first century, people often would wear their religions on their sleeves.  This would often lead to insults, intense bickering, and a possible riot!  Paul recommends that their (believers in Colossae) speech was to contain grace (kindness, gentleness) but also a saltiness to the message.What is meant by this is that their communication to unbelievers would cause the unbeliever to consider the message that was presented to them.that would prompt them to some kind of action. 



    oining Deeper
1)  What are ways that you can devote yourself more to prayer?  How can you pray for yourself and others to  get the opportunity to share their faith?
 
2)  Why do Christians have difficulty in dealing with unbelievers?
 
3)  How can we share our faith effectively applying verse 6?
           
          
      rayer – 
Take requests and pray as a group for one another.

