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            etting to know you 
1. What is one thing you look forward to this year?
2. What is one fear you have heading into this year?

        
The church’s mission – matthew 28:18-20

Ice Breaker- Star off by asking your group how their Christmas/New Years went, what did they do or what they received for Christmas.  Just take a few minutes and do not let the conversation exceed 5 minutes.

Lesson Introduction-  In the last few lessons we have identified who is the Church (not a building, but a people whom God has called out of this world because of the life and sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus).  This lesson and the ones to follow will discuss the mission of those called by God.  We will first identify what is the Church’s mission followed by lessons that will practically help in developing what Jesus instructed His first followers in Matthew 28:19-20. For centuries, there has been many approaches as to how to share the Gospel.  Let us see first what Jesus teaches from Matthew.


        
            ord Challenge 

Matthew 28:19-20-  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit, 20) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you, even until the end of the age 


1) When it says “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations”, What does “therefore” refer?  The use of “therefore” refers back to verse 18 where Jesus has received all authority in heaven and earth (or the entire universe) to rule and reign.  He was given authority as a result of His death, burial and resurrection.  

2) How is “Go therefore and make disciples”, used here in this context?  The verb “go” can be rendered “as you are going, make disciples”.  Wherever the disciples were heading, where they stayed or whatever they were doing at any stage of their lives.  They were to continuously share the Gospel with those they rubbed shoulders with.  
3) What is involved in “making disciples”?-  There are two participles (teaching and baptizing)  that give description to how teaching takes place.  The Disciples were study and meditate on what Christ had taught them while He was on earth.  Then they were to faithfully communicate these truths to those they had come in contact with based on their personal eyewitness accounts.  When those with whom they presented the Gospel to believed.  They were then baptized in the presence of a local church congregation as a symbol of their witness of accepting Christ and that their life now belongs to Chirst.  This was a very significant step within this culture.


Practical Questions

1) If God saves s specific “chosen” people.  Why do I have to go out sharing my faith with friends, family or neighbors.  If God were going to save them, He could use someone else.  What is wrong with this statement.  On the surface, this is a true statement, but looking closer there is a flaw within this argument.  If someone claims to be a follower of Christ and does not see the need to share his/her testimony concerning Christ to a lost world.  They really need to look at themselves honestly to see if they are a follower in name only.  God does indeed save people.  But why miss out on the opportunity and privilege of developing relationships with those people who do not know or care to know about Christ?  When given opportunities, God will help, guide and teach you about who He is when sharing the Gospel.  
2) Ask the group what ways could they go and share their fatih with friends and how they could teach them what Christ has instructed us to do.  Have something to write with and a sheet of paper to write down these ideas.  Encourage those in your group to feel free to give out their ideas and avoid any criticism.  This is just a brainstorming activity.  The next lesson we will get more practical with how to do Matthew 28:19-20.

